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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY 
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1–14 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
“This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It 
shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 
every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ 
houses, a lamb for a household. And if the household is too 
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what 
each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep 
it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs 
at twilight. “Then they shall take some of the blood and put 
it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat it. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the 
fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 
head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let none 
of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until 
the morning you shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: 
with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the 
LORD’s Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a 
sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. “This day 
shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a 
feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute 
forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Whoever, 
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in  
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T Let Us Love One Another,  

as Christ Jesus Has Loved Us T 
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). By eating His body and 
drinking His blood, we proclaim to all the world that Jesus is, indeed, our 
Passover Lamb (Ex. 12:1–14), who was sacrificed for us on Calvary. In 
Christ, the Lord remembers us in mercy and remembers our sin no more; He 
forgives us all our iniquity. With such love, he “loved His own who were in 
the world,” and even loves us “to the end” (John 13:1). As He washes us 
and feeds us in love, let us love one another, just as He has loved us (John 
13:34). 

 

an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body 
and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For 
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body 
eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many 
of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we 
judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But 
when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so 
that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 13:1–15 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 

that his hour had come to depart out of this world to 

the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 

had come from God and was going back to God, rose 

from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 

taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 

around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, 

“What I am doing you do not understand now, but 

afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You 

shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do 

not wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 

said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 

and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has 

bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 

completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one 

of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; that was 

why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” When he had 

washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 

resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand 

what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, 

and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 

one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that 

you also should do just as I have done to you.” 
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  HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY 

April 9, Year of Our T Lord 2020 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those who: 

(1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe that with 

the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the help of 

the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a fellowship meal with 

those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask that those NOT of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American Association of Lutheran 

Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak with the Pastor before 

communing. 
 

Service of Corporate Confession & Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P During this Lenten season...accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 

P Having heard the Word of God…to grant us forgiveness. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 

and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but 

God’s? 

C Yes. 

P Let it be done for you as you believe…in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Now may the God of peace Himself…Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray…now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 
  
 

Prayers of the Church 

P On this holy night in which our Lord gathered His disciples in the 

Upper Room, we come to You, O Lord, in His name with the concerns of 

our hearts for ourselves and all people. 
 

P Grant to us zeal for Your house, O Lord, and love for the things of 

Your Kingdom. Preserve those who are unable to gather together as 

they wish, and grant them their desire quickly. Give Your Church 

harmony and peace to confess Your Word with one voice before the 

world. Cover us with the blood of Christ, and grant us Your Spirit, that 

we may walk in Your ways and do the good You desire. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Deliver us, O Lord, from every temptation, and lead us to know and 

do what is holy and right according to Your Word and commands. Bless 

those preparing for Baptism and those being catechized into the faith, 

that they would be steadfast in faith in Christ, our Lord. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P In the midst of plagues and enemies that threaten and a world filled 

with conflict and terror, give us wise leaders, O Lord, that we may be 

preserved from harm. Guide those who make and administer our laws 

to act in timely and prudent ways, and give to all judges knowledge to 

render justice with mercy. Bless all military, emergency and medical 

workers who defend and help us here and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Have mercy, Lord, spare Your people and turn this pandemic away! 

Preserve the sick, comfort the fearful and grant to the dying Your 

peace. Hear us on behalf of all those who have asked us to pray , 

especially… Give us healing in accordance with Your will, strength to 

bear up under the burdens of this mortal life, and comfort and hope in 

this and every trial. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

 

P You know, O Lord, what we need, and You have promised never to 

abandon us. Help us to endure in faith and, with a joyful countenance, 

receive the blessings of Your grace and the answers to our prayers; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation  Omitted 

Invocation 

Confessional Address    Bulletin 

Confession/Absolution  Bulletin  
 

Word 
Introit Omitted 

Gloria Patri  Omitted 

Kyrie Omitted  

Gloria in Excelsis Omitted 
 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia                          Omitted  

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Apostles’ Creed p.192 

Hymn of the Day #617 

Sermon 

Offertory Omitted 

Offering Omitted 

Prayers Bulletin 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 
 

Concluding Collect 

Benediction  Omitted 

Stripping of the Altar   Psalm 22 

 
 

 

 
 

 


