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PASTOR’S NOTE 

Baptized Saints 

We have made it through the glorious Christmas Season, hearing 
the good news that a Savior has been born unto us!  And now, 
we transition to the Season of Lent.  But wait a minute! Lent 
doesn't start until the end of February! 
  
Indeed, this year the Season of Lent is a bit delayed.  And so, this 
means that we are in a bit of a holding pattern.  As we are in this 
holding pattern, though, we enter into a unique time which is 
called, "Pre-Lent."  
 
Pre-Lent is a time in the church calendar that funnels us and 
pulls us into the Season of Lent.  During the Pre-Lent we also  
encounter three Sundays with some unique Latin names 
(Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima) that allow us 
to focus on the themes of Grace, the Word, and Faith.   
 
Keep in mind, though, that Grace, the Word, and Faith not only 
happen to be the themes in these Pre-Lent Services but are also 
at the heart of the Lutheran Reformation.  They are at the heart 
of our church - we stand upon God's Grace Alone, His Word 
Alone, and Faith Alone!   
 
And so, let us rejoice this month as we hear about Grace, Faith, 
and the Word while preparing for the upcoming Season of Lent 
with our Vesper Services and weekly meals.   
 
The Lord bless and keep you! 
 
 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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2/1 Jo Ann Bishop  2/16 Michael Fimreite 

2/3 Ethan Benham  2/16 Brooke Stephens 

2/3 Dave Llewellyn  2/16 Breanne Pierson 

2/3 Blaine Burtch  2/17 Mike Eggebraaten 

2/4 Anthony Haney  2/17 Abagail Parker 

2/5 Barbara Zietz  2/18 Sharon Rollman 

2/6 Jennifer Huston  2/22 Hannah Worral 

2/8 Becky Richards  2/23 Emilee Wirtzfelt 

2/11 Arlene Walhaug  2/25 Ruth Lane 

2/13 Randy Nielsen  2/26 Brandon Boetcher 

2/15 Harrison Haney  2/27 Julie Gross 

2/15 Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard    
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When I was in college, I interviewed for a youth 
director job at a church.  In the interview, I was 
asked how I would conduct myself as a youth 
director.  I recall saying something to the ef-
fect, "Well, as a youth director, I will be sure to 
make the Bible and church relevant!"  Needless 
to say, what I essentially did was to insult the 
church leaders and pastor.  I also offended over 
two-thousand years of church history.  You see, 
I had this idea that the Bible and the church 
were irrelevant and that my youthfulness would 
be an asset to those older outdated church 
leaders and what I deemed as an out of touch 
church.  However, I was severely misguided. 
 
I was severely misguided because the church is 
not like other sectors of our culture – the 
church does not depend on innovative youth-
fulness.  In fact, would it even be possible to re-
spect a church that says, “Youth, please comfort 
us!  We are unsure about what we ought to be 
doing.  Do you have any good ideas that we 
can experiment with for worship?  Any thoughts 
on what this week’s sermon topic should be?” 
In other words, while Google needs innovated 
young people to create ground-breaking apps 
and while Apple aspires to incorporate the fresh 
new ideas of youth culture, the church does not 
depend on the novelties of youth because his-
torically no ‘healthy' church lets youth decide its 
theology and practice.  Yes, it is up to the pas-
tors, elders, and enduring saints of any healthy 
church to not only guard the church’s theology 
and practice but to also teach them to the next 
generation.[1]  

But why is it this way; why does the church not 
depend on the innovations and trends of 
youth?  The answer: the church’s theology is 
not continually evolving.  The church is not 
seeking to find a new truth or discover a new 
product.  The church is not trying to do a new 
thing.  If the church’s theology were continually 
evolving and if the church was trying to discov-
er a new truth or do a new thing, then by all 
means, the innovative and fresh ideas of youth 
would be needed!  However, since the church is 
not on a journey of discovery, but rather, al-
ready possesses all that she needs in Jesus and 
Jesus’ Word, then the goal of the church is not 
to discover truth ‘from’ its youth but to pass 
down truth ‘to’ its youth.  Yes, the goal is to 
pass down truth that was once passed down to 
the pastors, elders, and enduring saints when 
they were once young themselves.  Ideally, 
those who are older are called to pass down the 
church’s theology and practice, because they 
do not look down on those who are young-
er[2].  And those who are younger, gladly re-
ceive, knowing that they are receiving good 
gifts[3]. 
 

What this means is that the church is about 
teaching youth the theology of God’s Word, 
equipping them with the wisdom laden ways 
of the church, and showing them the richness 
of the liturgy so that one day these youth will 
be able to return the favor to the next genera-
tion. 

FFF   rom the Pastor’s Studyrom the Pastor’s Studyrom the Pastor’s Study 

  Does The Church Depend On  
  The Innovations Of Youth? 

[1] Kurt Marquart, "Liturgical Commonplaces," Concordia Theological Quarterly: 
Volume 42, Number 4 (October 1978): 343. 
[2] 1 Timothy 4:12. 
[3] Titus 2:1-8.  
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Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) is a trusted expert in global media that equips 

and engages a vibrant volunteer base to passionately proclaim the Gospel to 

more than 100 million people worldwide each week.  

 

Through its North American headquarters and 34 ministry centers on six     

continents, LHM reaches into more than 50 countries, often bringing Christ to 

places where no other Christian evangelistic organizations are present. LHM's 

flagship ministry, The Lutheran Hour®, airs weekly on more than 1,800 radio 

stations and the American Forces Network.  

 

Will you partner with LHM by beginning the New Year with a gift of renewal or 

becoming a new member? 

 

Please talk to me at the display in the narthex.  

There will be a collection box on the display.  
 

Your LHM Ambassador, 

Leonard Nelson 

Lutheran Hour Sunday 
February 2,

 
2020 

What’s Happening? 

www.anchoredminot.com 

For the most up-to-date calendar events,  please check out our online calendar at 
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2nd Annual Evening to Celebrate Love 

All are welcome to enjoy this wonderful dinner put on by the LYF 

5:30 Social ~ 6:00 Supper    $29 Prime Rib ~ $19 Cordon Bleu  

Meal includes: Salad, potato, vegetable and dessert.        Bertsch Wine  

 
LYF will be hosting the fued game. Music entertainment throughout the evening. 

RSVP with meal request by February 10th ~ sign up sheet in the fellowship hall.  

Proceeds go towards the LYF and youth attending Higher Things.  

FEB 15 th  
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St. Paul’s too! 
See donation 
boxes located 

around 
church. 
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Throughout the upcoming year, we will be participating in various 

church services with St. Mark's Lutheran Church that will be held at 

both churches.  

Join Us!  

Introducing Joint Services 

with  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Divine Service Schedule  
(Time, Date, & Place) 

 

7pm, April 11, 220, Holy Saturday Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, May 21, 220, Ascension Divine Service, St. Mark’s 

Stay informed by keeping up to date with upcoming service times and dates. Please con-

sult the church calendar in upcoming newsletters and online on websites at: 

www.anchoredminot.com 
and 

www.stmarksminot.com 
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FEBRUARY SCHEDULES FEBRUARY SCHEDULES FEBRUARY SCHEDULES    

ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   

GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   
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