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PASTOR’S NOTE
Baptized Saints
Who would've thought that your choice of using an "anchor" as a theme for
the 100th Anniversary of St. Paul's would be so relevant? In other words,
over the last two years, we have really expounded on the theme of being
"Anchored in Christ."

And what an appropriate theme this has been -

especially for 2020.
You see, the joy of knowing that we are "Anchored in Christ" means that
whether the stormy waters of life are tumultuous or calm, we shall not be
moved. Having Christ as an anchor gives us consistency, assurance, and
steadfast resolve. But there is more! Christ is like a large immovable rock
that is so big that the gates of hell and the chaos of the world cannot move,
shake, or crack Christ. Furthermore, Christ and His finished work are such a
firm foundation that there is no limit to how many people can be
connected to the Rock. And so, we invite others to be anchored with us to weather the storm as we abide with Christ and He with us through the
Word and Sacraments.
Frankly, even though we have all been through a lot in 2020, I firmly believe
that the soul struggles and rough waves of 2020 have strengthened us as a
church - forcing us to cling to the solid rock on which we stand. 2020 has
stripped everyone in our culture and has left us with the simple fact that we
cannot control much of anything; however, Christ holds us in spite of this.
And so, let 2020 be as it may. And we shall not fear for 2021 and what lies
before us, for we are anchored in Christ, and Christ is anchored to us.

We

are buried and resurrected with Him in baptism. Rest. Take comfort. Have
assurance, dear Baptized Saints!
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

October 2020 Newsletter

2

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct 4th

LWML Sunday

Oct 10th

NW Zone LWML Fall Rally, Newburg, ND

Oct 11th

Pastor Appreciation Day

Oct 18th

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting

BE A PART OF GOD’S GIFT TO
ST. PAUL’S CONGREGATION
As we all know, St. Paul’s Divine Services are God’s Gifts to us, the congregation.
Please pray about how God wants you to be a contributor to those gifts by serving on
the Church Council. You’re also welcome to take an assessment to help you identify
how God blessed you to fit into His church body, the assessments are available at the
church office and on the church website, https://www.anchoredminot.com/giftsassessment.
We will be voting on new council members at our Quarterly Voter’s Meeting on
October 18th, 2020. The office’s being voted on are:
Chair of Finance
Financial Secretary
Board of Elders (3 positions)
Board of Trustees (2 positions)
If you have any questions about what the duties of these offices entail either
Email: stewardship@anchoredminot.com or consult St Paul’s Constitution, David
Lozensky, or any current member of the council.
PASTOR RICHARD'S FALL OFFICE HOURS
Mondays
Off
Wednesdays
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (Offsite Sermon Prep)
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM (Office)
3:30 PM - 6:15 PM (Confirmation)

Tuesdays
6:45 AM - 8:00 AM (Bible Study)
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM (Office)
1:30 AM - 3:45 PM (Visitations)
Fridays
9:00 - 12:00 PM (Office)
1:30 PM - 4:30 PM (Visitations)

Thursdays
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (Office)
1:30 PM - 4:30 PM (Visitations)
***The times above reflect when Pastor Richard will generally be at his office/study. The schedule may vary due to
weddings, funerals, hospital visits, and pastoral care emergencies.
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A monastery is a building or many
buildings where monks or nuns live with
religious vows. In these monasteries,
monks and nuns will keep busy with
rigorous religious activities, growing
food, and crafting goods.
While some monasteries
do a tremendous amount
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welcome areas, often dwarf the
sanctuary’s size. You can also see it
in church activity calendars too. For
instance, the sanctuary is used one
day a week for church services, and
the rest of the church facility bustles
with religious activities the other six

MONASTERY?

days of the week. To

the point; much of
of work for the greater community, it is By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard the religious activities of Christians
generally understood that individuals in
these days (apart from actual church services) occur
the monastery live in seclusion from the rest of the
within the four walls of the church facility.
world. And so, by design, monasteries are places
Christians are very busy – religiously speaking –
where individuals are meant to withdraw from the
inside their churches.
world into spiritual seclusion – they are freed from
the distractions of the greater world. Worship serWhile this may seem like a super-critical observavices, prayers, fellowship, and hard work all occur –
tion, it is worth noting that the past architecture
exclusively - within the monastery’s four walls.
and calendars show us that apart from regularly
scheduled church services, much of Christians’ lives
Now, while it is easy to believe that monasteries are
did not happen (and could not happen) within the
things of the past – from the Medieval Age –
surwalls of the church. You see, many older church
prisingly, they have been on the rise in America for
buildings consisted of a sanctuary and a very small
quite some time. They are popping up everywhere,
narthex (i.e., entryway). And so, much of the nonoften in ways that one might not think. That is to say;
church-service-activities of modern churches would
many churches in America have become modern-day
not be possible in older church buildings.
monasteries.
So, all of this brings up a fascinating observation.
You can often see these modern-day monasteries in
If worship services happened in the sanctuary,
the architecture of church building. For example,
where did all the other church’s activities and
church fellowship halls, gymnasiums, lobbies, cafes,
courtyards, multipurpose rooms, clubhouses, and
Continue onto the Next Page

