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Psalm 31:15, “My times are in thy hand.”

PASTOR’S NOTE

Many people often celebrate the coming of
a new year. However, there are many that
don’t. Why? Because with time there can
often be fear.

Hymns of the
Month

You see, the past is often times tainted by sin. Thus, we can be
ashamed of our past. The old skeletons in the closet from our past
can still rattle and condemn us.

From the Pastor’s
Study

And the future? Well, the future is unknown too. What pain lies
ahead? What threats are beyond us that may snatch us?



Service Schedules

And so we live in the present, with its problems and struggles.



Calendar





Now, even though we are powerless over time and often fearful of
time, we hear the comforting words from Psalm 31, “My times are in
thy hand.” Yes, all of our time – the past, present, and future are in
the Lord’s hands.
Oh, what comfort this is to hear! The Lord is the Alpha and Omega –
the beginning and end of time. That means my past, present, and future are in the loving hands of the Lord. So, no matter what happens
– good or bad – we can know that we belong to the Lord. He holds
us!
Happy New Year, blessed Baptized Saints!
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to everyone born in the month

JANUARY

3 – Alijah Jeter
5 – Destinie Pierson

18 – Willard Erdman Jr.
Justin Peterson

27 – Alex Emerson
28 – Katherine Froseth

7 – Denise Fritel

19 – Craig Gillmore

Diane Ladner

13 – Gerda Broberg

20 – Zachary Schultz

Deloris Schieve

Cora Rundberg
14– Hannah Gilseth
Kaelis Halvorson
Nick Lanier
David Llewellyn Jr.
17 – Joyce Nissen

22 – Leona Orne

29 – Paula Benham

24 – Shawn Lokken

30 – Jane Erber

25 – Ellie Klabo
Asa Llewellyn III
26 – Doris Bertsch

James Moldenhauer
31 – Darlene Levchenko
Amanda Shappell

Diann Busch

OUR FAMILY
St. Paul’s Welcomes New Parishioners to Our Family
Kelli Dekutoski & The Haney Family (Tony, Lisa, Hayden, Holden, Hallie, &
Harrison) became members of our parish during the month of December.

We hope you find your new home welcoming here at St. Paul’s!
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JANUARY HYMNS
January 6, 2019

The Epiphany of our Lord

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: #367 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
Sermon Hymn: #395 “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
Closing Hymn: #394 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Communion Hymns both services: #374, #411, #619, #643
January 13, 2019

The Baptism of our Lord

Divine Service Three

Opening Hymn: #594 “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It”
Sermon Hymn: #405 “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”
Closing Hymn: #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”
Communion Hymns both services: #620, #622, #623, #625
January 20, 2019

Second Sunday of the Epiphany

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: #507 “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Sermon Hymn: #408 “Come, Join in Cana’s Feast”
Closing Hymn: #644 “The Church’s One Foundation”
Communion Hymns for both services: #628, #632, #633, #634
January 27, 2019

Third Sunday of the Epiphany

Divine Service Three

Opening Hymn: #508 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Sermon Hymn: #839 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
Closing Hymn: #596 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”
Communion Hymns for both services: #637, #636, #642
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rom the Pastor’s Study
The Christian’s War:

Life as a Simultaneous Sinner and Saint
Part 2 of 5

Every single Sunday during the Divine Service, you
and I confess that we are by nature, sinful and unclean. For some of you, you have been confessing
this only for a short time, since you are either young
or new to the church. Others of you have been confessing this your entire life – for decades upon decades.
And here is the catch, no matter what is going on in
your life, you confess. When things are going bad,
you confess that you are by nature, sinful and unclean. And when things are going great, you still confess that you are by nature, sinful and unclean.

By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard
they do not struggle with sin anymore – that sin is a
little thing that they conquered a long time ago. They
pretend that all is well and that they are now living a
victorious life.
Well, these individuals are misinformed. They are
wrong and naïve at best. You see, plain reason and
experience show us that we Christians struggle with
sin. Not just in the past, but every single day.

