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Dear Baptized Saints of St. Paul’s:

PASTOR’S NOTE

A most blessed Advent and Christmas
to you!
We have now had the updated
Newsletters for the last 5 months. I hope
they are a blessing to you, as well as an effective tool to communicate
with you. Speaking of the Newsletter, I would like to take this opportunity to especially highlight several things for you:
As you will see, the LYF Youth are working at the Advent Meals to
earn funds to attend Higher Things.
What is Higher Things?
Higher Things is a youth organization of the LCMS that works to
teach youth our Lutheran faith through conferences, literature, and
electronic media. This summer (June) the conference is in St. Paul
Minnesota. We have 18 from our church that will be attending. To
learn more go to: www.higherthings.org
Have you checked out St. Paul's updated website? You can access
newsletters, the church calendar, sermons, bible studies and more.
Go to www.anchoredminot.org or www.stpaulsminot.org
We are LIVE!
Yes, on Sundays our church service is being broadcast LIVE on Facebook. If you are not on Facebook, do not worry. You can access the
services on Facebook Live through our website. What does this
mean? It means that if you are sick or the weather is bad, you can
still be blessed by the Divine Services.
Please take some time to check out the activities and services for December! You will find we have a lot going on this month..
Finally, as we embrace this Christmas Season, I want to commend the
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the following thoughts to you from an old theologian named, Fredrick Wisloff.
“Had there been no sin on earth, there
would have been no Christmas. Had there
been no sinners, there would have been no
need of a Savior. For this very reason the
Christmas Gospel is a message for sinners.
And only those who acknowledge their sins
can understand the true meaning of Christmas. . . .The name ‘Jesus’ is the hope of the
world; it is the radiant dawn over a generation living in the night of sin; it is salvation
and victory for the sinner, it is release for
him who is in captivity; it is hope, it is a future, it is eternity. With Jesus something of
heaven comes to earth.”
A Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas to
you!
Anchored with you in Christ,

Pastor Richard

OUR FAMILY
St. Paul’s Helping Hands

A Big THANK YOU to Leonard, Adrian, & Jason!
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DECEMBER HYMNS
December 2, 2018

First Sunday in Advent
Divine Service One
Opening Hymn: #349 “Hark the Glad Sound”
Sermon Hymn: #332 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Closing Hymn: #331 “The Advent of Our King”
Communion Hymns both services: #618, #620, #622, #623

December 9, 2018
Second Sunday in Advent Divine Service Three
Opening Hymn: #649 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
Sermon Hymn: #515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
Closing Hymn: #341 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Communion Hymns both services: #624, #625, #628, #357
December 16, 2018 Third Sunday in Advent
Divine Service One
Opening Hymn: #344 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
Sermon Hymn: #345 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
Closing Hymn: #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”
Communion Hymns for both services: #633, #632, #634, #349
December 23, 2018

Fourth Sunday in Advent Divine Service Three
Opening Hymn: #797 “Praise the Almighty”
Sermon Hymn: #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Closing Hymn: #803 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
Communion Hymns for both services: #637, #636, #642, #350

December 24, 2018

Christmas Eve

Lessons & Carols

December 25, 2018 Christmas Day
Divine Service Four
Opening Hymn: #358 (v. 1-5) “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
Sermon Hymn: #358 (v. 6-10) “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
Closing Hymn: #358 (v. 11-15) “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
Communion Hymns for both services: #387, #379, #370, #365
December 30, 2018 First Sunday after Christmas
Divine Service Four
Opening Hymn: #384 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
Sermon Hymn: #389 “Let All Together Praise Our God”
Closing Hymn: #367 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
Communion Hymns for both services: #370, #380, #367, #387
December 31, 2018

New Year’s Eve

From

Vespers with Communion

heaven above to earth I come
to bear good news to every
home!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to everyone born in the month

DECEMBER

3 – Les Pierson

Ashley Ringsaker

4 – Colleen Fitchner
Janice Krueger
Brandon Pelzer
5 – Devin Seney

15 – Jonelle Fenner
Bill Thomas
17 – Miranda Dutenhafer
Brittni Gillmore

6 – Shirley Faydo

18 – Laverne Haake

8 – Jerome Miller

19 – Liam Prey

11 – Ray Schwarz

20– Sharon Aannerud

12 – Ezri Halvorson

27 – Grace Pfennig
Joshua Shappell
28 – Carolyn Loeffelbein
29 – Ella Darrow

Peyton Dutenhafer

Jeff Kniffin

23 – Theresa Karhan

Allie Kraft

24 – Stephanie O'Neill

14– Nathan Henke

25 – Adrian Fitchner

Stephanie Swain

St. Paul’s - Did You Know?
Hey St. Paul’s, did you know that you can
now watch sermons live?

