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Mondays:   Pastor Richardõs Day Off 

Tuesdays: Staff Meeting, Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays:  Menõs Bible Study, Confirmation, Prayer and Preaching Service 

Fridays:   Altar Circle 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jan 2  Elders Meeting; Minot LYF Family Skating at the MAYSA 

Jan 8  LWML Meeting & Christmas Cookie Exchange 

Jan 9  Servant Installation Day; Safety Committee Meeting;  

  LYF & Higher Things Adult Meeting; Rally Sunday Potluck 

Jan 11 Altar Circle, Finance Committee, Board of Education,  

  Council Meetings  

Jan 16 Facebook Training for Streaming Church Services  

Jan 20 Quilting 

Jan 23-26 District Convention - Fargo 

Jan 30 Quarterly Votersõ Meeting 

(701) 852-2821 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish Office if you need spiritual care; know of someone hospitalized and needing 
 a visit; have a prayer submission; or have any other church-related circumstance. 

 

*No Confirmation Class 1/26  *Church Secretary on vacation 1/10-1/14 
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The Means of Grace 
 

Jesus died and rose from the grave in AD 32 ñsalvation accomplished! However, unless we have a time machine we cannot go back and   

obtain this accomplished salvation in AD 32. Therefore, the Lord needs to deliver this salvation to mankind throughout every generation and 

throughout every continent. How does this happen? The Lord uses tools or instruments to create and sustain the faith of the believer; the 

Lord works through the Means of Grace to give the Holy Spirit. These Means of Grace are the Word and Sacraments. 

 

The Word God delivers forgiveness, creates faith, and sustains faith in the believer when it is spoken, read, sung, pictured, preached, and so 

on. The Sacraments of Baptism and Communion deliver forgiveness, create faith, and sustain faith as well. The Sacraments are sometimes   

denoted as visible Means of Grace, because something visible (i.e, water, bread, and wine) are joined with the Word. 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 

THE MEANS OF GRACE 
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òArise and Shine in Splendoró - LSB 396 
 
What is Epiphany? This question has two answers. First, the Epiphany of Our Lord is celebrated on January 6th each year. This is the day the 
wise men out of the East visited the Christ-child. Second, the season of Epiphany encompasses the weeks following January 6th. The season 
varies in length depending on when Ash Wednesday falls, but always includes days commemorating the arrival of the wise men out of the 
East (Matt. 2:1-12), Jesusõ baptism in the Jordan River (Matt. 3:13-17), the wedding at Cana where Jesus performed His first miracle (John 2:1-
11), and Jesusõ transfiguration in the sight of three of His disciples (Matt. 17:1-9). 
 
Epiphany, which means ôappearanceõ or ômanifestationõ, holds a special importance for modern Christians. From Godõs first promise of a Savior 
in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3), generations of Israelites heard His promises and believed a Savior would come to their race, to redeem their 
race. Isaiah spoke of this message of hope impacting more nations (Is. 60), but it wasnõt until the wise men out of the East arrived to worship 
the Christ-child that it became apparent the hope of salvation was for all nations. The Magi were the first Gentiles to visit the young Jesus, 
and it was by faith that they followed the star to Him.  
 
Our Epiphany hymn òArise and Shine in Splendoró was written by German poet Martin Opitz. Light and darkness is a traditional Epiphany 
theme, and Opitz picks up on it. Light represents God, gospel, Christ, life, and the like. Darkness represents the devil, law, sin, death, and the 
like. This use of the light/dark metaphor was established in Scriptures. 
 
As stated above, God promised that the Messiah was not just for Jews, but for all. The hymn starts by drawing inspiration from one of those 
prophecies, Isaiah 60:1-6. òArise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.ó (Is. 60:1) The light/darkness 
metaphor is easily seen in Isaiahõs writing. òFor behold, a darkness shall cover the earthê nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising.ó (Is. 60: 2a, 3) In verse 6, Isaiah speaks of camels arriving carrying gold and frankincense, a prophecy fulfilled when 
the Magi visited the Christ-child. 
 
In the hymn we sing of the worldõs òremotest racesó (396:3) and the òheathen nations dyingó (396:2) as they lie in darkness seeing the light of 
the gospel. This again reflects the reading from Isaiah: ò[they] shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.ó (Is. 60:6b). Wherever the Gospel 
goes it brings the saving light into a sin-darkened world. 
 
Isaiah saw what would happen when the Messiah came and wrote about it in chapter 9: òThe people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light;ó (Is. 9:2a), and from the hymn: òsee earth in darkness lyingêó (396:2) and ò[the worldõs] sons come to Your glory; her daughters 
haste Your light to see.ó (396:4). 
 
Jesus also picked up the light imagery when He said, òI am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of lifeó (John 8:12). Jesus identified Himself as the Light of which Isaiah spoke and of which we sing in the hymn: òrejoice to see the 
Morning Star.ó (396:5). 

òMusic is to be praised as second only to the Word of God because by her all the emotions are swayed. That is why there are so many songs and psalms. This 

precious gift has been bestowed on men alone to remind them that they are created to praise and magnify the Lord.ó - Martin Luther 
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Like a freshly bathed child going to roll around in the 

mud with pigs, Jesus descended into the Jordan River 

and was baptized with sinners. The water of filthy      

sinners was applied upon Jesus, showing that He was 

the one who would bear the sins of the world.  

 

This is the kind of Savior that we have. There is no     

distance between us sinners and Him. This is God  

showing you and me that we are in this together.  

 

You are the reason why Jesus was baptized in the     

Jordan River in the first place. When Jesus stepped into 

the  Jordan River, He stood in your place. He assumed 

the form of sinful flesh and carried on Himself the sins 

of the world. He placed all sin upon Himself in His Bap-

tism at the Jordan and washed it from Himself, indeed, 

from you, so that sin might be submerged and 

drowned in His Baptism. 

 

Loaded with your sin, Jesus not only was pierced on 

Mount Calvary but also was submerged into the Jordan 

River for you. He fulfills all righteousness for you! 

IN THE MUD WITH YOU 
Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. (Matthew 3:15) 

 

Lord Jesus, thank You for joining 

Yourself to sinnersñlike meñin Your 

Baptism at the Jordan. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear my prayer. 

9ȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ aLb¦¢9 a9{{!D9{Σ DƻǎǇŜƭ-CƛƭƭŜŘ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜǊȅ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ Σ нлнмΦ 
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For the most up-to-date calendar events,  

please check out our online calendar at 

www.anchoredminot.com 

!ǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ              
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ  ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ 

hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсǘƘ ŀǘ мнΥмр ta 
όŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜύ  

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ    
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜ{ǘǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ      
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊ [ƻƊ ŀǘ 
мнΥмр ta  
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LYF & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

JANUARY 

¶ 2nd Minot LYF family skating at MAYSA with chili 3pm 

¶ 9th LYF meeting  

SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL RESUME REGULAR SESSIONS  
¶ 9:15am opening in Sanctuary  
¶ 9:30am children and youth will go to perspective areas 
¶ 10:15am Sunday school ends 
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!¢ мл !a  

 
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭϥǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ - aƛƴƻǘΣ b5  
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HT CONFERENCE 
BOZEMAN, MT 

 