But why do we struggle with sin, even though we are
baptized? Answer, sin ‘remains’ after baptism.[1]
Yes, sin remains after your baptisms. In fact, the
Apostle Paul says in Romans 7:17, “sin dwells within
[him.]” Paul, as a Christian, says that sin dwells in him
We also see this in our prayers. Think about the hunand he does this in the present tense.
dreds – no, thousands of times that you have prayed
But this brings up a problem. If sin remains after our
the Lord’s Prayer and asked for the forgiveness of
your trespasses. Indeed, no matter the season of your baptisms, does this mean that our baptisms somehow
life, you continue to pray the Lord’s Prayer and ask for did not work? Should we be re-baptized again because of our sin? Or, should we use more water in
the forgiveness of sins.
our baptisms, as if more water might help with this
Now, many well-meaning people think that we are
ongoing problem with sin? Maybe, we should subwrong for confessing that we are by nature sinful and
merge people in baptism and hold them under the
unclean. In fact, they teach that once a person bewater a little bit longer? Not too long though.
comes a Christian, he or she is no longer a sinner.
And since a Christian is no longer a sinner, there is no Our baptisms did work and are working. Our baplonger a need for confession. The famous televange- tisms removed the guilt of sin, which means that our
sin is without God’s wrath against it. You see, as long
list, Joyce Meyer, has said it this way,
as we remain in our baptisms, our sin, which is in us,
“I am NOT poor! I am NOT miserable, and I am
cannot condemn us before God. Our sin is dead and
NOT a sinner. That is a lie from the pit of Hell.
harmless before God’s anger, as long as we stay put
That is what I were and if I still was then Jesus
(i.e., remain) in this baptismal grace.[2]
died in vain! I’m going to tell you something
Permit me the opportunity to explain this a bit more.
folks; I didn’t stop sinning until I finally got it
through my thick head I wasn’t a sinner anyLet us imagine for a moment that we have a bunch of
more.”
Christians, and godless Pagans lined up on a wall,
And there are others who oppose this regular confes- much like a police lineup. And let us imagine that we
have an instrument that can test for the sinful nature.
sion of sin. There are so-called Christians who walk
So, if we wave this instrument in front of every person
around with their noses high in the air, acting like
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in the lineup, what do we find? Well, the instrument would indicate that every person in the
lineup is a sinner. Yes, every single person in the
line would be guilty of sin – the Christian and the
godless Pagan. Furthermore, if this instrument
could test for things such as anger and evil desires, it would show that every single person is
exactly the same. The godly and the ungodly
would have the same motion of anger and evil
desires.[3]
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works and doings as long as we are on this earth.
[6]
The ramifications of this cannot be quickly overlooked. You see, we continually pray for forgiveness of sins, because Jesus has accomplished
and freely gives us forgiveness. And we confess
sins because the Lord is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.[7] Yes, we confess that we are sinners –
we ‘rat out’ the old Adam because Jesus has
come to call sinners.[8]

So, what must we conclude? Are we to conclude
that everyone in the lineup is guilty before God
Almighty? Absolutely not! The reason why? The
Christian is baptized and wrapped in Christ’s
righteousness. The sin in the Christian is forgiven, God does not count it against the Christian.
Indeed, everyone in the lineup has the same sin,
but the Christians in the lineup have an antidote
to sin – a remedy.[4] They have Jesus and His
gifts by grace through faith.

It is like this: we come to the Lord’s church often
and regularly to confess that we are poor miserable sinner. And when we do this, it is like we are
dragging this sinful nature before the throne of
grace, throwing ourselves upon the mercy of the
Lord. And then, right there in the sanctuary with
our sinful nature laid bare, the Lord delivers you
and me by pouring not wrath, but His grace, forgiveness, and salvation upon us through His
Word and Sacraments.

And so, we can confess that we are real sinners,
just like the Apostle Paul, and just like everyone
else around us. We can confess that no one is
good, not even one.[5] We can confess that we
have real sin presently within us. This old Adam –
this sinful nature remains within us.

And so, we come to the Lord’s church and His altar continually so that we might hear about the
victorious one who has delivered and is delivering us from the old Adam. We come to the
Lord’s holy house so that the Lord might continually create a clean heart within and renew a right
spirit within us, so that you and I might continue
to fight the good fight against the war within.

However, we must never forget that this sinful
nature is not our friend but our enemy. Unlike
pagans, this sinful nature within us is an unwelcomed evil guest. Yes, when we were baptized,
we were put under the dominion of grace; therefore, the sinful nature was kicked off the throne
of our hearts and now finds itself surrounded by
the Lord’s grace and constantly confronted by
the new man in Christ. That’s right; for the baptized – for you – the sinful nature is not a welcomed guest but dead weight – dead weight that
can do nothing but sin.
So, since we still have the sinful nature and since
the sinful nature is within us, it means that every
moment, every thought, every word, and every
deed becomes a combat zone for us against our
sinful old Adam. As a saint and sinner, we will
experience both sin and trust in God in all our

1] Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article II:35.
2] Martin Luther, Luther’s Works Volume 32: Against Latomus (St. Louis,
MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1958), 229.
3] Ibid, 207.
4] Ibid, 252.
5] See Romans 3:10.
6] Martin Luther, Against Latomus, 233.
7] See 1 John 1:9.
8] See Matthew 9:13.

JANUARY 2019 SCHEDULES
If anyone serves me,

he must follow me;

and where I am,

there will my servant be also.
John 12:26

ACOLYTES
6th
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen

20th
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson
10:30 AM - Jacob Lokken

13th
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson
10:30 AM - Joseph Shappell

27th
8:00 AM - Kiya Plesuk
10:30 AM - Holden Haney

GREETERS

USHERS

6th
8:00 AM - Melven & Arlene Hausauer
10:30 AM Don & Diane Ladner

6th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner

13th
8:00 AM - Kim & Linda Filipek
10:30 AM - Ray & Priscilla Schwarz

13th
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop

20th
8:00 AM - Celeste Simmons & Shirley Peterson
10:30 AM - Leonard & Mariea Nelson

20th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken
27th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen

27th
8:00 AM - Peggy Roberts & Cora Rundberg
10:30 AM - Steve & Bonnie Beaudoin

ELDERS
6th
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie

20th
8:00 AM - Mark Schaefer
10:30 AM - Joe Hudson

13th
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken

27th
8:00 AM - Kim Filipek
10:30 AM - Cedric Halvorson
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