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PASTOR’S NOTE

Happy Reformation!

Pastor’s Note





Dear Baptized Saints of St. Paul’s:
On October 31st, we celebrate the
Reformation. This year it is the 501st
Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation.

Considering this, what has changed since the Reformation?

From the Pastor’s
Study

Actually, nothing! Yes, nothing has changed. We continue to be who
we are and do what we do in the spirit and history of the great
Reformation. But this brings up a good question.

What’s Going On At
St. Paul’s?

What does it mean to be a Lutheran Church of the Reformation?



Service Schedules



Calendar

What is our Lutheran DNA?
A close friend of mine once stated that Lutheranism is defined by
6 main characteristics. They are:
1) We Lutherans are Christ-centered. It isn’t about us, but it is
about Jesus who is ‘for’ us.
2) We Lutherans are about the Bible. We are captive to the Bible,
not the changing opinions of mankind.
3) We Lutherans focus on the gifts of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. We daily remember our baptisms and constantly
come to church to receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.
4) We Lutherans are Confessional. What we believe, teach, and
confess is all laid forth in the 1580 Book of Concord – we confess
boldly like those who have come before us.
5) We Lutherans uphold Law and Gospel, especially in our
preaching. We need the Law to show us our sins; we need the
Gospel to show us Jesus’ forgiveness for our sins.
6)

We Lutherans are Liturgical. We hold to the ancient liturgy, not
for the sake of tradition, but because it has proven to be stable
Continue Reading on Page 2
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and consistent throughout the last 2,000 years
for billions of Christians on every continent.
Indeed, the liturgy keeps us grounded, when
so many churches throughout the ages have
become reeds blowing in the winds of culture.
So, yes, we continue to be and do what we
have been doing as a church. We continue to
be Lutherans at St. Paul's. We continue to
focus on Jesus, uphold the Word, cherish the
sacraments,
confess our doctrine, rightly
divide Law and Gospel, and hold to the liturgy.
We continue in this DNA, not because it is the
only way in Christianity, but because we believe it is the best way.
Happy Reformation! The Lord bless and keep
us for the next 500 years or until Jesus comes
to take us home.
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard

OUR FAMILY
St. Paul’s Welcomes New Parishioners to Our Family
The Weyer Family (Jason & Ruth, Jason II, & Lillianna)
became members of our parish during the month of
October.
We hope you find your new home welcoming here at St. Paul’s!

2

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

November 2018 Newsletter

3

NOVEMBER HYMNS
November 4, 2018

All Saints Day (Observed)

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: #676 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White”
Sermon Hymn: #677 “For All the Saints”
Closing Hymn: #700 “Love Divine, All Love Excelling”
Communion Hymns both services: #618, #642, #643, #594
November 11, 2018 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Trinity Divine Service Three
Opening Hymn: #818 “In Thee Is Gladness”
Sermon Hymn: #750 “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”
Closing Hymn: #717 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
Communion Hymns both services: #619, #620, #621, #622
November 18, 2018

Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: #672 “Lift High the Cross”
Sermon Hymn: #658 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”
Closing Hymn: #461 “Thy Strong Word”
Communion Hymns for both services: #623, #625, #628, #634
November 25, 2018

Last Sunday of the Church Year Divine Service Three

Opening Hymn: #905 “Come, Thou Almighty King”
Sermon Hymn: #516 “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
Closing Hymn: #922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Communion Hymns for both services: #636, #637, #642, #643

Oh

sing to the LORD a new song,
or He has done marvelous things!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to everyone born in the month

NOVEMBER

2 – Jacob Saunders

13 – Barbara Braun

3 – Kimberly Shappell
4 – Kayla King

Sharon Lippincott
14– Katelyn Shappell

Kayla Neubauer
5 – Dave Beach

28 – Yvonne Hoover
29 – Taylor Lang
30 – Sutten Bailey

15 – Jacob Lokken

Jacob Glasgow

16 – Wallace Darkow

Jeanine Kabanuk

6 – Larry Schimmelpfennig

Shirley Dosch

Donald Ladner

7 – Silas Racz

Patrick Nehring

Roger Pelzer

9 – Kiya Plesuk

19 – Elijah Racz

Lilyahna Woznicki

Keith Seney

21 – Gary Walhaug

10 – Brian Lokken

23– Scott Walhaug

11 – Andrea Grossman

24 – Dean Cooper

Carter Sauer

Tamara Gillmore

St. Paul’s - Did You Know?
Hey St. Paul’s, did you know that we now
have a resource center?

