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1st Commandment & Proverbs? 
The First Commandment states, “You shall have no other gods.”  What 
does this mean?  It means that we should fear, love, and trust in God 
above all things.  We obviously understand the words ‘love’ and ‘trust;’ 
however, what does it mean to fear God?  Are we to be afraid of God? In a 
sense – yes, we are to be afraid of God.  However, there is more to this 
than simple fear.  The fear of God is a reverential subordination to the All-
directing Creator and Governor of the world.  The fear of God is to 
understand that we are the finite in the presence of the infinite; we are the 
sinful in the presence of the Holy.  In a word, the fear of God is 
acknowledging that we are not God.  The fear of the Lord is a key concept 
throughout the Old Testament, especially in Proverbs.  Even though our 
culture sees the word ‘fear’ with a negative connotation, Biblically, we 
understand this word to mean that we stand in awe and reverence before 
God.  Since He is our creator, redeemer, and sanctifier, how can we think 
of Him otherwise?  How can we think of God with indifference or treat Him 
lightly?  This fear is the beginning of wisdom – as is introduced in 
Proverbs 1:7, 29; 2:5; 3:7: 8:13; 9:10; 10:27; 14:2, 16, 26, 27; 15:16, 33; 
16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17; 24:21; 28:14; and 31:30.   
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The Beginning of Wisdom 
Proverbs teaches us that ‘fear’ is a prerequisite of all scientific, 
philosophical, and religious truth.  In other words, no real wisdom can 
be attained if one does not start with the recognition of God.  But why?  

First, there is a divine order to life.  Consider the following metaphors: 
the potter forms the clay, the shepherd leads the sheep, the father 
guides the son, the teacher educates the student, the master oversees 
the servant, and the vine sustains the branch.  However, the 
fundamental flaw in our day and age is that we have reversed the order.  
We would rather be the shepherd than the sheep.  We would rather be 
the potter than the clay.  We would rather be the master than the 
servant.  We would rather be the vine than the branches.  We would 
rather be a teacher than a student.  We would rather lead than follow.  
We would rather ‘do’ than ‘listen.’  Not understanding this divine order is 
to reject the fear of the Lord and give way to foolishness.   

Secondly, if we do not reverse the order, we can reject the fear of the 
Lord by blending the distinction between the Creator and the created.  
Even though it is very difficult for modern ears to hear, the idea of 
having a ‘relationship’ with God is a very foreign idea to the historical 
church and the Bible itself.  For example, the word relationship is not a 
Biblical word.  It is not a Lutheran word.  It does not appear in the Bible 
(do a basic word search – it is true, it is not in the Bible).  It does not 
appear in the exhaustive index of Martin Luther’s works.  It does not 
appear in our main LCMS Theology Books written by Pieper.  It does, 
however appear in many contemporary worship songs and many 
American devotionals.  But why is this a big concern?  Frankly stated, 
the word ‘relationship’ gives the impression that there is a third thing 
standing between God and mankind – a kind buffer.  However, the 
Bible does not speak of a third thing – a relationship – that stands 
between mankind and God.  Frankly stated, in spiritual matters, there is 
no buffering between God and us. There is just you, standing naked 
before God in all your sin, with the forbidden tree of life in the 
background, and then there is God in all His holiness.  Seeing the 
distinction puts things into an alarming perspective!  Of course, this 
then brings up the need for Christ – which is the whole point!  However, 
Christ does not go to the Father and say, “Don’t worry, this relationship 
with Susie is pretty good and only needs a little brushing up.”  No!  
Christ goes right to His nailed-marked hands and says, “I have bled and 
died for Susie.  She stands righteous because I have bled for her!”  
  
To the point; wisdom is only possible when the distinction between the 
Creator and the created is maintained.  This not only applies to 
theology but to the whole of human life.   
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Since the 1960s the American Church 
has attempted to eradicate Biblical fear.  
One clear example of this (among other 
things) is found in Church architecture.  
For example, consider church 
architecture: is the sanctuary long and 
tall or wide and low?  Now, please do not 
dismiss this; architecture teaches 
something about God and reverence.  
Consider what happens when you enter 
a church that has low ceilings, limited 
Christian art, a small altar, and wide 
seating.  Where do your eyes travel – up 
or sideways/down?  How do you speak – 
quietly or loudly?  How do you feel – 
casual or reverential?  Now, consider 
what happens when you enter a church 
that has a high ceiling, Christian art, a 
larger altar, and long seating.  Where do 
your eyes travel – up or sideways/down?  
How do you speak – quietly or loudly?  
How do you feel – casual or reverential?  
Indeed, since the 1960s, one of the most 
substantial changes in the church has 
been the eradication of reverence.  It is 
hard not to assume that this has had an 
impact on the beginning of wisdom.   

   

What are the 
effects of losing 

reverence- 
besides the loss 

of wisdom?    

When reverence (fear of God) is removed, what takes its place?  The quick 
answer is: free will and personal autonomy.  Alas, spiritual free will and 
personal autonomy are not good but lead to depression, isolation, and lost-
ness.  No reverence means no God.  And if there is no God, mankind must 
assume the role of master and commander of his own universe.  Sigh!    

Where else has a fear of the Lord been diminished?  Consider the church’s 
music, the words that we use, and our daily vocations.   

	


