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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
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T The Holy Spirit Gives Peace T 

Following the flood, Noah’s descendants failed to spread out and fill the earth 

as God had spoken. Rather, they exalted themselves; with “one language and 

the same words” (Gen. 11:1) they spoke proudly and arrogantly. The Lord 

humbled them by confusing “the language of all the earth,” dividing and 

dispersing the people (Gen. 11:9). That dispersal was reversed on Pentecost 

Day (the fiftieth day of Easter), when God caused the one Gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ to be preached in a multitude of languages. “At this sound the 

multitude came together” (Acts 2:6), for the preaching of Christ is the primary 

work of the Holy Spirit, whereby He gathers people from all nations into one 

Church. The Holy Spirit teaches and brings to our remembrance the words of 

Jesus, which are the words of the Father who sent Him. These words bestow 

forgiveness and peace to those who keep and hold on to them in love for Jesus. 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give 

to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John 

14:27). 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 11:1–9 
Now the whole earth had one language and the same 

words. And as people migrated from the east, they found a 

plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said 

to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 

mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city 

and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of 

the whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city 

and the tower, which the children of man had built. And the 

Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all 

one language, and this is only the beginning of what they 

will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 

impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there 

confuse their language, so that they may not understand 

one another’s speech.” So the Lord dispersed them from 

there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building 

the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there 

the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from 

there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
 

Epistle: Acts 2:1–21 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in 

one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound 

like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire 

native language? Parthians appeared to them and rested on 

each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 

Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at 

this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in 

his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, 

saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 

how is it that we hear, each of us in his own and Medes and 

Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the  

mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up 

his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 

dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear 

to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you 

suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this 

is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “‘And in 

the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out 

my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male 

servants and female servants in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show 

wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth 

below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall 

be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the 

day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 

Holy Gospel: John 14:23–31 
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my 

word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 

him and make our home with him. Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words. And the word that you 

hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. “These 

things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But 

the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 

do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 

let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going 

away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would 

have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 

Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it 

takes place, so that when it does take place you may 

believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler 

of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, but I do 

as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may 

know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.” 
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The Day of Pentecost 

May 27 & May 31, Year of Our T Lord 2020 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT (Midweek Divine Service): Communion 
is offered today for those who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as 
their Savior, (3) believe that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His 
true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend 
their sinful ways with the help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy 
Communion is a fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: 
therefore, we ask that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
the American Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada 
please speak with the Pastor before communing. 

 

Introit  

C The Spirit of the Lord fills the world. Alle- | luia. 

 The righteous | shall be glad. 

They shall exult be- | fore God; 

 they shall be jubilant with joy! Alle- | luia. 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered; 

 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 

Sing to God, sing praises | to his name; 

 exult be- | fore him! 

The Lord | gives the word; 

 behold, he sends out his voice, his | mighty voice. 

Awesome is God from his sanctu- | ary; 

the God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and 

strength to his | people. 

 (Sing Gloria Patri  p.186) 

 

Prayers of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

P For all baptized believers, that they would be given ears to hear and an 

eagerness to learn all that the Holy Spirit teaches them about their Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the salvation they have through Him, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For spiritual renewal in our congregation, district, Synod and the whole 

Church on earth, that by God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

would long to keep Christ’s Word, dwell in His peace, sing God’s praises 

and love our neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who serve in Christ’s Church, that all pastors may faithfully 

preach Law and Gospel, all missionaries be fruitful in their labors, and all 

church workers be faithful in their service, so that all who call on the name 

of the Lord may be saved, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For peace among the nations, for those who rule over us, for those who 

protect and defend us, and for liberty, that the peoples of our world 

would be blessed to live in health, peace and quietness, unhindered by 

threats of violence, oppression or fear, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For an end to the pandemic, for those afflicted in body or spirit, and 

especially for those who have requested our prayers, including …, that 

their hearts would neither be troubled nor afraid, for nothing can separate 

them from the love God has for them in Christ, who has overcome the 

ruler of this world and secured for them eternal peace in His Kingdom, 

which has no end, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, let 

us give thanks to the Lord; that we would follow them, as they followed 

Christ, and be found faithful by those who come after us, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Through our Lord, Jesus Christ, all glory, honor and worship is Yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, both now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation #496 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 
 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria in Excelsis p.186 
 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 190 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Apostles’ Creed p.192 

Hymn of the Day   #500 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering 

Prayers Bulletin 

Sacrament 
 (Midweek Divine Service) 

Preface p.194 

Distribution   #618, #623, #628 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Departing Hymn #659 
 

(Sunday Divine Service) 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 

Concluding Collect 

Benediction P. 202 

Departing Hymn #659 

 

 


