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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION (PALM SUNDAY) 
 Old Testament Reading: Zechariah 9:9–12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to 

you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and 

mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I 

will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse 

from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and 

he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from 

sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As 

for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with 

you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I 

declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 2:5–11 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 

not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:20-43 

Now among those who went up to worship at the feast 

were some Greeks. So these came to Philip, who was 

from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 

hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If 

anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the 

Father will honor him. “Now is my soul troubled. And 

what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for 

this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the 

Father will honor him. “Now is my soul troubled. And 

what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But 

for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, 

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 

that stood there and heard it said that it had 

thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 

Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 

not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will 

the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he 

was going to die. So the crowd answered him, “We 

have heard from the Law that the Christ remains 

forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must 

be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said 

to them, “The light is among you for a little while 

longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 

overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness 

does not know where he is going. While you have the 

light, believe in the light, that you may become sons 

of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he 

departed and hid himself from them. Though he had 

done so many signs before them, they still did not 

believe in him, so that the word spoken by the 

prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has 

believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?” Therefore they could 

not believe. For again Isaiah said, “He has blinded 

their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with 

their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, 

and I would heal them.” Isaiah said these things 

because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 

Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in 

him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess 

it, so that they would not be put out of the 

synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes from 

man more than the glory that comes from God. 
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T The Cross and Passion of Our Lord 

 Are the Hour of His Glory T 
“Behold, your King is coming to you…humble and mounted on a donkey” 
(Zech. 9:9–12; Mt. 21:1–9). Our Lord rides in this humble fashion because 
He is entering Jerusalem to humble Himself even to the point of death on a 
cross (Phil. 2:5–11). His kingly crown will not be made of gold but of thorns, 
the sign of sin’s curse. For His royal reign is displayed in bearing this curse 
for His people, saving us from our enemies by sacrificing His own life. The 
sinless One takes the place of the sinner so that the sinner can be freed and 
bear the name “Barabbas,” “son of the Father” (Matthew 26 and 27). It is 
at the name of this exalted Savior, Jesus, that we bow in humble faith. With 
the centurion who declared, “Truly this was the Son of God!” (Mt. 27:54), 
we are also given to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father (Phil. 2:11). 
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Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) 

April 05, Year of Our T Lord 2020 

 

Procession of Palms 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C Amen 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

C Hosanna to the Son of David.   
 

Collect 

P Let us pray.  

Pastor prays collect.  

C Amen 
 

Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

Pastor reads the Holy Gospel  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  

Processional Hymn:  443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  

After the opening hymn, the procession concludes with the following: 
 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

C Hosanna in the highest.   

Brief moment of silence. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
P Let us pray for the Church, that the Lord would defend her against 

all her enemies and keep her true to Jesus Christ by the power of Your 

Word and Spirit: 
 

P Gracious Lord, keep Your scattered Church in Your mercy, that she 

may endure the assaults of the evil one and remain faithful for the sake 

of those numbered within Your Kingdom and those who have not yet 

heard the Gospel and been brought to faith; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for the government, for all in authority over us, and for 

our own lives as citizens and neighbors: 
 

O mighty Lord, You have established the kingdom of the left and hold 

accountable all those who govern in this and every place. Guide our 

president; the members of Congress; the governor of this state; and all 

who make, administer and judge our laws, that they would serve nobly 

and wisely, pursuing the path of justice and protecting the citizens 

entrusted to them. Give them the wisdom and strength needed to 

bring our world out of crisis and back to stability; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for an end to violence and terror, for those imprisoned, 

for the troubled in mind, and for those who suffer any afflictions of the 

body: 
 

Merciful Lord, Your grace is sufficient for all our needs, and You have 

promised to be the strength of the weary, the hope of those who fear, 

the healing of the ill, the fullness of those disabled, and the peace of all 

who are distressed. Hear us on behalf of our nation and the world 

suffering pandemic and isolation. We pray especially for… and all whom 

we name in our hearts, that they may be well supplied by Your grace in 

every time of trouble; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for those not yet of the Kingdom, that God would make 

us bold to speak the faith to them and that hearing, they might believe: 

 

Everlasting Father, it is Your will that all should be saved and come to 

the knowledge of Your Son by faith. Give to Your Word success and 

deliver from error all those who live in darkness and fear, that they may 

walk in the light of the Lord Jesus and have confidence for the trials of 

this world and hope for the world to come; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Procession of Palms 
 

 

Greeting  Bulletin 

Collect 

Holy Gospel Bulletin 

Procession Hymn  #443 

Absolution Omitted Due to Palm Procession 
 

Word 
 

Introit Omitted Due to Palm Procession 

Kyrie Omitted Due to Palm Procession 

Gloria Patri           Omitted Due to Lent 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia                 Omitted Due to Lent 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day #442 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering 

Prayers Bulletin 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 

Concluding Collect 

Benediction P. 202 

Departing Hymn #441 

 

 

 

 

 
 


