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PASTOR’S NOTE
Baptized Saints
As we look back, we had a joyous Christmas season. We were able to hear
the wonderful news that a child was born unto us. Now we approach the season of Lent. In fact, in the month of February our services will consist of what
we call "pre–Lent." During pre-Lent, we get to hear about grace, the Word,
and faith. These three are the bread and butter of our Christian faith. They
are at the core of what it means to be a Lutheran and a Christian.
After the season of pre-Lent, we will enter into the season of Lent, leading to
Easter Sunday. But why do I mention this to you now? These seasons and
church services are not irrelevant liturgical nuances. But rather, these seasons
prepare you and me for the season of Easter, which lies before us. Think of it
this way; we prepare for the season of Easter in three steps, Pre-Lent, Lent,
and Passion Week. In other words, pre-Lent, Lent, and Passion Week are
strictly a time for penitence and examination. In our busy world, these seasons cause us to slow down and contemplate who we are and why we need
Jesus' death on the cross.
So, I invite you on this journey into pre-Lent during February, and the journey
into Lent in March and April. We journey together towards Mount Calvary,
where we will hear about Christ bleeding and dying for us. We do not take
his death lightly, but with soberness, we hear the news of Christ's death and
the glorious news of his resurrection.
On another note, I commend this newsletter to your reading. You will find an
article about the Christian life – the life we live in combat with our sinful old
Adam. You will also find our monthly church activity calendar, as well as details about ushering, greeting, and acolytes.
The Lord bless and keep you this pre-Lent season and into Lent and Easter.
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to everyone born in the month

FEBRUARY

1 – Jo Ann Bishop

16 – Breanne Pierson

3 – Ethan Benham

17 – Mike Eggebraaten

Blaine Burtch

18 – Sharon Rollman

Dave Llewellyn Sr.

20 – Charles Filipek

5 – Barbara Zietz
6 – Jennifer Huston

22 – Theodore Gabor
Hannah Worral

8 – Becky Richards

23 – Emilee Wirtzfelt

9 – Marlene Erdman

25 – Ruth Lane

11 – Arlene Walhaug

26 – Brandon Boetcher

13 – Randy Nielsen

27 – Julie Gross

15 – Matthew Richard
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FEBRUARY HYMNS
February 3, 2019

Fourth Sunday of the Epiphany

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Sermon Hymn: 557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way
Communion Hymns: 618, 620, 622, 643
Closing Hymn: 715 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
February 10, 2019

The Transfiguration of our Lord

Divine Service Three

Opening Hymn: 414 ‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here
Sermon Hymn: 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
Communion Hymns: 623, 625, 628, 632
Closing Hymn: 537 Beautiful Savior
February 17, 2019

Septuagesima

Divine Service One

Opening Hymn: 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come (vs. 1-5)
Sermon Hymn: 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come (vs. 6-10)
Communion Hymns: 634, 633, 636
Closing Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
February 24, 2019

Sexagesima

Divine Service Three

Opening Hymn: 427 In the Cross of Christ I glory
Sermon Hymn: 578 Thy Strong Word
Communion Hymns: 623, 637, 642, 643
Closing Hymn: 728 How Firm a Foundation

F
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Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

rom the Pastor’s Study
The Christian’s War:

LIFE AS A SIMULTANEOUS SINNER AND SAINT
Part 3 of 5
By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

“For the death he died he died to sin, once
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourself dead to
sin and alive to God in Jesus Christ.”
-The Apostle Paul
“Epistle of Romans”

I have been told before that
the worst kind of alcoholics
are those who deny that they
have a problem. These are individuals who keep their back
bar shelves stocked full of
booze and constantly tell their
family and themselves that
they do not have a difficulty
with the bottle. Their talking
point is that everything is under control. That is to say;
these alcoholics are very difficult because they live under
the delusion that they have
the ability and willpower to
control their alcoholism, but in
reality, it is destroying themselves and those around them.
So, they may choose to go
several days without a drink,
which confirms that they are
in control, but when they fall
off the wagon, they then rationalize it away and say,

Family members make it
worse
too
when
they
encourage the alcoholic by
giving
him
encouraging
optimistic sayings,
“A couple of drinks are
okay. Everything will be
alright. You are fine.”

And so, the alcoholic will never get the help that he needs,
as long as he thinks that he is
not an alcoholic and feels that
he can make changes on his
own. Indeed, as long as he
thinks that he is in control and
that he can improve his life,
he is unfortunately trapped in
alcoholism.
And
being
trapped in the addiction,
nothing will change for the
good, but more often than
not, he will destroy himself
and others.
But there is another possibil“Oh, it won’t happen again, ity. As soon as the alcoholic
I am alright. It was just one bottoms out – reaches the abtime. I’ve got this.”
solute bottom where he can

no
longer
escape
his
alcoholism – there is hope.
Yes, when he realizes that he
cannot fix and improve his
struggle with the bottle, then
he is finally in a place where
he can get the help that he
needs. At the bottom, the alcoholic will be able to take his
eyes off the idea that he can
fix himself and then look to
help outside himself. He will
be able to look to others to
help him with his addiction,
which typically results in him
dumping the alcohol down
the drain and smashing the
back bar into a thousand pieces while confessing to those
around him, “My name is
John, I am an alcoholic.”
Now, why do I share this? I
share this because we are
similar to the alcoholic, when
it comes to the sinful old nature – the old Adam. You see,
way too many people are living as if they can improve
their sinful old Adam. They
have not bottomed out. They
think that they are in control
and can fix up the old Adam.
They live with the delusion
that their old Adam can
advance and improve.

