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PASTOR’S NOTE
Baptized Saints
Churches across the world are in the Season of Lent. This is not only a
time where we experience penitence – that is remorse for our sins –
but it is a time that actually funnels us towards Mt. Calvary. Like the
narrative flow of the Gospels, we too are being taken somewhere in
the flow of the church calendar. That somewhere is the place of the
skull – Golgotha. But why are we taken to the cross? We are taken to
the cross year after year after year to behold the suffering and
bleeding savior – the Christ who went to the cross for you and for me.
And so we go to behold the cross – the agony and pain – because it is
where our sins were forgiven.
After the blood, pain, and cry of Christ – It is Finished – we are then
brought into silence. We remain in the quietness of Good Friday’s
shadow, until we come to Sunday Morning. On Sunday Morning, we
hear the good news that the tomb is empty, that our Lord is not in the
grave! From this most blessed news we are then granted faith to
confess, “He has died for me; He has risen for me; all has been made
right!”
So, my dear friends, we journey this next two months through Lent, to
Good Friday and to the Empty Tomb. We journey through these
events not as a mere historical academic lesson, but rather we journey
because it is the story of our salvation. It is your story; it is my story.
It is the story that defines us as the Lord’s Baptized.
Have a blessed journey to the cross and the empty tomb, as the story
of salvation envelops us all.
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard
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to everyone born in the month

MARCH

3 – Serenity Richard

20 – Bonnie Joern

4 – Darlene Edwards

21 – Ethel Walter

William Schmitz
5 – Kristie Hoff

22 – Joanne Anhorn
Jeanette Wirtzfeld

6 – Shirley Hoelscher

23 – Dennis Klimpel

Ellie Nelson

24 – Kristi Schaefer

7 – Julianna O'Neill

25 – Grace Brietzke

Ryley Plesuk
Karen Stevens

Brady Sorensen
26 – NaVae Bernsdorf

8 – Sandy Darrow

Derek Kabanuk

9 – Marlene Jundt

Kimberly Prey

10 – Caleb Reing
13 – Anya Richard
14 – Dorothy Pederson
Danielle Plesuk
15 – Lucas Sutton
Kimberly Winter
17 – Melissa Sutton
18 – Michael Grubb

28 – Judy Hudson
Joseph Shappell
29 – Jaiden Schmaltz
30 – Ian Richards
31 – Jason Kraft
Kira Thompson
Jerome Wallery
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MARCH HYMNS
March 3, 2019

Quinquagesima
Divine Service One
Opening Hymn: 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Sermon Hymn: 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
Communion Hymns: 619, 620, 621, 643
Closing Hymn: 861 Christ Be My Leader

March 6, 2019

Ash Wednesday
Divine Service Four
Opening Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
Sermon Hymn: 606 I Lay My Sins On Jesus
Communion Hymns: 623, 622, 625
Closing Hymn: 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

March 10, 2019

First Sunday in Lent
Divine Service Three
Opening Hymn: 770 What a friend we have in Jesus
Sermon Hymn: 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Communion Hymns: 628, 632, 634, 637
Closing Hymn: 718 Jesus, Lead Thou On

March 17, 2019

Second Sunday in Lent
Divine Service One
Opening Hymn: 760 What God Ordains Is Always Good
Sermon Hymn: 615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need
Communion Hymns: 642, 636, 643
Closing Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

March 24, 2019

Third Sunday in Lent
Divine Service Three
Opening Hymn: 521 Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken
Sermon Hymn: 659 Lord of Our Life
Communion Hymns: 618, 620, 622
Closing Hymn: 594 God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It

March 31, 2019

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Divine Service Four

Opening Hymn: 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
Sermon Hymn: 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Communion Hymns: 623, 625, 628, 632
Closing Hymn: 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

F
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Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

rom the Pastor’s Study
The Christian’s War:

LIFE AS A SIMULTANEOUS SINNER AND SAINT
Part 4 of 5
By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

Paul that we will not gratify

“The human creature does not, in fact, live the desires of the old Adam.
as a self-existent and autonomous being, but Let us pause here a moment
only as one who is made by Another and is to clarify, though.
always dependent on Another.”
As Christians, we are to be led
-William Schumacher
not by ‘our’ spirit, implying

that we are to look within ourselves, but rather, we are to
God and fights against the will look outside of ourselves to
of God.[2] We live our lives in be led by ‘the’ Holy Spirit.
great weakness because the
old Adam is defiant and hos- It is like this, walking by the
tile towards God. Therefore, it Holy Spirit should be underis impossible to live this Chris- stood as nothing more than
tian
life
without
some you and I clinging to Jesus by
“hindrance of the [old Adam]. faith. And in this clinging to
Your [old Adam] will be an ob- Jesus, as weak people, we are
stacle, the sort of obstacle led by the Holy Spirit. And
that will prevent you from do- when we are led by the Holy
ing what you would.”[3]
Spirit, we are living under the
So, if we Christians have this guiding influence of the Holy
great weakness, how are we Spirit who works through the
to endure? How are we to live Word and Sacraments.
and walk? In other words, we A perfect picture of being led
know that the old Adam with by the Holy Spirit is when “a
its sins should daily drown child puts her hand into the
and die in repentance and hand of a beloved and trusted
faith, as it says in the Small father.”[4] A little girl knows
Catechism; however, is there that she is weak and unable to
anything else for us as Chris- do much of anything, so she
tians? Yes, there is. You see, looks away from herself and
on the one hand, we need to her weaknesses, and places
see the old Adam drown and her hand into her father’s
die, but on the other hand, we strong hand. And there, with
are called to walk by the Spirit. her father, she is gently led
And in walking by the Spirit, and protected. The same is
we are told by the Apostle

“Who Do I Say That You Are?”