Yes

we are very excited to announce that bibles
and books are now available for purchase in
our new resource center located outside of the Pastor’s
Study.
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Pastor’s Study Hours

Parish Office Hours

Monday-Thursday

Monday-Thursday

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Friday

Friday

Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Please contact Pastor or the Parish office
if you need spiritual care;
know of someone hospitalized and needing a visit;
have a prayer submission;
or have any other church-related circumstance.
Pastor Contact Information
Email: stpaulsrev@srt.com
Cell: 701-389-0418
Office: 701-852-2821
Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com

Parish Office Contact Information
Email: stpaulsofc@srt.com
Office: 701-852-2821
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rom the Pastor’s Study
The Christian’s War:

Life as a Simultaneous Sinner and Saint
Part 1 of 5
By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

Well-meaning Christians will often tell pagans that
they should become Christians. And the reason they
give to pagans: becoming a Christian supposedly allows a person to live a better life. They say that Christianity allows a person to enlarge their vision, break
through the barriers of the past, and live with enthusiasm while defeating the disappointments of life.[1] In
other words, the reason why a person should become
a Christian is that the Christian life is supposedly
stress-free, peaceful, and glorious. Christianity is sold
as a peaceful walk on the beach – a life of ease where
the good times roll.

So, we can say on the one hand that our baptisms
give us peace with God. However, on the other hand,
our baptisms put us at war with the devil. Our baptisms put a big target on our head and heart.

Now, just to be clear, being a Christian means that we
most definitely have peace with God – no wrath and
no fear of condemnation in Christ Jesus.[2] Yes,
when we were baptized, we were given the forgiveness of sins which brings about comfort; however,
this peace with God and the comfort of forgiveness
have ramifications in this life in the vale of tears.

So, while we often see baptisms of babies in their
white garments as peaceful celebrations, what is actually occurring is the beginning of a lifelong struggle
for the baby, not only with the devil but with themselves.

It is like this: before you and I were baptized into the
Christian faith, we were under the power of the devil,
which means that we were enemies of God. You
heard that right, before baptism, you and I were
‘enemies’ of God. Before baptism you and I were on
the wrong team – dead in sin and at war with God.
However, baptism changed all of this. At baptism, a
new reality happened. You and I were made children
of God.[3] We were wrapped in the goodness of Jesus. You and I were snatched out of the kingdom of
darkness and placed into the kingdom of light.

Quite simply, at baptism, you were given the Holy
Spirit and faith. And with the Holy Spirit and faith:
new attitudes, desires, and actions as well. At your
baptism, there was a creation of what is called the
‘new man of faith.’ We can also call this the ‘new self’
or the ‘new creation.’ And with this creation of the
new man, there becomes an ongoing life-and-death
struggle with the old Adam.[4]

But we must keep in mind that the devil is not the only one that we become at war with. That is right; we
actually become at war with ourselves. Yes, a civil war
emerged in you and me at our baptisms. A struggle
began when the waters of your baptism hit your head.
When the Word of God with the water were applied
to you at your baptisms, a conflict emerged with
yourself.

But why is baptism the beginning of a personal war
for the Christian?

