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December 1, 8, 15 Advent Soup & Sandwiches, Advent Evening Prayer  

December 4  LYF Cookie Baking 

December 5  Wittenberg Sunday, Elder Meeting  

December 11  LWML Meeting  

December 13  Dine to Donate HT Fundraiser at the Starving Rooster 

December 14  Altar Circle, Finance Committee, Board of Education, Council Meetings 

December 16  Quilting 

December 17  Choir sing at Nursing Homes, Church-wide Christmas Party, Youth Un-Lockin 

December 19  Children’s Christmas Program 

December 24  Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 2pm, 4:30pm, 7pm 

December 25  Christmas Day Service 

December 31  New Year Eve’s Service at St. Mark’s 

 

 Mondays:   Pastor Richard’s Day Off 

Tuesdays: Staff Meeting, Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays:  Men’s Bible Study, Confirmation, Advent Soup & Sandwiches, Advent Evening Prayer  

Fridays:   Altar Circle 

 

*No Confirmation Classes 12/22 or 12/29  *Parish Office Closed 12/27 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For the most up-to-date calendar events,  

please check out our online calendar at 

www.anchoredminot.com 
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It seems that everyone is familiar with the pretend Santa Claus story 

with all the flying reindeer, the sleigh, and all the presents coming 

down a chimney. However, what I have found is that many are not 

familiar with the ancient and real St. Nicholas – the man named   

Nikolas of Myra.  

 

Nikolas of Myra was born 1,700 years ago in what we now know as 

modern day Turkey. This ancient St. Nicholas was given a large    

inheritance when his parents passed away, and then he used this 

inheritance to help the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He had a 

reputation for secret gift-giving, such as putting coins in people’s 

shoes.  He took care of the poor widows and the orphans in his 

city.  If the poor and suffering did not have shoes, he would bring 

them shoes. If they did not have a blanket, he would bring them a 

blanket.  If they did not have food, he would bring them food.        

Furthermore, as a pastor and a bishop, St. Nicholas took care of 

other pastors by helping them teach the Bible correctly, even at 

times getting physically angry at false teachers who perverted the 

truth of God’s Word.     

 

Besides giving gifts and caring for pastors, St. Nicholas experienced 

ruthless persecution for the Christian faith. One day he was seized 

by the local magistrates, tortured, then chained and thrown into 

prison with many other Christians for his bold and unwavering   

confession of the Christian faith.   

 

After his release from prison, St. Nicholas continued his care of 

those in need and continued to teach the Bible faithfully.  He even 

helped write something called, the Nicene Creed.   

 

What made this ancient St. Nicholas so profound is that he didn't 

care much whether children were naughty or nice. He knew that 

children are both naughty and nice at the same time. So are adults. 
Continue reading on the next page  

THE REAL ST. NICHOLAS 
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He also knew that Jesus died for everyone, the naughty and 

the nice and that both naughty and nice people need Jesus.  

 

St. Nicholas wanted everyone to know that. He didn't keep 

any list that he checked over twice, except maybe a list of all 

the people in his church who needed help. He was careful 

about making sure that people knew how much God loved 

them by showing them his love. If you looked at St. Nicholas 

and saw how much he loved other people, you could see the 

love of Jesus shining through him. 

 

You see, St. Nicholas loved Jesus, and He knew that he was 

loved by Jesus.  The reason why?  He knew that Jesus came to 

give songs for sighing; to turn darkness to light; and to turn 

condemnation to forgiveness. 

 

I do not share this with you as a mere Christmas history      

lesson, but rather, I share it with you because if St. Nicholas 

were alive with us right now, he would want us to remember 

God’s gift of His Son, Jesus, this Christmas Season.  In other 

words, St. Nicholas would not want you to remember him and 

his legacy of giving gifts but would want you to know the   

ultimate gift, the Savior that was born that Christmas Eve long 

ago - Christ Jesus the Lord.  Yes, a Savior born for you; born 

to live and die and rise for the forgiveness of your sins.     

 

Merry Christmas to you in the name of the one who was born 

unto you, Christ Jesus the Lord. 

