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Addendum: The Flood 
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It is hard for us to consider just how powerful the 
flood was.  We typically think of water as a 
cleansing agent.  Showers clean off mud.  Rain 
coming down on a dry crop bring a fruitful harvest.  
However, millions of gallons of water are very 
powerful.  Consider the damage done by the water 
of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.  Consider the 
damage of the water in Houston, Texas.  A little 
closer to home, consider the damage of water in 
Minot or the Red River flooding Grand Forks.  Water 
is powerful.  Now, consider the flood that covered 
the earth!  The force of water demolished everything 
and not only tore out trees and roots, but it carried 
away the very surface of the earth and altered the 
soil and altered the land.  Quite literally we can say 
that there was a first world that existed before the 
flood and a second world that existed after the flood.  
That which existed before was completely erased.   
 

The Flood  

Genesis 6:5: a brief note of the word 
‘only.’  This is the condition of the human 
heart.  The human heart is only evil 
continually.  This agrees with Jeremiah, 
who says, “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it?”  In other words, those 
who say, “humankind has good within,” 
or those who say, “look within yourself 
for truth and guidance,” are naïve at 
best.  This is why we sing in the offertory, 
“Create in me a clean heart O God…”  
Luther comments on this saying, “We 
draw the universal conclusion that 
without the Holy Spirit and without grace 
man can do nothing but sin and so goes 
on endlessly from sin to sin.”   
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effects of incalculable 
magnitude.   
 
There is no indication in the 
text that the flood was a local 
event.  In fact evidence shows 
us that this flood was 
worldwide.  For example, it is 
beyond dispute among 
geologists that on every 
continent we find fossils of sea 
creatures in rock layers which 
today are high above sea level.  
More specifically, marine 
fossils are found high in the 
Himalayas, the world’s tallest 
mountains (some 29,000 feet 
above sea-level).  The only 
possible explanation of this is 
that the ocean waters at some 
time in the past flooded over 
the continents.   

About the Flood?  

Genesis 8:20-22 contain both 
the problem and the Lord’s 
Gospel.  Mankind is continually 
sinful; however, the Lord God 
promises never to destroy the 
world again and seals this 
promise with a rainbow.   

Stories of the Flood Around the World? 
There are ‘many’ stories of a great flood in 
practically every continent in the world.  To be 
precise, there are over 200 stories from all over the 
world about a major flood.  For example:    
 
From India: Puluga, the creator god in the religion 
of the indigenous inhabitants of the Andaman 
Islands, sends a devastating flood to punish people 
who have forgotten his commands. Only four 
people survive this flood: two men and two women. 
 
From the Philippines: Once upon a time, when the 
world was flat and there were no mountains, there 
lived two brothers, sons of Lumawig, the Great 
Spirit. The brothers were fond of hunting, and since 
no mountains had formed there was no good place 
to catch wild pig and deer, and the older brother 
said: "Let us cause water to flow over all the world 
and cover it, and then mountains will rise up." 
 
From Mesopotamia:  The Epic of Gilgamesh was 
discovered in the ruins of the great library of 
Nineveh, with accounts of a great flood that 
parallels to the flood of Noah’s day. The Gilgamesh 
Tablet is dated 7th Century BC.   

From the Region of Hawaii: A man named Nu-u 
made a great canoe with a house on it and filled it 
with animals. In this story, the waters came up 
over all the earth and killed all the people; only 
Nu-u and his family were saved. 
 
From China: One of the Chinese legends explains 
that the flood was caused by an argument 
between a crab and a bird. Fuhi, his wife, three 
sons, and three daughters escaped a great flood 
and were the only people alive on earth. After the 
great flood, they repopulated the world. 
 
From Greece: There is more than one Greek flood 
myth, but the one that most likely corresponds to 
Noah’s Flood is about Deucalion who is told to 
build a chest to survive a flood. Some men on 
high mountains also survive, though. 
 
Question: If a worldwide flood never happened, 
then why are there so many stories about it in 
ancient literature?   
 

 

The Bible speaks of water 
coming out of the great depths.  
What this indicates is that water 
is often accompanied by seismic 
disturbances in the land.  There 
must have been great 
upheavals of land causing great 
fountains of water in the deep 
land to burst forth.  That 
combined with torrential rains 
shows the degree of chaos 
being inflicted upon the land.   
 
The eruption of water from the 
deep, must have caused tidal 
waves upon the land of epic 
proportions.  The water from the 
deep, combined with the water 
from above, must have 
demolished and reshaped the 
land drastically – producing 


