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2 n d C o m m a n d m e n t  &  P r o v e r b s ?  
The Second Commandment is, “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 
your God.”  What does this mean?  It means that “we should fear and love 
God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie or deceive by His 
name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.” 

Perhaps this is one of the most misunderstood commandments in the 
church.  Is this commandment namely about not misusing the name of 
Jesus as a cuss word?  Kind of, but not entirely.  The main thrust of this 
commandment is found in the simple words, ‘by His name.’  In other words, 
we break the Second Commandment when we do or say things ‘by the name 
of God’ that are not consistent with God’s character, will, and identity.  In 
other words, when people do or say things ‘by the name of God’ that are not 
consistent with God, they are wrongly ascribing their words and actions to 
the name of God.  For example, false doctrine is breaking the Second 
Commandment by teaching doctrine that is supposedly from God, when it 
actually isn’t from God (i.e., when a pastor preaches incorrectly, he is 
breaking the Second Commandment). In a way, the 2nd is closely linked to 
the 8th Commandment.  Furthermore, when we use God’s name in prayer to 
attempt to manipulate and twist God’s arm, we are violating the 2nd 
Commandment. God’s name is not our tool to use but something bestowed. 
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What  i s  in  a  name?  
A name is a word by which a person, place, thing, or 
idea is identified.  A name is also used to identify a 
person, place, thing, or idea in relation to another 
person, place, thing, or idea.   Names are used to 
identify a person, place, thing, or idea with respect to 
morality and ethics.  For example, there is a reason 
why people do not name their children, Jezebel, Adolf, 
or Judas.  Take the name of Jesus into consideration 
as well, “You shall name him Jesus, for it is he who 
shall save his people from their sins,” and “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’).”  
	

H a v i n g  a  G o o d  o r  B a d  N a m e ?  
Dragging a person’s name through the mud means 
ruining their reputation. It is applying something not 
true to a person’s name.  Proverbs speaks of this 
saying in 22:1, “A good name is to be chosen rather 
than great riches, and favor is better than silver or 
gold.” That is to say, having kind regard and wisdom 
attached to your name is to be preferred to all outward 
possession.  But why is it more valuable than silver or 
gold?  Part of it has to do with what is stated in 
Proverbs 10:7, “The memory of the righteous is a 
blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot.”  In other 
words, names of wicked people are not remembered 
or used (i.e., Adolf, Jezebel, and Judas).  Wicked 
people/names decay, dissolve, and are worm-eaten 
because of their lack of use and corruption.  Consider 
the villain in the Harry Potter books, he is referred to 
as, “He who must not be named.” However, consider 
good names; good names last. Good names are 
remembered.  Children are named after good names.  
States, monuments, cities, and institutions are named 
after good names. Furthermore, having a good name 
is also a matter of having a good and clean 
conscience, whereas having a dirty name is a matter 
of having a burdened conscience.   
	
	

	  

 

 
 

C a l l i n g  I t  A s  I t  I s  
In Proverbs 21:24, we read, “’Scoffer’ is 
the name of the arrogant, haughty man 
who acts with arrogant pride.”  In other 
words, a person who functions with 
excessive abusive arrogance and with 
mockery of everything that is holy shall 
be named ‘Scoffer.’  Just as we do not 
want to ruthlessly drag a person’s 
name through the mud, we also do not 
want to put a good name on bad 
persons, places, things, or ideas, for 
this is disingenuous.  We call a thing 
what it is.  We don’t call the devil 
“wonderful counselor,” just as we don’t 
call God “one who plots against us.”  
When a Christian business operates 
with less than full integrity, it empties 
the name of God. 
 

Who Names Whom? 
God reveals His name to us, making 
His name a strong stronghold of safe 
protection (See Proverbs 18:10).  And 
so, we do not name God; He reveals 
His name to us.  However, as created 
beings, we are named.  We receive 
God’s name in Baptism; He names us 
with His name, making us His own.    

 

T h e  N a m e  
‘ W i s d o m ’   

We	know	His	name	as	Jesus,	the	Christ.	But	long	before	Joseph	was	given	this	name	
to	give	 to	his	 stepson	 (Matt	1:25)	 the	Old	Testament	gave	 to	Him	other	 titles	and	
images	to	prefigure	his	coming.	Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Prince	of	peace	
we	hear	from	the	prophet	Isaiah	(Is	9:6).	“Anointed	one	we	hear	from	the	psalms	(Ps	
2:2).	Son	of	David	who	will	establish	his	throne	forever	says	the	prophet	Samuel	(II	
Sam	7:16).	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah	says	the	patriarch	Jacob	(Gen	49:8-12).	But	the	
book	of	proverbs	calls	Him	wisdom	in	the	flesh.	

	