 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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 HYMN STUDY 

“Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” - LSB 347 
 
As the Church enters the season of Advent on December 28

th
 this year, we reflect on Jesus’ anticipated arrival 2,000 years ago, and eagerly 

await His return on the last day. The coming of the King serves as a sacred invitation for His people to make appropriate preparation for His 
arrival. Many of the hymns of the Advent season reflect the theme of remembering and of holy preparation. Part of that preparation comes in 
the form of looking thoughtfully at our lives and repenting of the sins that weigh down our hearts and oppress us and cause us grief in some 
way. It is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of Christmas can be fully understood and appreciated. Calvinist Karl Barth penned, 
“Unfulfilled and fulfilled promise are related to each other, as are dawn and sunrise. Both promise and in fact the same promise. If anywhere 
at all, then it is precisely in the light of the coming of Christ that faith has become Advent faith, the expectation of future revelation. But faith 
knows for whom and for what it is waiting. It is fulfilled faith because it lays hold on the fulfilled promise.” The promise for Israel and the 
promise for the church is Jesus Christ; He has come, and He will come again. This is the essence of Advent. 
 
Even though it has a penitential side to it, Advent has never lost its basic theme of celebration. As the redeemed people of God, we cannot 
help but rejoice that Christ is coming into our world for our sake. Repenting ultimately becomes rejoicing, as the assurance of the coming of 
Jesus as Savior and Lord is restated and reaffirmed through the Scripture readings appointed for the season, the start of the Church’s annual 
cycle. 
 
“Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” was written by Johannes Gottfried Olearius in the 17

th
 century. Although this hymn was written for the 

Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptizer, it is also a fitting Advent hymn. It captures the message of Advent, that Christ is coming for His 
people, not to punish them, but to give them the peace that flows from the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
The hymn’s text is drawn from Isaiah 40: “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins.” (Is. 40:1-2) These words, 
and the lyrics of our hymn’s first two verses proclaim the forgiveness of sins that is ours through faith in Christ: “Yea, her sins our God will par-
don, blotting out each dark misdeed.” (LSB 347:2a) The hymn’s third and fourth verses continue with the ‘voice in the desert’ as foretold by 
Isaiah. We know this ‘voice calling sinners to repentance’ was Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist. “Hark, the herald’s voice is crying in the desert 
far and near, calling sinners to repentance, since the Kingdom now is here.” (LSB 347:3a) Finally, the hymn concludes with, “For the glory of 
the Lord now o’er Earth is shed abroad, and all flesh shall see the token that His Word is never broken.” (LSB 347:4b) These words echo the 
following Bible verses: “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spo-
ken.” (Is. 40:5) and “the Word of our God will stand forever.” (Is. 40:8b). This ‘glory of the Lord’ to be revealed is simultaneously Jesus coming 
as true man and true God to fulfill the covenant on our behalf, and Jesus coming on the last day as conquering King. That gives us much to 
celebrate! 

“Music is to be praised as second only to the Word of God because by her all the emotions are swayed. That is why there are so many songs and psalms. This 

precious gift has been bestowed on men alone to remind them that they are created to praise and magnify the Lord.” - Martin Luther 
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Thousands of years ago, ancient Greek philosophers 

attempted to make sense of the world. They knew 

there had to be a center for everything, something 

holding it together. For example, an orchestra has 

many different instruments playing at different times 

with different notes at different volumes. However, 

something must unite all of those elements together to 

create music. In an orchestra, that something is the 

conductor. But what one thing keeps the world          

together? What is the center of the universe? 
 

In the sixth century BC, one philosopher said that the 

“word” (“logos” in Greek) was at the center of the    

universe. Several hundred years later, the apostle John 

made the same point. In the opening of his Gospel, 

John states that “all things were made through” the 

Word (v. 3) and that the Word is life. But John knew 

something the Greek philosophers could not fathom: 

this Word is a person. The Word put on human flesh. 

The Word is Jesus. 
 

The one who was born in tiny Bethlehem is the center 

of the  cosmos! In Him and through Him, all things 

were made, and all things are sustained. And what 

makes this Word—Jesus—even more special? He came 

for you. 

JESUS IS THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING  
In the beginning was the Word. (John 1:1) 

 

Lord Jesus, this world can seem 

chaotic and unpredictable.   

Keep me centered in You, for You 

are my stability, consistency, 

forgiveness, and glory.  

Lord, in Your mercy,  

hear my prayer. 

Excerpt from MINUTE MESSAGES, Gospel-Filled Devotions for Every Occasion, Concordia Publishing House , 2021. 
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(701) 852-2821 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish Office if you need spiritual care; know of someone hospitalized and needing a 
visit; have a prayer submission; or have any other church-related circumstance. 

 

ADVENT SOUP & SANDWICHES AT 5PM 
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KNITTED BABY BAPTISM COVERINGS NEEDED 

actual color is white 
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LYF & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Christmas time can be crazy busy! 

Let our LYF help you out by baking your  
holiday cookie treats.  

Use the jot form link or QR code to submit 
electronically or we have an order form in the  

Fellowship hall too.  

Place your order by December 1st.   

As always, we honor our servicemen and   
women by helping with the Airmen cookie 
drive.  New this year, we will do our best to   
accommodate special requests, such as no    

icing or sprinkles.   

https://www.jotform.com/202964688375168 

DECEMBER 

 1
st
 Advent Meal (service and fundraiser) 

 4
th

 LYF cookie baking (Airmen cookie drive & fundraiser)  

 1
st
 shift 8-1 (limited unless working all day) 

 2
nd

 shift 12-5  

 Meeting will be at noon with lunch 

 8
th

 Advent Meal (service and fundraiser) 

 15
th

 Advent Meal (service and fundraiser) 

 17
th

 Church wide Christmas party and LYF unlock in (unlock in is 
8pm-1am) 

 19
th

 Christmas program with potluck 4:00pm 

JANUARY 

 2nd Minot LYF family skating at MAYSA with chili 3pm 

 9th LYF meeting  

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jotform.com%2F202964688375168%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Lj01a_y0xeDYFsDRJG3ye1IUek2UBEzqiVEPAeWOn7s3SUsxIetAD054&h=AT0KQqnacQ3JVc2QgX3MyUkkfO7EIKXVmZ5xTSrNUoGIcDgkoC5O9CMFztNMnNeH5G1XYV8g5HcY5YXPxzrK4_jOgv_QJa_ZmsGAJQFwp
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LWML 

 

Ladies mark your calendars and plan on 

joining us for a fun morning.  

This would be a great time to see what 

LWML is all about!  

We hope to see you there! 
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HT CONFERENCE 
BOZEMAN, MT 
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HT RETREAT 
MINOT, ND 

MARCH 25-26, 2022 
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12/02 Adelyn Magnuson 12/11 Ray Schwarz 12/23 Theresa Karhan 

12/03 Scott Marschner 12/12 Amber Corpe 12/24 Stephanie Stohlquist 

12/03 Les Pierson 12/12 William Erdman 12/24 Stephanie Swain 

12/04 Colleen Fitchner 12/12 Jeff Kniffin 12/25 Adrian Fitchner 

12/04 Janice Krueger 12/12 Allie Kraft 12/26 Carson Kraft 

12/04 Brandon Pelzer 12/13 Bo Thorson 12/26 Annika Steig 

12/05 Laverne Erdman 12/14 Ashley Ringsaker 12/27 Grace Pfennig 

12/05 Devin Seney 12/15 Jonelle Fenner 12/27 Joshua Shappell 

12/06 Shirley Faydo 12/15 Bill Thomas 12/27 Vicki Steinke 

12/06 Kathy Neubauer 12/17 Brittni Gillmore 12/28 Carolyn Loeffelbein 

12/08 Jerome Miller 12/18 Amanda Fimreite 12/29 Ella Darrow 

12/10 Delie Hoverson 12/18 Melissa Fimreite 12/29 Carlyle Roth 

12/11 Ilene Schimmelpfennig 12/18 Laverne Haake 12/31 Gaven Mosser 
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Thank you past, present, and future 

church officers and volunteers for all 

that you do and the things we don’t see 

you doing behind the scenes. 
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LYF made 109 

dozen Lefse  

orders this year! 

Thank you to  

everyone who 

helped make it  

and those who  

ordered it.  

We hope you  

enjoyed your 

Lefse! 

www.anchoredminot.com 

For the most up-to-date calendar 

events, please check out our online 

calendar at 

Our church timeline in the fellowship hall is done. 

Thank you Doris, Rhonda, and Vicki  

for your hard work! 

Thank you church 

family  

for another  

amazing year! 
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2021/2022 ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
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Month of December  
Kim Reing 

2021 COMMUNION CLEANERS 

DECEMBER 2021 SCHEDULES 

USHERS 

DEC 5 

8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark  

10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner  

DEC 12 

8:00 AM - Team 2: Jamie & Ryley 

10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop 

DEC 19 

8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle 

10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken  

DEC 26 

8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.  

10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen 

ELDERS 

DEC 5 

8:00 AM - Ryley Plesuk  

10:30 AM - Lyle Hudson  

DEC 12 

8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk 

10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz 

DEC 19 

8:00 AM - Kim Filipek 

10:30 AM - Joshua Phillips  

DEC 26 

8:00 AM - Ryley Plesuk  

10:30 AM - Ellis Haake 
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Please welcome our new members.  
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Please welcome our new members.  
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Please welcome our new members.  
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Join us Friday December 17th 

Choir sing at Nursing Homes, 4pm 

 Church-wide Christmas Party, 6pm 

Youth Un-Lockin, 8pm 
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