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Mondays:   Pastor Richardõs Day Off 

Tuesdays: Staff Meeting, Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays:  Menõs Bible Study, Confirmation, Prayer and Preaching Service 

Fridays:   Altar Circle 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Feb 6  Elders Meeting 

Feb 8  Altar Circle, Finance Committee, Board of Education,  

  Council Meetings  

Feb 10 Worship Committee Meeting 

Feb 12 LWML Meeting; LYF Valentines Baking 

Feb13 Safety Committee Meeting; LYF Meeting 
 

Feb 17 Quilting 

Feb 19 LYF Celebration of Love Dinner  

Feb 27 LWML Zone Board Meeting  

(701) 852-2821 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish Office if you need spiritual care; know of someone hospitalized and needing 
 a visit; have a prayer submission; or have any other church-related circumstance. 

 

 *Office Closed 2/1/2022 
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In the Lutheran Confessions, we come across the word cooperation in regard to living out the Christian life. Considering this word,       

the Solid Declaration (part II) of the Formula of Concord (in the Lutheran Book of Concord) helps us understand that we do not cooper-

ate alongside the Holy Spirit in the way two horses draw a wagon together.  

 

In other words, after the Holy Spirit has begun His work of rebirth in usñthrough the Word and Sacramentsñwe do not cooperate with 

Him as if He exerts 50 percent and we do the remaining 50 percent. Rather, it is necessary to understand that we cooperate when are 

made instruments and tools in conversion.  

 

Indeed, as instruments and tools of Gad ant the Holy Spirit, we only do good to the extent that He rules, leads and guides us.                 

If He would withdraw His gracious handñif we ceased to be direct objects of His actions to and through usñwe could not for one    

moment remain in faith, let alone bear good fruit. 

 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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òO Wondrous Type! O Vision Fairó ð LSB 413  
 
On February 6th our church will celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord. It is always scheduled preceding the season of Lent, but can either 

fall three and a half weeks before Ash Wednesday in the one-year lectionary, or the Sunday immediately before Ash Wednesday in the three-

year lectionary. It is about transitioning from the joyous celebrations of Christõs birth, naming and baptism to the somberness of Lent. Just as 

Jesus wandered in the desert for 40 days (Matt. 4:1-11), we too will wander through 40 days of Lent. In the three-year lectionary, Transfigura-

tion Sunday is the pivotal transition day - one day - to hit the high point of the Transfiguration and recognize a little hint of what is coming 

(see òAlleluia, Song of Gladnessó ð LSB 417). In the one-year lectionary, Transfiguration Sunday kicks off three weeks of transition with Septua-

gesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquagesima, the three Sundays known as Pre-Lent or Gesimatide. Pre-Lent offers us three weeks to anchor our-

selves in faith, grace, and Scripture before entering Lent. But for today, we will look at the Transfiguration of Our Lord! 

 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In summary, Jesus took a select few of His disciples 

up onto a mountain to pray. òAnd as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And be-

hold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah.ó (Luke 9:29-30) The disciples with Him were dazed and dazzled, and suggested they 

erect structures for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. And then ð òa voice came out of the cloud, saying, ôThis is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to 

him!õó (Luke 9:35) Matthew expounds a bit more on the wondrous vision: òAnd he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his clothes became white as light.ó (Matt. 17:2) and òWhen the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Je-

sus came and touched them, saying, ôRise, and have no fear.õ And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.ó (Matt. 17:6-

9) Jesus told the disciples not to tell anyone else about the event, and they returned down off the mountain. Afterward, He set His sights on 

Jerusalem and His coming suffering. 

 
Our Transfiguration hymn, òO Wondrous Type! O Vision Fairó ð LSB 413 is based on the Luke account. The hymn text and tune are both very 

old, from the 1400s, and the text was originally in Latin. It was translated into English by Rev. John Mason Neale in the mid-1800s. This hymn 

artfully captures the experience of the Transfiguration, tying it to us today. The first two verses perfectly depict the wonder and majesty of this 

event: òO wondrous type! O vision fair of glory that the Church may share, which Christ upon the mountain shows, where brighter than the 

sun He glows!ó (413:1). It proceeds to mention Moses, Elijah, and Godõs voice speaking from the cloud in verse 2. Verses 3 and 4 draw the 

connection between us and the disciples present that day: òWith shining face and bright array Christ deigns to manifest today what glory shall 

be theirs above who joy in God with perfect love.ó (413:3) and òAnd faithful hearts are raised on high by this great visionõs mystery, for which 

in joyful strains we raise the voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.ó (413:4) The Trinitarian fifth verse describes our hope of heaven: òO Father, 

with the eternal Son and Holy Spirit ever one, we pray Thee, bring us by Thy grace to see Thy glory face to face.ó (413:5) 

òMusic is to be praised as second only to the Word of God because by her all the emotions are swayed. That is why there are so many songs and psalms. This 

precious gift has been bestowed on men alone to remind them that they are created to praise and magnify the Lord.ó - Martin Luther 
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Those who had worked all day were angry that they 

received the same pay as those who barely worked. 

Perhaps that is the same problem with us in the 

church. We do not like being equal to others. We 

like to feel better than other people as a way to   

validate ourselves before God. 
 

We can become hateful and frustrated when we see 

God giving the same grace to all, especially those 

we think have ædone lessç than us. 
 

That is where our real problem lies. God does not 

show partiality; He gives grace to sinners alike.  

His partiality is directed only to Christ for our sake. 
 

And so, when it comes to the Kingdom of God, 

there are no scales, no hierarchies, and no huffing 

and puffing with self -righteous works. Just Jesus and 

His work for you. The Lord chose to bypass the silly 

games of humanity and comes directly to you in His 

Word and Sacraments to give you His undeserved 

and unmerited grace as a sheer gift! 

UNMERITED GRACE 
And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, òThese last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.ó (Matthew 20:11ð12) 

9ȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ aLb¦¢9 a9{{!D9{Σ DƻǎǇŜƭ-CƛƭƭŜŘ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜǊȅ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ Σ нлнмΦ 

Lord, teach me to rely upon Your grace alone, not my    

efforts, and certainly not my perceived ranking in life. 

Thank You for grace that is not of my own doing.  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear my prayer. 
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LYF & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We are excited for the New Year and the continued 
teaching of the Word to your children.   

 
We have gone back to 9:15am start with opening in the 
Sanctuary, they will then move to prospective areas at 

9:30am and have closing at 10:15am. 
 

We love the fellowship and the donuts provided from 
9:00am-9:15am, if the youth get there close to Sunday 
school start please have them wait until   after Sunday 

school to grab a donut.  
 

No food/drink is allowed in Sanctuary,  
so Confirmation students will need to do this before 

9:15 am or after 10:15 am. 
 

Please make sure we are being good stewards of our 
areas and clean up after ourselves 

 


