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PASTOR’S NOTE 

Happy New Year! 
 

The coming New Year can be an incredible burden or blessing to a church.  

For example, churches that build their foundation upon relevancy, contempo-

rary-ness, momentum, next steps, and vision, will find the New Year to be a 

tremendous burden. That is to say, when a church lives under the Law of 

'Self/Church-Improvement,' the church (and especially the leaders) will always 

be burdened to 'one-up' the previous year concerning attendance, sermon 

series creativity, music talent, mission ingenuity, effectiveness, etc. The bur-

den will be, "How can we do 2020 better than 2019?"  

 

However, when a church is built upon the foundation of the unchanging 

grace of God, the New Year is not a burden but another year to hear, receive, 

and inwardly digest the same undeserved and unmerited grace of God 

earned by Christ. Indeed, for these latter churches, the New Year is not a bur-

den but another year of Gospel - to hear the same message again through all 

the seasons of 2020. It is another year to be amazed by the goodness of 

Christ toward sinners, no matter what the New Year has in store. 

 

At St. Paul’s we can see 2020, not as a burden, but as another year of 

grace.  We can know - with certainty – that the grace of the Lord far exceeds 

the volume of next year’s needs.   

 

Rejoice in another year of grace, dear Baptized Saints.  Christ was for you in 

2019; He will be for you in 2020… His nailed mark hands are proof.   

 
Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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1/5 Destinie Pierson  1/25 Asa Llewellyn III 

1/7 Denise Fritel  1/25 Ellie Klabo 

1/13 Cora Rundberg  1/26 Diann Busch 

1/14 David Llewellyn  1/26 Doris Bertsch 

1/14 Hannah Gilseth  1/26 Emilie Phillips 

1/14 Nick Lanier  1/27 Alex Emerson 

1/17 Joyce Nissen  1/28 Deloris Schieve 

1/18 Willard Erdman  1/28 Diane Ladner 

1/18 Justin Peterson  1/29 Paula Benham 

1/19 Craig Gillmore  1/30 Jane Erber 

1/20 Zachary Schultz  1/30 James Moldenhauer 

1/22 Leona Orne  1/31 Amanda Shappell 

1/24 Shawn Lokken    
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What makes something sacred? Something is 

sacred when it is more significant than us and 

more important than us.  But let us be a bit 

more precise.  When something is sacred, it 

has a connection to the Creator – God.   

It is important to remember that there is a 

distinction between the Creator and the cre-

ated.  Therefore, when it comes to mankind 

and the activities of mankind, we can classify 

these things as common.  Please keep in 

mind that common is not bad; it just isn’t sa-

cred.  But when it comes to the Creator – our 

Triune God – we shift from the realm of the 

common to the realm of the sacred.   

So, if God is sacred, is this sacredness only 

found in a heavenly dimension away from the 

earth?  No, it is not.  We believe, teach, and 

confess that our Lord comes to interact with 

mankind.  The Lord comes to deliver the sa-

cred forgiveness of sins won on Mt. Calvary 

through the Word and Sacraments.  There-

fore, the Word and Sacraments should be 

considered as the Lord’s sacred things.   

But where are the Word and Sacraments – 

these sacred things of God – given and dis-

tributed to us?  They are mainly given to us in 

a church during Divine Services.   

And so, as we look to the traditional architec-

ture of churches, it becomes quite clear that 

there are both common places and sacred 

places within the church.  For example, the 

fellowship hall is a common place where peo-

ple gather to visit, play games, have meet-

ings, quilt, and eat food.  Whereas, the nave 

and sanctuary are sacred places where peo-

ple gather to receive sacred things; the Word 

and Sacraments.   

Now, since most churches have fellowship 

halls or basements that function as places 

where common things occur, and most 

churches have naves and sanctuaries for sa-

cred things to happen, it is important to un-

derstand that our response and demeanor 

change – depending on whether or not we 

are gathering in fellowship halls for common 

things or sanctuaries for sacred things.   

Frankly state, in the fellowship hall, one 

should expect a demeanor of the everyday, 

such as laughter, loud talking, busyness, eat-

ing, drinking, games, jokes, projects, and 

meetings, for this how life operates in the 

realm of the commonplace.  But what about 

the nave and sanctuary?   

The best and most proper response to the 

realm of the sacred within a nave and sanctu-

ary is reverence.  Please keep in mind, 

though, that reverence is not necessarily be-

ing sad or serious.  Reverence is not being ir-

ritated or fearful.  Reverence is not being su-

per-religious or overtly pious.  Reverence is 

not a disposition of cranky parishioners who 

are angry at the world or (a) prudish group of 

people who are reacting to the excesses of 

the world.  But instead, reverence is con-

tained in one simple word – humility.   
Continue onto the Next Page  
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But what exactly is humility?   

