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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

 Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 

the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness 

shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be 

seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your 

eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your 

daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall 

see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 

you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 

of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring 

good news, the praises of the LORD. 

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on 

behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard 

of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to 

me for you, how the mystery was made known to me 

by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read 

this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men 

in other generations as it has now been revealed to his 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery 

is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a 

minister according to the gift of God's grace, which 

was given me by the working of his power. To me, 

though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 

was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable 

riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what 

is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who 

created all things, so that through the church the 

 
 

manifold wisdom of God might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places. This was according to the eternal purpose 

that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through our faith in him. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 

the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 

the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 

to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 

for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 

come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 

come and worship him.” After listening to the king, 

they went on their way. And behold, the star that 

they had seen when it rose went before them until 

it came to rest over the place where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy. And going into the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 

and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 

myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return 

to Herod, they departed to their own country by 

another way. 
 Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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T The Lord God Is Manifested in the Incarnate Son T 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany centers in the visit of the Magi from the East. In that 
respect, it is a “Thirteenth Day” of Christmas; and yet, it also marks the 
beginning of a new liturgical season. While Christmas has focused on the 
Incarnation of our Lord—that is, on God becoming flesh—the season of 
Epiphany emphasizes the manifestation or self-revelation of God in that same 
flesh of Christ. For the Lord Himself has entered our darkness and rises upon us 
with the brightness of His true light (Is. 60:1–2). He does so chiefly by His Word 
of the Gospel, which He causes to be preached within His Church on earth—not 
only to the Jews but also to Gentiles (Eph. 3:8–10). As the Magi were guided by 
the promises of Holy Scripture to find and worship the Christ Child with His 
mother in the house (Matt. 2:5–11), so does He call disciples from all nations by 
the preaching of His Word, to find and worship Him within His Church           
(Is. 60:3–6). With gold they confess His royalty; with incense, His deity; and 
with myrrh, His priestly sacrifice (Matt. 2:11). 
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The Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 6, Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 
COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

 

See Litany on Page 288. 

Prayers of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house and for all who in faith, piety and love 

come to receive His gifts and praise His name, let us pray to the 

Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all families and homes, that one generation may tell to the 

next the wonderful works of God in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all women with child and all mothers with infant children, 

that they would have joyful fruition and success, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all 

who stand in need of our prayers, especially…, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings 

and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. 

Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 

strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for 

us as our own High Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we 

give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation  #394 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 
 

 

Word 

Litany      p.288 

Collect of the Day  

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 190 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Apostles Creed p.192 

Hymn of the Day     #395 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Prayers Bulletin 
 

Sacrament 
Communion Announcement 

Preface p.194 

Distribution   #642, #632, #625, 

#618, #627 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Benediction 

Departing Hymn      #397 
 

 

 
 

 


