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IN THE BEGINNING 
A Study of Genesis 1-4 
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Study 6 

Enmity - Chapters 3 & 4 

1

Right after the sinful rebellion of Adam and Eve, the Lord 
God made a promise, “I will put enmity between thee 

[Satan] and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  Now, 
besides this being the first proclamation of the Gospel – He 
shall bruise [Satan’s] head – the verse also states that there 
will be enmity between the Devil  and Eve.  Furthermore, 
this enmity (i.e., hostility & hatred) would continually exist 
between the seed of the Devil and the seed of Eve.  Simply 
stated, Genesis 3:15 establishes that there will be conflict 
and hostility between the children of God and those of the 
devil – those blinded by darkness.  Keep in mind, though, 
the beginning portion of v. 15 speaks collectively to Satan 
and the powers of darkness vs. Eve and the children of 
God.  However, the seed of Eve narrows when it is 
referenced in the ‘singular’ – ‘the Seed’ shall crush the 
head of Satan.  And so, the point that is being made is that 
there is no such thing as peace and tranquility between the 
forces of darkness and God’s children.  There is no middle 
ground between Christ and the Devil.  There is no middle 
ground between light and dark, good and evil.      

Enmity 

It could be said that the rest of the Bible 
(continuing from Genesis 3 and 
onward) is a narration of the enmity 
between the seed of the Devil and the 
seed of Eve.  For example, David and 
Goliath is a battle between the seed of 
the women and the seed of the serpent.  
It is an ongoing battle that reaches its 
climax in Jesus’ victory over Satan at 
the cross and empty tomb.  
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until the blessed end. 
Wherever a Church is seen to 
be, not the Church Militant, but 
the Church at Ease, that – you 
may rely on it – is a false 
Church.”   

Obviously, it is this way because 
of the enmity that was promised 
in Genesis 3.  In other words, 
the church, pastor, and the 
members cannot expect 
faithfulness apart from conflict 
with the devil, the world, and 
our old Adams.  It is impossible 
to escape this enmity if we wish 
to be faithful servants of God.   

Peace if possible; truth at all 
costs, for without truth, love is 
not possible, and without truth 
we lose everything.   

Peace if Possible; Truth at all Costs 

Make no mistake about it; the 
church is at battle and it is not 
hard to track down the church, 
all you have to do is follow the 
trail of blood.  From the church 
drips the blood of the martyrs – 
martyrs at war with the seed of 
the Devil.   

Spirit of Cain vs. the Church of Abel 
One does not have to look far to see the enmity between 
the seed of the serpent and the seed of Eve: Cain and 
Abel.  But what exactly does this enmity look like 
between evil seed and godly seed?  Consider the 
following comment from a theologian on this subject, 
"Cain murdered Abel because Cain sought to offer 
God his own sacrifice. The writer to the Hebrews tells 

us that Abel offered his sacrifice in anticipation of the 
final sacrifice, the Lamb of God, and did so by faith 

rather than by works (Heb. 11). However, Cain sought 
to be justified by his own works. When God accepted 
Abel instead, Cain became jealous. His hatred for 

Abel was probably due in part to his own hatred of 
God for refusing to accept his righteousness."  In other 
words, Abel was killed because of Cain’s uncontrollable 
jealousy of Abel and his hatred toward God for God 
rejecting his self-generated righteousness.  Cain 
attacked Abel because of his rejection of the Gospel.  It 
is true, the doctrine of grace will always result in the 
wounded getting healed and the self-righteous getting 
angry.  This is not only true historically and biblically 
speaking, it is true in the world and church today.  The 
spirit of Cain lives on with hostility toward the Gospel 
and the Church of Abel.  Martin Luther once commented 
on this section.  In fact, Luther divides the church into 
two categories: the Church of Cain and the Church of 
Abel.  Luther states that the Church of Cain will ‘always’ 
persecute the Church of Abel.  He states, the following: 

 “the church begins to be divided into two churches: 
the one which is the church in name but in reality is 
nothing but a hypocritical and bloodthirsty church; 
and the other one, which is without influence, 
forsaken, and exposed to suffering and the cross, 
and which before the world and in the sight of that 
hypocritical church is truly Abel, that is, vanity and 
nothing. For Christ also calls Abel righteous and 
makes him the beginning of the church of the godly, 
which will continue until the end. Similarly, Cain is 
the beginning of the church of the wicked and of the 
bloodthirsty until the end of the world.”  Luther goes 
on to say, “It is both very instructive and very 
comforting to trace each of the two churches from 
these men as the originators and to note by what a 
marvelous plan God has always directed their affairs. 
At one time the true church was the greater; at 
another time it was the smaller—yet always in such a 
manner that the hypocritical and bloodthirsty church 
enjoyed honor before the world and crucified the 
church which was the true one and was loved by 
God. Even then the divine promise began to work 
itself out, in that the serpent’s seed bit the heel of the 
blessed Seed (Gen. 3:15), just as we experience 
today. Therefore this lot should not frighten us. It 
should rather be a source of comfort for us to learn 
from experience that we are being dealt with by our 
adversaries in the way bloodthirsty Cain dealt with 
righteous Abel. 

Peace and harmony in the church 
are very good.  However, they are 
not the highest ideal.  In other 
words, if a church is cozy-
comfortable, it may not be a good 
thing.  The reason why?  The 
church is not a church of ease but 
the church militant.  Consider the 
following from C.F.W. Walther, 
“…as soon as My Word is 
proclaimed, men will divide into 
two camps: some will receive it 
with joy, others will be offended 
by it and will begin to hate and 
persecute those who receive.” 
Walther goes on to say, “…the 
Church cannot be built up in 
peace; for it is located within the 
domain of the devil, who is the 
prince of this world.  
Accordingly, the Church has no 
choice but to be at war.  It is the 
Church Militant, and will remain  