Continue onto the Next Page
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Consider,
for a moment, some of the
titles of these popular books,
Continued from Page 4

“Think Confident”
“Thinking Big”
“The Power of Your Mind”
“You Can Get Rich”
“I’m OK-You're Ok”
“There is Nothing Wrong With
You”
Now, all of these books understand to a certain extent
that we humans have a problem, but like the alcoholic,
they believe the
delusion
that we humans can fix our
problems. They think that the
old Adam can be renewed
and converted and improved.
"Our sinful flesh can't be
whipped into shape; it
can't be reformed, it can't
grow or do good, and
trying to do so only
results in failure."
-Bryan Wolfmueller
Dear friends, if you try to educate a person, you will get a
smarter sinner. If you try to
get a person to be confident,
you will get a self-assured sinner. If you try to get a person
to think big, you will get a big
headed sinner. If you try to
get a person to tap into power, you will get a powerhungry sinner. If you try to get
a person to be rich, you will
get a greedy sinner. If you tell
someone that they are okay
and that there is nothing
wrong with them, you will get

“Put to death therefore what
is earthly in you…”
-The Apostle Paul
“Epistle of Colossians”

a satisfied and slothful sinner.
[1]
As with the alcoholic, if we ignore the root of the problem,
which is that the sinful old
Adam cannot improve or be
fixed, then meager
advice
and optimistic encouragements do nothing. Advice only gives the impression that
we can fix our old Adam.
To the point; whatever we do,
we cannot change our sinful
old Adam. The sinful nature is
too addicted to sin. The sinful
nature is too twisted, too
dark, and too perverse. Therefore, "the old man is not converted, he cannot be; he is not
renewed, he cannot be...[But
rather,] our whole old nature
must be removed,”[2] it must
be put to death. We must
bottom out and realize that
improvement of the old Adam
is not only a delusion but an
impossibility. Indeed, the sinful old Adam is not just a
“mere figment of imagination
which can be adjusted by
thinking differently”[3] or
more positively.
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But rather, the sinful old Adam must be put to death – it
must be smashed into a thousand pieces. It must be
poured down the drain. It
must be dragged out and
confessed before the throne
of grace. It must be slain. And
until this happens, nothing
will change for the good, but
more often than not, things
will only get worse.
This is exactly what we hear
from Colossians 3:1-17. We
read that this old Adam, along
with its fruit, must be ‘put to
death.’ Yes, Paul says that the
old Adam and its fruit must
not be reformed or converted
or improved, but put to death,
put away, and stripped off!
The sinful old Adam mustn’t
pass ‘Go’ and does not collect
$200.
I

think we are getting a clear
picture right about now that
there is no hope for this old
Adam. In fact, this old Adam is
not to be treated with kid
gloves, but rather, this old Adam is to be treated as an enemy combative.
This old Adam needs to be
kicked around – admonished,
forced, threatened, punished,
and ultimately executed.[4]
Continue onto the Next Page

Continued from Page 5

"There's only one way to deal
with sin. Not by reform, but
by death and resurrection.
Not by remodeling,
but by demolition and
reconstruction.
As the Old Adam dies, the
New Man emerges and arises. The forgiveness of sins is
essentially a repeat
performance of the mighty
drama God unfolded once for
all in the death and
resurrection of His Son
and then personally and
individually for every believer
in their baptism."
-Harold Senkbeil
“Dying to Live”

So, instead of letting the old
Adam have his way, we instead confront the sinful nature. Remember you are a
Christian, the sinful old Adam
can never be given asylum
with a Christian. The sinful nature is never to be granted a
voice or a safe haven with the
Christian, for it is our enemy.
And so, when the stubborn
sinful nature grumbles, you
kick the old Adam and drag
this sinful nature to church,
where you stand shoulder to
shoulder with everyone else
and confess, “I, a poor,
miserable sinner, confess un-

to You O God all my sins…”
And then the pastor hearing
the confession, makes the
sign of the cross reminding
you of your baptisms while
saying, “In the stead and by
the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, I forgive you of
all of your sins.”

Adam by confessing, which is
repentance, we are also walking in our baptism where we
are given the grace, Spirit,
and strength to fight the
good fight and finish the
course.
Strip off the old Adam, put
him to death, for you have
died in Christ and are raised
anew by faith in Him –
clothed in the radiance of
your baptisms.