C.S. Lewis once said that humility is not think-

ing less of yourself but it is thinking of your-

self less.  That is to say; humility is us not fo-

cusing on our idea, our projects, our jokes, 

our games, or our conversations.  But what 

does it look like to think about ourselves less 

in the nave and sanctuary?  What does it look 

like to think about ourselves less in a Divine 

Service?  What does this kind of humility look 

like?  The answer, humility, is us focusing on 

the sacred – the God of all Creation giving us 

His Word and Sacraments.   

 And so, reverence is us – in humility – ap-

proaching the altar with a contrite heart, in 

awe of his goodness which naturally closes 

our mouths and opens our ears to hear.  

Humble reverence is the inward disposition 

of being ready to listen and receive sacred 

things!  Humble reverence is the understand-

ing that we are the creatures, not the Creator, 

who have been given open ears to hear and 

open hands to receive good gifts from our 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  

For the pastor, reverence not only means hu-

mility, but it also means being prepared and 

orderly – rather than unprepared and flip-

pant.  Reverence for the pastor means to be 

calm and stable, rather than "speaking off- 

the-cuff ".  So, just as fine china is not tossed 

around  flippantly like  one tosses a football 

around, the sacred is handled differently in 

our churches. One does not make things up 

as they go along with sacred things, as if sa-

cred things are an afternoon project in a gar-

age.   

Therefore, since most church buildings have 

fellowship halls and sanctuaries, it means that 

there will be laughter, eating, jokes, games, 

and busy projects within fellowship halls as 

this is a natural response to a common-place 

environment.  Within the sacred place of the 

sanctuary, reverence is the appropriate re-

sponse to the sacred, we should expect to 

find humility, open ears, and open hands 

from the parishioners, as well as prepared-

ness and a calm demeanor from the pastor.   

Two different realms: the common and the 

sacred.  They are not only different but 

should neither be blended nor blurred.  They 

are both good and right and salutary for 

Christians – good, right, and salutary in their 

proper contexts, both gifts of our loving 

heavenly Father. The disposition of the sacred 

echoes the words of the Psalmist in the cry of 

'Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew 

a right spirit within me...the sacrifices of God 

are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 

heart, O God, you will not despise.' [Psalm 

51:10} and the words our Christ quotes in 

Matthew 9, 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice. 

For I came not to call the righteous, but sin-

ners.' Therefore we get to understand that we 

approach the sacred as those who shouldn't 

get to be invited...yet are.  Like little children 

allowed to play in the 'good living room' and 

touch the 'breakable things' we get to come 

in and receive God's good gifts! 

May we not only understand the differences 

between the common and the sacred but es-

pecially let the humility of reverence govern 

us before the sacred gifts of the Lord.   
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What’s new at St. Paul’s? 

Installation of Pastor Roth 

We got some new coffee 
mugs and a new digital    
bulletin board. 

St. Paul's is grateful and excited for our new Associate 
Pastor. Thank you for accepting the call, Pastor Roth!  



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   January 2020 Newsletter          6 

What’s Happening? 

A Special Thanks 

from the  

Community... 

Lutheran Hour Ministries be-
gan at the grassroots level as 
the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, a group of 12 lay-
people who came together to 
support the church in word 
and deed. What began with 
12 has become a movement 
of tens of thousands of vol-
unteers and supporters 
around the globe. In 1930, 
“There is a God” were the first 
words spoken on The Luther-
an Hour® radio program 
broadcast over the airwaves 
to thousands of listeners. To-
day the Gospel message 
reaches over 125 million peo-
ple on a weekly basis through 
ministry efforts such as Bible 
Correspondence Courses, 
Outreach Training, Bible Stud-
ies, Daily Devotions and, of 
course, The Lutheran Hour. 
We are all sent to proclaiming 
the Good News. 
 

Will you partner with LHM to 
spread the Good News? More 
in February newsletter.  
 

Your LHM Ambassador, 
Leonard Nelson 

Lutheran Hour Sunday 

February 2,
 
2020 



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   January 2020 Newsletter          7 

Throughout the upcoming year, we will be participating in various 

church services with St. Mark's Lutheran Church that will be held at 

both churches.  

Join Us!  

Introducing Joint Services 

with  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Divine Service Schedule  
(Time, Date, & Place) 

 

7pm, January 6, 2020, Epiphany Divine Service, St. Mark’s 
7pm, April 11, 2020, Holy Saturday Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, May 21, 2020, Ascension Divine Service, St. Mark’s 

Stay informed by keeping up to date with upcoming service times and dates. Please consult the church 

calendar in upcoming newsletters and online on websites at: 

www.anchoredminot.com 
and 

www.stmarksminot.com 
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JANUARY SCHEDULES JANUARY SCHEDULES JANUARY SCHEDULES    

ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   

GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   

For the most up-to-date calendar 

events, please check out our online 

calendar at 

www.anchoredminot.com 
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