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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1–7 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 

whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon 

him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will 

not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in 

the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a 

faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will 

faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or 

be discouraged till he has established justice in the 

earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. Thus says 

God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, who spread out the earth and 

what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 

on it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the 

LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take 

you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 

covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to 

open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 

who sit in darkness. 

 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 

were wise according to worldly standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 

the world, even things that are not, to bring to 

nothing things that are, so that no human being  
 

might boast in the presence of God. And because 

of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:13–17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 

John, to be baptized by him. John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. And when Jesus was baptized, 

immediately he went up from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 

I am well pleased.” 
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T In His Baptism, Jesus Takes His Place with Sinners T 
Our Lord Jesus is baptized “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:13–17). He 

partakes of a baptism for sinners in order that He might be our substitute and 

bear the judgment we deserve. In the water, Jesus trades places with us. Our sin 

becomes His sin. His righteousness becomes our righteousness. Our glory, 

therefore, is in “Christ Jesus, who became to us . . . righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:26–31). Jesus is the “chosen” One 

sent from the Father to release us from the prison house of sin and death (Is. 

42:1–7). Baptized into Christ, we also become the chosen ones, beloved of the 

Father. We cross the Jordan with Jesus (Joshua 3) through death into the 

promised land of new life with God. 
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The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 10 Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 

 

Introit  (Sing to Tune C) 

C Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come, 

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in 

his hand. 

I have found David, my | servant; 

with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him. 

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever; 

with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all 

gener- | ations. 

He shall cry to me, “You are my | Father, 

 my God, and the Rock of my sal- | vation.” 

And I will make him the | firstborn, 

the highest of the kings | of the earth. 

My steadfast love I will keep for him for- | ever, 

and my covenant will stand | firm for him. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come, 

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in 

his hand. 

I have found David, my | servant; 

with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in the wondrous 

Epiphany in the Jordan. So also You have revealed Your name and 

blessing to us in Holy Baptism, declaring us Your beloved heirs. Grant 

that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, living with joy 

as Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and 

wife toward one another in love, equip fathers and mothers for their 

holy duty as teachers of the faith, and preserve all children in the saving 

faith and certain promises of their Baptism unto life everlasting. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve our nation, its leaders and those who serve for the good of 

our people and for their protection. Grant peace in our time, O Lord, 

for You alone fight for us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Give comfort and relief to those who are sick, depressed, tired, 

confused or in any need especially… Watch over all expectant mothers 

and their children, that they may have a safe delivery and be brought 

also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism and Your name. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the fullness of grace at the baptism of Your dear Son and, with 

Your voice, directed us to Him who has borne our sins, that we might 

receive grace and the remission of sins. Keep us, we beseech You, in the 

true faith. Since we have been baptized in accordance with Your 

command and the example of Your dear Son, we pray You to 

strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life 

and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 

Hymn of Invocation  #594 

Invocation/Absolution p.151 
 
 

Word 
 

Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria In Excelsis     p.152 

Collect of the Day Bulletin 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 156 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Hymn of the Day #405 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed p.159 

Prayers Bulletin 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Offertory     #781 (v 1, 2) 
 
 

Sacrament 
 

Communion Announcement 

Preface p.160 

Distribution              #621, #634 

                                 #623, #633 

Thank the Lord p.164 

Departing Hymn #411 
 

 

 
 