As Christians, we must keep
in mind that we are not perfectly and wholly renewed.
Now, please do not misunderstand me, our sin is indeed
covered by Jesus (we are forgiven of all our sins), but this
sin still lingers on in us, making us weak. You see, our sin
is real. Our sin is no different
than the sin of unbelievers.
And so, we are never in the
place where we can go around
thinking that we are Christian
superheroes who keep God’s
law perfectly and fulfill it completely.[1]
Contrary to what those televangelists say, we are not independently powerful, we do
not have greatness within, and
we certainly are not strong –
the old Adam still clings to us
down to the grave.
And so, we Christians live our
lives in great weakness. We
live our lives knowing that we
still have this sinful nature that
actively resists the Word of

Continue onto the Next Page
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true for us as Christians, the Holy Spirit by a gentle
and loving grasp “leads the baptized into a [Godly] orientation, He does
not drive Christians to conformity to rules...The [Holy] Spirit does not
[harshly] demand obedience but rather produces fruit”[5] – love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.
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Continued from Page 4

Another picture and illustration would be that of a beggar. Yes, a beggar.
During the last hours of Martin Luther’s life, he wrote a short meditation
on a sheet of paper. His brief reflection ended with the words, “This is
true, we are all beggars.” You see, Luther understood that if we consult
our conscience, what we inevitably find is a life in conflict – life where
the old Adam is in tension with the Holy Spirit who is at work. In other
words, Luther knew that within every single Christian the sinful nature
remained, even though it is forgiven in Jesus. Luther knew that every
single Christian was capable of sin and sinned. He knew that the Christian could not freely do what he wanted to do, even though he tried
with sweat and strain.[6] Therefore, Luther said that we are beggars.
We are indeed beggars who depend upon the Lord’s forgiveness –
clinging to the Lord and needing to be led by the Holy Spirit. That is to
say; we are not o.k. on our own. We need something more. We need
help. Something that is a part of us keeps sabotaging our best intentions. We do not have what it takes. We can will it, but we can’t do it.
We can decide to do good, but we really do not do it perfectly. We set
out not to do bad things, but we then end up doing it anyway. We
know God’s Law and delight in it; however, we cannot keep it perfectly.
Something is indeed wrong – the old Adam is what has gone wrong,
deep within us. The old Adam covertly rebels and always tries to take
the upper hand.[7]
And so, left to ourselves, nothing helps. And that is why we must turn
away from ourselves. Like a helpless beggar, we must understand that
our hope and solution does not lie within, but is outside of ourselves in
Jesus.
So, we look away from our poverty of sin. We look away from our old
Adam. We chalk it up as dead. We confess it all as sin. We beat our
chest saying,
“I am a sinner, and I am aware of my sin; for I have not yet put off my
flesh, to which sin will cling as long as it lives. But I will [follow] the
[Holy] Spirit rather than the [old Adam]. That is, by faith and hope I will
take hold of Christ. I will [brace] myself with His Word, and . . . I will refuse to gratify the desire of the [pathetic old Adam].”[8]
Yes, as beggars, with hands and ears wide open, we receive the proclaimed Word of God, knowing that the Holy Spirit is at work in the
Word to strengthen our faith and lead us through this vale of tears,
called life.

"That is the reason
why our theology is
trustworthy:
because it tears us
away from
ourselves and
places us outside
of ourselves--in
such a way that we
do not rely on our
own powers, our
conscience, our
senses, our person,
our works, but it
supports us instead
on that which is
outside of
ourselves (extra
nos), namely, on
the promise and
truth of God, which
cannot deceive."
-Martin Luther
“LW 26:387”

“As we mature in
faith we learn to
borrow all that we
need and all that we
are from Christ.
Only as beggars do
we have access to
the Father's presence and His grace.
Only as we receive
grace upon grace
from His fullness
can we praise Him in
the heavenly choir."
-John Kleinig

“Grace Upon Grace”

Continue onto the Next Page
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“We are not masters of our actions, from beginning to end, but servants.”
-Martin Luther
“Disputation against Scholastic Theology”

It must be stated that being led by the Holy Spirit as a beggar is contrary to the popular religious opinions of our day and age. Our culture and many well-intentioned, but severely
misinformed pastors, tell us to look within ourselves for some untapped spiritual potential
within. They encourage the laity to look within themselves for the so-called diamond in the
rough. And so, Christians turn inward and rummage through the layers upon layers of sin,
looking for potential and talent hidden within. And then without even knowing it, these
poor Christians stumble upon the sinful old Adam dressed up in potential. And then being
deceived, these Christians begin to prop up the old Adam – sowing to the sinful flesh –
while taking their eyes off of Jesus.
Lord have mercy on them; Lord have mercy on us.
However, our theology, which is the theology of the Bible, “snatches us away from ourselves
and places us outside ourselves, so that we do not depend on our own strength, conscience,
experience, . . . or works but depend on that which is outside ourselves, that is, on the promise and truth of God, which cannot deceive.”[9]
Indeed, our sin only yields more sin – sin upon sin. But the one outside of us, Jesus Christ is
the fountainhead of grace, life, and truth – grace upon grace for sinners like me and like
you. And all of this is constantly given to us by the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacraments!
Living by the guidance of the Holy Spirit is hard, yet at the same time easy. “It is hard because we take such great pride in our own achievements and self-sufficiency. We do not like
to ask God, or anyone, for anything.”[10] Besides, the old Adam likes the attention. As sinners, we like to be in the driver’s seat. “Yet it is also easy because our spirituality does not
depend on our performance but on our receiving from God.”[11]
And so, we live by the Holy Spirit not to become increasingly self-sufficient, but we follow
the Spirit as beggars before God the Father in Heaven. Indeed, we are beggars because
everything about us depends solely on Christ, not ourselves. We live by the Holy Spirit because where the Spirit is present, He renews, ignites faith, and gives God-pleasing virtues to
us.[12] We live by the Holy Spirit because this new man is nothing without the Holy Spirit.
We walk by the Holy Spirit for the Spirit has “called [us] by the Gospel, enlightened [us] with
His gifts, sanctified and kept [us] in the true faith.”[13]
1] Formula of Concord, Epitome, II:5.
2] Ibid, II:59.
3] Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians – 1535: Volume 2 (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1964), 72.
4] The Lutheran Study Bible (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2009), 2011.
5] Jonathan Grothe, The Justification of the Ungodly: An Interpretation of Romans: Second Edition (St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada: 2012), 347.
6] Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians – 1535, 75.
7] Paraphrase of Romans 7.
8] Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians, 73.
9] Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians – 1535: Volume 1 (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1963), 387.
10] John W. Kleinig, Grace Upon Grace: Spirituality for Today (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2008), 29.
11] Ibid.
12] Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, II:71.
13] Martin Luther, The Small Catechism: The Apostles’ Creed.

MARCH 2019 SCHEDULES
If anyone serves me,

and where I am,

he must follow me;

ACOLYTES

there will my servant be also.
John 12:26

3rd
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Payten Reing

24th
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen

10th
8:00 AM - Destinie Pierson
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho

31st
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Joseph Shappell

17th
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - Holden Haney

GREETERS

USHERS

3rd
8:00 AM - Melven & Arlene Hausauer
10:30 AM - Don & Diane Ladner

3rd
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner

10th
8:00 AM - Joe & Linda Hudson
10:30 AM - Scott & Elisa Broberg

10th
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop

17th
8:00 AM - Kim & Linda Filipek
10:30 AM - President & Doris Bertsch

17th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken

24th
8:00 AM - Jennifer Huston & Kelli Dekutoski
10:30 AM - Adrian & Colleen Fitchner
31st
8:00 AM - Celeste Simmons & Shirley Peterson
10:30 AM - Ton & Paula Benham

24th
8:00 AM - Team 2: Roger & Riley
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen
31st
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner

ELDERS
3rd
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Cedric Halvorson

24th
8:00 AM - Kim Filipek
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken

10th
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz

31st
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Joe Hudson

17th
8:00 AM - Mark Schaefer
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie

Tuesday
March 5th at 4:00pm
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

THE FOLLOWING NAMES WITH WORK GROUP ASSIGNMENTS
WERE ADDED TO THE LWML BOOKLET.
BENHAM, ABIGAIL - WG 3
BERNSDORF, BRYNN - WG 2
LARSEN, CHRISTINA - WG 6
PELZER, ASHLEE - WG 7
PFENNIG, GRACE - WG 2
PIERSON, BREANNE - WG 5

SHAPPELL, KATELYN - WG 7
SHAPPELL, KIMBERLY - WG 7
VAUGHAN, MCKENNA, WG 2
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Attention St. Paul's Members!
We are working on getting a new photo church directory. To accomplish
this, we have the help of Lifetouch. They have agreed to come and take
pictures of our church family. There is no cost to you for the photo session.
You will even be given a complimentary photo and an opportunity to order
pictures for your personal use at home.
To get things started, we are asking that you schedule your session with
Lifetouch at the following link:
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp4t42d0/
If you would rather schedule a session at the church, Ruth will be available
after the services this Sunday (March 3) and throughout the week.
If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office at 701-852-2821.
Thank you!

Photography Dates & Times
March 19, 2-9pm, March 20, 9am-3pm, March 21, 2-9pm,
March 22, 2-9pm, March 23, 10am-4:30pm
Check out our church website & calendar for more details at

www.anchoredminot.com
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