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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 
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T Jesus Receives Sinners T 

“This man receives sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2). The Pharisees’ 
statement of judgment against Jesus is in fact a proclamation of Gospel truth. 
For our God is one who delights in mercy, who casts all our sins into the depths 
of the sea through the cross (Micah 7:18–20). “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). Those who refuse to be counted as sinners also 
refuse Jesus who came only for sinners. Those like the older son (Luke 15:11–
32), who think they are righteous of themselves, will not join in the heavenly 
celebration over the sinner who repents and so remain outside of the Father’s 
house. Let us therefore be on guard against self–righteously trusting in our own 
merits. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at 
the proper time He may exalt you” (1 Peter 5:6). Rejoice that Jesus receives 
sinners like us and that He still sits at table with us in the Holy Supper, 
bestowing His forgiveness and life. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Old Testament Reading: Micah 7:18–20 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and 

passing over transgression for the remnant of his 

inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, 

because he delights in steadfast love. He will again 

have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities 

under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths 

of the sea. You will show faithfulness to Jacob and 

steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn to our 

fathers from the days of old. 

 

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus 

our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing 

me to his service, though formerly I was a 

blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But 

I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 

me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 

received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 

patience as an example to those who were to 

believe in him for eternal life. To the King of ages, 

immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1–10 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 

drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees 

and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 

receives sinners and eats with them.” So he told 

them this parable: “What man of you, having a 

hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 

not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and 

go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And 

when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 

rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls 

together his friends and his neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 

that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more 

joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. “Or what woman, having ten silver 

coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp 

and sweep the house and seek diligently until she 

finds it? And when she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 

had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
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Third Sunday after Trinity 

June 24 & June 28, Year of Our T Lord 2020 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit  (Sing to the Tune of C)                                                                                     

C Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 

 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 

 

Consider my affliction and my | trouble, 

 and forgive | all my sins. 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul. 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

 

You are the God of my sal- | vation; 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 

 

My eyes are ever | toward the Lord, 

 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 

 

Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me! 

 Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you. 

 

(Sing Gloria Patri  p.186) 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

P Lord of heaven and earth, consider our afflictions and troubles, and 

forgive all our sins. To You, we lift up our souls. In You, we trust; let us 

never be put to shame. Seek us when we stray, work in us repentance, 

and by the voice of Your Son, our Good Shepherd, bring us back into 

the fold. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Defend Your Holy Church throughout the world. Keep her safe from 

all harm and danger. Defend those who suffer for Your name’s sake, 

and give them boldness to confess the faith no matter the 

consequences. Even as we love life and strive to preserve it, do not let 

us love this life above the eternal life won for us in Christ Jesus. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Bless our country as we prepare to celebrate Independence Day, 

that we would cherish the freedoms we have and always stand ready 

to defend them. Give wisdom to all those who have been placed in 

authority over us, that as they strive to preserve life and livelihood in 

our land, they would do it with an eye toward sustaining the freedoms 

enjoyed in our nation, especially our religious liberty. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Support and defend all who face trials and tribulations of any kind; 

those in any want or need; those who are burdened with animosity in 

the home and community; those who are suffering from illness, 

loneliness, depression, anxiety, unemployment or any other affliction, 

especially… Give strength and endurance in the midst of all difficulty 

and, if it be Your will, grant restoration and relief. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of Invocation #611 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 
 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria in Excelsis p.186 
 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 190 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day   #609 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering 

Prayers Bulletin 

Sacrament 
 (Midweek Divine Service) 

Preface p.194 

Distribution   #618, #623, #628 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Departing Hymn #818 
 

(Sunday Divine Service) 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 

Concluding Collect 

Benediction P. 202 

Departing Hymn #915 

 

 