You see, you and I were conceived in sin. We all have
this sinful nature, which we call our old Adam or the
old self. It was inherited from Adam and Eve and will,
But as previously mentioned, there are consequences unfortunately, be with us until the day we die. It is like
to baptism. You see, if we now belong to the Lord, we a virus that stays with us and corrupts everything that
do not belong to the devil. And if we are now at
we think, say, and do. In fact, this virus of sin – the old
peace with God, we are most definitely at war with
Adam – is so deeply embedded in mankind that most
the devil and his cohorts.
people cannot even recognize it in themselves.[5]
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So what this means is that
as long as there is no
baptism and no new man of faith and no new holy impulses and no Holy Spirit, a person will not
experience a civil war within themselves. Indeed,
as long as there is no new man of faith there will
be no conflict with the old Adam – the old Adam
will be free to reign. However, as soon as baptism
creates the new man in the baptized person,
along with the new Spirit-created attitudes and
desires, well… war breaks out – the struggle begins. The old Adam is kicked off the throne, the
gloves come off, and the battle begins.

Continued from Page 6

And so, your life as a Christian is not one of ease
like so many preachers and popular so-called
Christian books say, but rather, your life as a
Christian is the exact opposite – it is a life in conflict. Frankly stated, the Christian life is not experienced as luxury, comfort, or paradise, but a daily
battle between the old Adam and the new man in
Christ.

little red devil on the other, as we have seen so
many times on those old Looney Tunes cartoons.
We are not in some neutral and innocent inbetween place where we must decide which one
to listen to.
And we should not take all of this to mean that
you and I are part sinner and part righteous, like
40% sinner and 60% saint. We are not a mathematical fraction. But rather, we are people who
have this old Adam hanging around our neck,
and yet we have this new man created at baptism.
We are both sinner and saint at the same time.
We have both unbelief and faith at the same
time.

Indeed, even though sin has been dethroned by
grace at our baptisms, we Christians are still weak
because this sins lingers on and wreaks havoc.[7]
This sin is like an old man’s beard; it keeps growing back. And so, this is the reason why we confess every Sunday that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against
God in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We conThe Apostle Paul talks about this battle between
fess this because this is true. This is who we are.
the old Adam and the new man in Romans chap- We are 100% sinners through and through.
ter 7. And even our Lutheran forefathers reference this daily battle quite often in their writings. And yet, the Lord does not let our eyes remain on
They say that Christians are simultaneously saints this fact. As baptized saints, we must realize that
the Lord snatches us away from ourselves and
and sinners. That is to say; in this life, you and I
declares to us every Sunday that we are forgiven
are sinners in the eyes of God’s Law, the world,
of all of our sins in Christ Jesus – that we are a
and when we look at ourselves. When we pinch
saint because of Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurourselves and look in the mirror, we see a sinner rection? Yes, the Lord in the absolution reminds
– 100% sinner through and through. However,
us that we have been baptized.
at the ‘same time,’ we are also saints in the eyes
This is the life of the Christian. This is the war,
of God, because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurwhich is a direct result of baptism – a baptism
rection on our behalf. So, when we consider our that put us at odds with the devil and the sinful
baptisms, we see ourselves as saints – 100%
nature, but at peace with the Lord God forever.
saints because our baptisms have washed us of
1] Joel Osteen, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potenour sins, rescued us from death and the devil,
tial, (FaithWords, 2015), passim.
given us eternal salvation, and wrapped us in
2] See Romans 5:1, 8:1.
Christ’s robe of righteousness.[6]
3] See Romans 1:18 and Ephesians 2:1.
By our natural sight we see ourselves as sinners;
by faith, though, we see ourselves as saints. Both
sinners and saints at the same time, depending
on how we see ourselves.
Now, we must be careful not to understand this
as if we have a good angel on one shoulder and a

4] Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation (St. Louis, MO: Concordia
Publishing House, 2017), 303.
5] See the Epitome of the Formula of Concord, I:9 and the Smalcald
Articles on Concerning Sin.
6] Robert Kolb and Charles P. Arand, The Genius of Luther’s Theology
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008), 49.
7] Jonathan F. Grothe, The Justification of the Ungodly: Second Edition
(St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada, 2012), 261.
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Sunday School News
Pre-school – 2nd Grade
Sing at the beginning of 10:30 am service 1st Sunday’s of
each month
3rd grade – Confirmation
Sing at the beginning of 10:30 am service 3rd Sunday’s of
each month
Reformation Sunday
Bibles given to 3rd graders end of 8:00 am service and beginning of 10:30 am service
Children’s Christmas Service Practice
Nov 4th, 11th, 18th Noon – 2pm Lunch provided
3rd – Confirmation
Dec 2nd, 9th Noon – 2pm Lunch provided
Pre-school – Confirmation
Depending on how practice goes we may ask for a practice on
Dec 15th time will be determined closer. Children’s Christmas
Service December 16th at 4pm, we asked that children be there
by 3:30.’

Anyone that plays an instrument and would like to play during prelude, offering or postlude
need to visit with Jennifer Larsen by Nov 18th.
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Confirmation
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
"Serve the Lord with gladness." Psalm 100:2

Thankful

Kitchen
Meeting

Thanksgiving is just around
the corner. If you think
about it, we have so very
much to be thankful for our
church family, friends, our
country and our salvation.
A kitchen meeting was held
on Oct. 18th, those attending discussed the organization and the care of the
kitchen. Thank you to that
special group for their great
ideas. To help us do so, we
ask that you label your items
or bring disposable containWe will be recognizing the ers when you bring things in
Veterans who help or have for funerals, potlucks, or
helped keep our country special occasions. Thank you
safe on November 11th at to those who have donated
our monthly potluck after coffee to our kitchen. You
second service at 12:00pm. have done such a good job
Please join us for that event. that we ask that you wait
until we ask for coffee to be
donated again.

Veterans Day
Potluck

Pastor
Appreciation
Potluck
We are also thankful to the
people who attended the
Pastor Appreciation Potluck
and those who worked so
hard to make it a special
day. Thank you.

Fall Rally
The Fall Rally was attended
by 61 people. Pastor Richard
led us in the Opening Devotions and was our speaker,
talking about his book, “Will
the Real Jesus Please Stand
Up?” Pastor Rothchild led us
in a Bible Study, closing devotions, and we celebrated
his birthday. Thank you to all
the wonderful people who
made this event a success.
Your hard work was very
much appreciated.

Corrected
Phone Numbers
Please check your mail slot
for an updated prayer chain
list with corrected phone
numbers for Joyce Kaeding,
Arlice
Benham,
Shirley
Faydo, and Kathy Coughlin.

Please Join Us
St. Paul’s LWML meets on
the 2nd Thursday of each
month at 1:00pm in
the
Fellowship Hall.
We have a Pastor led Bible
Study and Devotion. Please
join us. We would love to
have you!
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Lutheran’s Layman’s League
(LLL)
Thanksgiving Potluck
Thursday, November 15th @ 6:30pm
Everyone is invited to attend
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NOVEMBER 2018 SCHEDULES
If anyone serves me,
and where I am,
If anyone serves me,

he must follow me;
there will my servant be also.
the Father will honor him.
John 12:26

ACOLYTES
4th
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho

18th
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen

11th
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - Hayden Haney

25th
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson
10:30 AM - Joseph Shappell

GREETERS

USHERS

4th
8:00 AM - Mike & Kathy Coughlin
10:30 AM Cedric & Megan Halvorson
11th
8:00 AM - Dave & Sandra Llewellyn
10:30 AM - Darren Kabanuk & Boys
18th
8:00 AM - Celeste Simmons & Shirley Peterson
10:30 AM - Steve & Bonnie Beaudoin
25th
8:00 AM - Melven & Arlene Hausauer
10:30 AM - Don & Diane Ladner

4th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen
11th
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner
18th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop
25th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken

ELDERS
4th
8:00 - Roger Pelzer
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken

18th
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz

11th
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Joe Hudson

25th
8:00 AM - Roger Pelzer
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie

November 2018
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Anchored in Christ