And at that moment the old
Adam is executed – the old
Adam is plunged into your
baptisms where it drowns and
dies. Indeed, at that moment
your faith is strengthened – The old Adam cannot be
forward
because
faith that kills the old Adam carried
Christ
is
your
life.
and makes you altogether
a different person.[5]
"For through the Law, I died
And here is the catch, dear to the Law, so that I might
live to God. I have been
Baptized Saints, this is the
life of the Christian. The dai- crucified with Christ; it is no
ly Christian life is nothing longer I who live, but it is
other than a daily baptism. Christ who lives in me. And
Because you belong to Jesus the life I now live in the flesh
and because you have been I live by faith in the Son of
put at war against your old God who loved and gave
himself for me.”
Adam, you are to daily
plunged into your baptisms
-The Apostle Paul
“The Epistle of Romans”
by confession. Yes, when you
confess your sins and confess the old Adam within
you, the Lord declares to you
that you are baptized - forgiven! Your baptism is not
just a past event but a present reality. You received forgiveness of sins in baptism,
and that forgiveness remains
day by day as long as we live,
that is, as long as we carry the 1] Don Matzat, Christ Esteem: Where the Search
old creature around our for Self-Esteem Ends (Harvest House Publishing,
1990), 32.
necks.”[6]
So, we fight against the old
Adam, not by reforming the
sinful nature or trying to
make it better, but by putting
it off – putting it to death.
And when we attack the old

2] R.C.H. Lenski quoted on Buls Notes on the New
Testament, “Colossians 3:1-11,” Pericope Dot
Com, http://pericope.org/buls-notes/colossians/
colossians_3_1_11.html (accessed March 6, 2018).
3] Don Matzat, Christ Esteem, 32.
4] See the Solid Declaration of the Formula of
Concord, VI:24.
5] Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, IV:10.
6] Martin Luther, The Large Catechism: Baptism.
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LHM SUNDAY
Sunday February 10, 2019
Please pray for the Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM).
Please consider joining LHM.
Joining the LHM is easy, just fill out an envelope available at the
LHM display located in the Narthex.
Please consider supporting LHM with a freewill offering.
Freewill offerings will be collected in the back of the church.
Thank you for your love and compassion for a world in need.
Your LHM Ambassador,
Leonard Nelson

FEBRUARY 2019 SCHEDULES
If anyone serves me,

and where I am,

he must follow me;

ACOLYTES

there will my servant be also.
John 12:26

3rd
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - JayDe Satcho

3rd
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Payten Reing

10th
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson
10:30 AM - Jacob Lokken

10th
8:00 AM - Destinie Pierson
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho

17th
8:00 AM - Jason Weyer, II
10:30 AM - Hayden Haney

17th
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - Holden Haney

24th
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson
10:30 AM - Kiya Plesuk

24th
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen

GREETERS

31st
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Joseph Shappell

USHERS

3rd
8:00 AM - Wally & Eileen Darkow
10:30 AM - Tim & Melissa Sutton

3rd
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner

10th
8:00 AM - Mike & Kathy Coughlin
10:30 AM - Sharon Rollman & Hannah Worral

10th
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop

17th
8:00 AM - Dave & Sandy Llewellyn
10:30 AM - Chandler & Virginia Braaten

17th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken

24th
8:00 AM - Les & Diane Pierson
10:30 AM - Tracy & Kim Prey

24th
8:00 AM - Team 2: Roger & Riley
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen

ELDERS
3rd
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz

17th
8:00 AM - Mark Schaefer
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken

10th
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie

24th
8:00 AM - Kim Filipek
10:30 AM - Joe Hudson

Tuesday
Feb 5th at 4:00pm
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Have You Planned Your Funeral
Alright, let’s be honest,
no-one really wants to
talk about death. Let
alone, even imagine our
own death. It’s a very
sensitive subject that we
stuff somewhere in the
back of our minds and
tell ourselves that we will
talk about later – or–
someday.

Yet ?

But what happens if that someday never happens?
Although this may be an uncomfortable topic, it’s an important
conversation to have.
So, if you want to have a conversation about your funeral, consider
scheduling a visit with Pastor Richard by contacting Pastor or Ruth through
the Parish Office.

Pastor Contact Information
Email: stpaulsrev@srt.com
Cell: 701-389-0418
Office: 701-852-2821
Parish Office Contact Information
Email: stpaulsofc@srt.com
Office: 701-852-2821
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Kick-off Open House - Mon. Feb. 4
Have a baked potato with all the "fixins."
Take a tour. Join us at our Dakota Hope
Kick-Off Open House on Monday Feb. 4th,
11am-6pm. Location 315 Main St. S., Suite
205. Learn more about Giving Hearts Day
and how you can help us!

Dine-In to Donate at Applebee’s –
Monday Feb. 11
On Monday, Feb.11, between 11
am - 10 pm, 20% of your meal,
Dine-in only will be donated to Dakota Hope Clinic. Just tell your
server that you want to support
Dakota Hope.

Giving Hearts Day - Thurs. Feb. 14(All Day)
This is a chance to have your donation
matched with locally raised funds.
From 12:01am to 11:59pm.
Visit www.dakotahope.org
and click on the GivingHearts link to
donate online.
Come in to our Open House for help with
online donations, tours, refreshments and
prizes, between 7:30 am and 7:30 pm.
For more information, call 701-852-4675.
In addition, follow the Facebookathon all
day for local talent and updates
www.Facebook.com/DakotaHopeClinic
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