Yes

on Sundays our church service is being broadcast
LIVE on Facebook. If you are not on Facebook, do
not worry. You can access the services on Facebook Live through
our website www.anchoredminot.org. What does this mean? It
means that if you are sick or the weather is bad, you can still be
blessed by the Divine Services.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard
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rom the Pastor’s Study

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus
By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

Based on a letter by Francis Church,
editor of the New York Sun in a September 21, 1897 editorial reply to
Virginia O'Hanion who had written to inquire if Santa Claus really existed.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. Oh, I don't mean
those silly santas you see in the shopping mall wearing those funny red and white suits. I'm talking about
the real Santa Claus. His real name is Saint Nicholas.
St. Nicholas lived in the 4th century in a town called
Myra in what today is the country
of Turkey. We don't really know
very much about St. Nicholas.
We're not even sure exactly what
he looked like. He probably had a
long grey beard. We know he didn't wear a silly red and white suit.
His clothes probably looked
something like the vestments that
your pastor wears on Sunday
morning in the Liturgy.
You see, St. Nicholas was a pastor.
Actually, he was a bishop. A bishop is a pastor who's been put in
charge of all the other pastors in
his town. He makes sure that everyone is well cared for and that
the pastors are teaching people
true things about God from the
Bible. St. Nicholas was a very
good father and pastor. He especially took care of all the poor
widows and orphans in his city. If
they didn't have shoes, he'd bring
them shoes. If they didn't have a blanket to keep
them warm at night, he'd give them a blanket. If they
needed food, he'd bring them food. He was always
looking for people to help, especially children.
The real St. Nicholas didn't care much whether children were naughty or nice. He knew that children are
both naughty and nice at the same time. So are
adults. He also knew that Jesus died for everyone, the
naughty and the nice, and that both naughty and nice
people need Jesus. St. Nicholas wanted everyone to

know that. He didn't keep any kind of list that he
checked over twice, except maybe a list of all the people in his parish who needed help. He was careful
about making sure that people knew how much God
loved them by showing them his love. If you looked at
St. Nicholas and saw how much
he loved other people, you could
see the love of Jesus shining
through him.
You see, Virginia, St. Nicholas
loved Jesus very much. And he
knew that Jesus loved him. He
believed that Jesus was his best
friend in the whole world and his
Savior. St. Nicholas knew that because Jesus suffered and died for
him, he would live forever with
Jesus. He knew that Jesus became poor so that we might be
rich. That's why he was always
doing good things for poor people. He wanted to show them the
love of Jesus.
St. Nicholas worshiped Jesus
much the same way that we worship Him every Sunday. He
preached God's Word and celebrated the Lord's Supper with his
congregation. He preached sermons about Jesus, just
as your pastor does, Virginia. Sometimes the children
in St. Nicholas' church got a little restless and noisy,
but St. Nicholas didn't seem to mind. He was so happy that the children were there with their parents to
hear about Jesus that he just kept on preaching anyway. He told people how God sent His Son to be born
of the Virgin Mary, how he suffered for our sins under
Pontius Pilate, how he died on a cross and was buried
to save everyone from death and hell, how He rose
from the dead three days later and now reigns as our
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King, and how Jesus is going to appear very soon
to take us to live with Him forever. Many people
believed in God and worshiped Jesus because of
St.Nicholas' preaching. That made St. Nicholas
happy.

Continued from Page 6
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No Santa Claus? Of course, there's a Santa Claus!
I don't know if he sees you when you're sleeping
and knows if you're awake. But I do know that St.
Nicholas is with us whenever we are together in
church, along with all the saints who believe in
Jesus. Thank God, St. Nicholas lives! St. Nicholas
St. Nicholas wasn't always jolly and happy. When lives forever, because he was baptized and bepeople didn't believe in Jesus or made fun of him, lieved in Jesus Christ, who was born and died and
St. Nicholas became very sad. Sometimes he even rose and reigns for all of us.
cried because some people in his city thought
that Jesus was just make-believe and so they nev-William M. Cwirla
er came to church. When people said bad things
about Jesus, St. Nicholas would get very angry.
One time, a man named Arius told some very bad
lies about Jesus. Arius said that Jesus wasn't really
Upcoming Events
God. That made St. Nicholas so upset he almost
got into a fist fight with Arius. You see, St. Nicholas loved Jesus so much, he couldn't stand to lisNew Year's Eve
ten to such awful things.
Join us on New Year's Eve for a Divine Service at
7:00 PM, followed by a junk food potluck, board
Some good bishops got together with St. Nicho- games, and a more! Please bring your own drink,
las and wrote what we call the Nicene Creed. We
snacks, board games, and drinks to share with
say the Nicene Creed together in church every
everyone, as we bring in the new year.
Sunday. Just think, Virginia, when you say the
Creed, St. Nicholas is saying it with you! It makes
him very happy to hear little children say the
Creed by heart. St. Nicholas is always jolly and
Ice Skating
happy when children love Jesus and confess Him.
Looking for a family event during the Christmas
The real St. Nicholas doesn't bring presents to break? On Sunday, December 30th at 3:00 PM,
boys and girls at Christmas time. He doesn't slide St. Paul's, St. Mark's, and Our Savior's have redown chimneys. Most houses don't even have served an ice rink at the Maysa Arena. Cost is
chimneys. And he doesn't fly around the sky in a $5.00 for skating and skate rentals! Bring the
sleigh pulled by reindeer. Those are silly stories whole family out for an afternoon of fun with the
that some people made up. Actually, your Mom church and our sister churches from Minot.
and Dad give you presents at Christmas time.
They do that because they love you, and they
want to teach you to give good things to other
people, especially poor people, just like good old
St. Nicholas did. Most of all, St. Nicholas wants
you to remember God's Gift of His Son Jesus. He
wants you to love Jesus with all your heart, and to
know for certain that Jesus loves you with all His
heart.
So, of course, my dear Virginia, by all means believe in Santa Claus. How could you not believe in
St. Nicholas? Why, you might as well not believe
in angels and archangels, or Mary and Joseph, or
shepherds and wise men, or the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Or for that
matter, you might as well not believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!
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Sunday School Happenings

