distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that
had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his
debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Lent Responsory

pg. 231

Sermon

Petition 5 of Lord's Prayer

Canticle
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Magnificat
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Offering
Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
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Collect of the Day (spoken by pastor)
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Collect for Peace
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Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Lent Vespers Service Order
March 18th of 2020

A WORD ABOUT VESPERS
Vespers, meaning “evening”, is the historic name for the early
evening service of the pre-Reformation church and of the
Lutheran church since the Reformation. This evening prayer
service originates from the sixth-century but was maintained by
Martin Luther and the Reformers because it functions as a
faithful prayer service for the church during gatherings in the
evening. In many respects it is reminiscent of the Jewish
evening sacrifices with its incense and lights. Vespers, from the
earliest times, has been invested with deep sentiment and poetic
feeling. Man feels his kinship with all nature. The sun and the
winds have done their work, the day draws to its close, the
shadows lengthen, and a peaceful calm descends upon the
earth. So men feel a sense of duty done, the satisfaction that
springs from honest toil in proper mood. However, many seek
change in worldly pleasure, and for some the hours of dark are
the hours of foolishness and sin. The Christian too, is not free
from temptation. Isolation and weariness or evil companionship
and example may lead him astray. Thankfully, there is grace and
strength to be found in Christian fellowship and prayer, and a
lively sense of God’s providence may well lead the Christian, as
opportunity affords, to recount the mercies of the day with
thankful heart, and ask divine protection for the coming night.
Indeed, Vespers is a tremendous gift to the church, for it allows
us to look backwards in thankfulness for the mercies of the day
and it invokes divine protection against all foes, and the gift of
peace which the world cannot give. The actual service of Vespers
is rather simple. The service provides praise to God in psalmody,
hymns and so forth. It also allows for the reading of God’s Word,
a brief Sermon, and a space for the prayers of the faithful. Here
at St. Paul’s, we continue this ancient prayer service during
evening Advent and Lent Services. It indeed provides an
interesting structure and a balanced structure, as well as a fine
devotional spirit for the Baptized Saints as the day comes to a
close.
Portions above taken from : Luther D. Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy (Philadelphia, PA:
Muhlenberg Press, 1947), 428-431.

Versicles
Psalm 51:1–12
(Whole Verse by Whole Verse, Sung to Tune E)
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LSB Psalms

Office Hymn:
#766 vs. 1, 6, 9
Holy Gospel
Matthew 18:21–35
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth
chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy times seven. “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his
master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his
knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him,
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly

