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May 5th of 2020 

Baptized Saints of St. Paul’s Lutheran: 

 

As you may have heard, our governor has allowed several executive orders to expire last week. Even 

though these executive orders did not specifically apply to the church, we nonetheless are attempting 

to work with the spirit of the executive orders. In other words, in accordance with ND Executive Orders 

and the North Dakota Health Guidelines, St. Paul's resumed church services (without communion) this 

past Sunday at 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM.  Furthermore, we will continue to have public church services on 

Sundays at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM.   

Now, with that said, I would like to take this opportunity to explain several things during this COVID-

19 Interim: 

- We will maintain the 6-foot social distancing guideline in our Sunday Church Services by 

spacing empty pews between attendees. 

- After the 8:00 AM Divine Service, we will close the used pews and then open up fresh new 

pews for the 10:30 AM Divine Service.  We are using masking tape to mark which pews are 

open and closed for maintaining good sanitation. 

- We encourage those who are highly compromised to stay home and watch online.  Go to 

www.anchoredminot.com to access the church services.    

- We encourage people to wear masks (not mandatory).  

- We are not serving communion during Sunday Services at this time.  We will continue to 

offer communion during the week through appointments at the church (Tuesday through 

Thursdays 10AM-3PM). 

- We encourage people to use restrooms before coming to church, to limit movement 

throughout the building.     

- Offering plates will not be passed during the church services. A plate will be in the back to 

receive any offerings.  Offerings can also be given online or by dropped off at the church or 

mailed in to the church office.  

- The Sunday Bible Study will be posted online at 9:30 AM each Sunday through the church 

Facebook page and YouTube page. 

- All Bible studies, Sunday School, and activities are not meeting at this time, and all church 

meetings will be conducted through electronic means until further notice. 

- Vacation Bible School has been postponed until August 14 – 16. 

- Confirmation has been postponed until September 20. 



While it may be unsettling to see all of the above adjustments and precautions, they are being 

implemented to give peace of mind to those who wish to attend on Sundays.  They are in place to 

curb any potential threat of COVID-19, while also allowing the church to be open on Sundays to those 

wishing to attend.   

Finally, I will do my best to keep everyone informed as we attempt to maneuver through these 

interesting times.  Please contact the church with any questions or concerns throughout the week. 

Also, please consult the church website, Facebook page, and Youtube page for daily devotionals and 

updates. 

In closing, let me repeat the closing paragraph of our Easter Sermon: 

Baptized Saints, there is a lasting peace in the Christian faith that the world cannot give and cannot take – 

it is the peace of Christ given to you.  There is a lasting peace in the Christian faith that executive orders, 

stay-at-home quarantines, and social distancing cannot give and the Coronavirus cannot take.  This peace 

is found in the words of Holy Absolution that declare you forgiven of all of your sins. It is a peace that is 

found in your Baptisms, knowing that you have been snatched from darkness unto light – that the God of 

the universe has placed his name upon you. It is a peace that is found in bread and wine that is held up to 

you in the Lord’s Supper - bread and wine that are the true body and blood of Christ. It is a peace of 

conscience that transcends mere emotions and circumstances so that you might have joy in good fortune 

and misfortune… that you may have assurance when life is sweet or sour… that you may have courage in 

sickness or health... that you may have rest in the midst of unrest. 

Peace be with you in the name of Christ. Peace be upon you in Jesus' name.  Jesus is not only the true gift 

of your peace, but the one who is able to establish you in peace.   

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Richard 

 

 

 