LYF

Pre-school is doing a review of the first 11
stories and have begun working on their part
in this year’s Christmas service.

-LYF monthly meeting is set for 11-25 at
noon.

Kindergarten thru 5th grade have studied the
account of “The Passover”, “Crossing the Red
Sea”, and “God Provides Manna, Water, and
Quail”
Confirmation has started to study the patriarchs, Abram thru Jacob
3rd thru Confirmation have had 3 practices for
their Childrens’ Christmas Service.
There will be no practice November 25th, and
will resume December 2nd Pre-school – Confirmation. Lunch will be provided after 2nd service. We will provide lunch for the remaining
practices. December 2nd we plan on running
until the 2pm timeframe since we are bringing
in the younger children we want to make sure
everyone is comfortable. Dec 9th tentative after 2nd service to 2pm.
Children's’ Christmas Service will be December
16th at 4PM with a potluck to follow.

-LYF Cookie Bake Day is 12-1 starting at
9am at the church. LYF will also be helping
with Christmas church decorating that day.
Parents are encouraged to come and help
with the church decorating.
-LYF Cookie Bake Sale is 12-2. Youth will be
selling cookies between services and after
2nd service. There is a pre-order form in
the fellowship hall and those forms will be
taken until 11-30. LYF Cookies are $6/
dozen or 50 cents/cookie. Funds going towards Higher Things trip.

-LYF Babysitting will be held 12-2 and 12-9
from 12pm-4pm at the church. $5/child per
hour. Meal and snack provided (depending
on when your child is there). A form will
need to be filled out if you child is not a
current St. Paul's Sunday School student. 34 adults will also be in attendance with a
limit to 50 children. Funds going towards
Higher Things trip.
Advent Meals will be served from 6pm-7pm
on 12-5, 12-12, & 12-19. LYF are selling
punch cards for $21 for all 3 meals, or you
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
"Serve the Lord with gladness." Psalm 100:2

Children’s Christmas Program & Potluck on December 16th.
SETUP - WG 6: Linda Ringsaker
SERVE - WG 7: Doris Bertsch
CLEAN UP - WG 1: JoAnn Bishop
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Lutheran’s Layman’s League (LLL)
Christmas Party Potluck
Friday, December 14th @ 6:30pm
Join us for a festive time and fellowship with friends and family.
We will be singing Christmas hymns and filling Christmas sacks
for the Children's Christmas Service.
The LYF will be joining us.

Everyone is invited to attend

DECEMBER 2018 SCHEDULES
If anyone serves me,

he must follow me;

and where I am,

there will my servant be also.
John 12:26

ACOLYTES

The word “acolyte” comes from the
Greek word akolouqew which means
to “follow, accompany, or be a disciple”.

2nd
8:00 AM - Jason Weyer, II
10:30 AM - Jacob Lokken
9th
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson
10:30 AM - Holden Haney
16th
8:00 AM - Kiya Plesuk
10:30 AM - Payten Reing
23rd
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho
30th
8:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho

GREETERS

USHERS
2nd
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen
9th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner
16th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop
23rd
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken
30th
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen

2nd
8:00 AM - Peggy Roberts & Bree Pierson
10:30 AM Adrian & Colleen Fitchner
9th
8:00 AM - Les & Diane Pierson
10:30 AM - Ray & Priscilla Schwarz
16th
8:00 AM - Gene Rupp & Becky Richards
10:30 AM - Tim & Melissa Sutton
23rd
8:00 AM - Mike & Kathy Coughlin
10:30 AM - Cedric & Megan Halvorson
30th
8:00 AM - Dave & Sandy Llewellyn
10:30 AM - Scott & Meredith Pfennig

ELDERS
2nd
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk
10:30 AM - Mark Schaefer
9th
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken
16th
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk

6th
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen
13th
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson
10:30 AM - Joseph Shappell
20th
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson
10:30 AM - Jacob Lokken
27th
8:00 AM - Kiya Plesuk
10:30 AM - Holden Haney

10:30 AM - Joe Hudson
23rd
8:00 AM - Roger Pelzer
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz
30th
8:00 AM - Kim Filipek
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

December 2018 Newsletter

11