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

October 2020 Newsletter

busyness occur? If there were no gyms, fellowship
halls, gymnasiums, lobbies, cafes, courtyards, multipurpose rooms, clubhouses, and welcome areas,
where did the Christian practice their faith the other
six days of the week? The answer, it occurred in their
vocations. It happened in the Estate of the Family.
I am reminded of a former parishioner who was very
insistent on having his own ‘ministry’ within the
church’s four walls. It had to be ‘his ministry,’ it had
to take place ‘within’ the church building, and it has
to be ‘on’ the church calendar. Now, setting aside
the misunderstanding that there is only one ministry
in the church – the Word and Sacraments – what was
this man’s hang-up? Quite simply, he was doing
everything possible to avoid suffering in his
vocations and wanted to have his religious fill inside
the church. Without even realizing it, he made the
church into a modern monastery where he hoped to
live in seclusion from his vocations as a husband,
father, and grandfather. He was married to a very
overbearing woman. His relationship with his three
grown children was quite challenging. And he
frankly despised the idea of being tied down as a
grandfather – changing dirty diapers and playing
house all day. And so, the idea of doing a ministry
inside the church was quite appealing, as it would
allow him to seclude himself from his vocations as a
husband, father, and grandfather. He could still be
religious and pious inside the church while conveniently neglecting his vocational callings in the real
world.
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Sacraments.
But when churches become monasteries, the church
and parishioners become inward-focused, and the
Christians’ vocations in the ‘real world’ are often
neglected. No wonder why so many churches in our
day and age are obsessed with the jargon of being
missional.
They set themselves up to be a
monastery, which results in Christian good works not
flowing outward into vocations but inward into the
church’s walls. Alas! As Luther once famously said,
“God does not need our good works, but our neighbor
does.”
And so, we can conclude that the health of any local
church is not necessarily tied to the religious fervor
or bustle inside the walls of the church – churches
are not monasteries. But does this mean that
churches should not be active or busy? By no
means! The health of any local church is tied to the
distribution and reception of the Word and
Sacraments! Healthy Christians come to the church
often and regularly to receive – to be strengthened in
their faith to God and built up in love for their neighbors. Any busyness, religious fervor, and bustle inside the church walls should be about receiving, not
doing. We receive from the church (i.e., faith); we do
to our neighbors in our vocations (i.e., love).
Christians always come to church – and come regularly – not to give their best to God but to receive
God’s best in Christ via the Word and Sacraments!

Christians come to church regularly to confess sins,
receive forgiveness, be strengthened in faith, and
While there is indeed a need for parishioners to be at built up in love, so that they might enter back into
the church to maintain the building, conduct needed their vocations.
The pattern is simple: gather,
business, make plans, and receive the Word and receive, and go – then repeat.
Sacraments, it must be clearly understood that most
of the Christian’s piety is played out in their Godly
vocations. The church is not an escape from one’s
vocation as a father, mother, parent, son, daughter,
worker, citizen, etc. But instead, the church is the
one place where Christians gather to be forgiven of
their failures, strengthened in faith, and built up in
love so that they can joyfully leave the four walls of
the church and enter into their vocations for good
works – good works that God has prepared in
advance for them to walk in. All church leaders and
pastors work in the church to the end that the
parishioners might receive the Word and
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Offering Counters
Needed
There is a group of very dedicated volunteers who
manage the counting and reconciling of our weekly
offerings after the Sunday church service. Many of
these volunteers have performed this service for
many years. We need your help, we attempt to keep
a group large enough so as to not overburden the
same people for too many Sundays in a row.
If you have basic counting skills, can maintain a
checkbook, and would be willing to lend a hand;
please contact Cheryl Bonnie or the church office.

Donations

Donations

for

for

Social Concerns

fresh

may be given
throughout the year.

Easter and Christmas

~place a donation in an envelope~
~write “Social Concerns” on the
envelope~ ~place the envelope in the
offering plate~

for the Altar
may be given
throughout the year.

flowers

~place a donation in an envelope~
~write “Altar Flowers” on the
envelope~ ~place the envelope in the
offering plate~
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*

*See digital bulletin board for list.
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2020 LWML SUNDAY
October 4th

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each
woman’s identity as a child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran
Women in Mission are women of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’ name
and bold support of missions through Mite Box offerings. As Christians, we have been
given the kingdom of God to bear its fruit.
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10/1
10/1
10/3
10/4

Conner Evenson
Denae Vaughan
Erin Richards
Jamison Rogers

10/15
10/16
10/17
10/21

Marnita Halstengard
Cora Pfennig
Mark Schaefer
Hayden Haney

10/6
10/7
10/9
10/9
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/14
10/14

Holden Haney
Lucus Evenson
Dustin Hendrickson
Jim Roberts
Abigail Benham
Lennox Pape
Hallie Haney
Myrtle Beaudoin
Sharon Wallery
Joshua Phillips

10/26
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/31
10/31

Dayson Forness
Connie Delzer
Payten Reing
Connie O’Connor
Tracy Pelzer
Robert Ringsaker
Collin Abernathey
Shirley Peterson

2020-2021 ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
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For the most up
up--to
to--date calendar events,
please check out our online calendar at

www.anchoredminot.com

