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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1–14 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your 

son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 

the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose 

early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 

his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the 

wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the 

place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 

come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the 

burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 

hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 

together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” 

And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 

and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 

together. When they came to the place of which God had 

told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in 

order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 

top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and 

took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the 

LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know 

that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes 

and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 

thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram 

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 

Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will 

provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD 

it shall be provided.” 
 

Epistle: Hebrews 9:11–15 
When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 

that have come, then through the greater and more perfect 

tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 

 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who 

 

he entered once for all into the holy places, not by 

means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of 

his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For 

if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of 

goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies 

for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God. Therefore he is 

the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 

called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, 

since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 8:46–59 
“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, 

why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears 

the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them 

is that you are not of God.” The Jews answered him, “Are 

we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have 

a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but 

I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not 

seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is 

the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my 

word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him, 

“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, 

as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater than 

our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! 

Who do you make yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, 

“If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father 

who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But 

you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say 

that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I 

do know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham 

rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 

glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty 

years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to 

them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 

am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus 

hid himself and went out of the temple. 
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T Jesus Is Our Redemption T 

In the temple Jesus said, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death” 
(John 8:51). For Jesus came to taste death for us—to drink the cup of suffering 
to the dregs in order that we might be released from its power. Clinging to His 
life-giving words, we are delivered from death’s sting and its eternal judgment. 
Christ is our High Priest, who entered the Most Holy Place and with His own 
blood obtained everlasting redemption for His people (Heb. 9:11–15). He is the 
One who was before Abraham was, and yet is his descendant. He is the 
promised Son who carries the wood up the mountain for the sacrifice, who is 
bound and laid upon the altar of the cross. He is the ram who is offered in our 
place, who is willingly caught in the thicket of our sin, and who wears the crown 
of thorns upon His head (Gen. 22:1–14). Though Jesus is dishonored by the 
sons of the devil, He is vindicated by the Father through the cross.  
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, Year of Our T Lord 2020 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit (Sing to Tune C)                                                                                       

C Vindicate me, | O God,* 

    and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!*  

    For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 

    let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 

Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding 

joy,* 

    and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in 

turmoil with- | in me?*  

    Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and     

my God. 

Vindicate me, | O God,* 

    and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

    For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

 

(Sing Gloria Patri as printed on p. 186) 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

P For all the baptized, that we would be led by the light and truth of 

God’s Word to see, with Father Abraham, the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when He went uncomplaining forth to the cross to suffer and die 

in our place and make atonement for all our sins, let us pray to the 

Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the men who have been called and ordained to serve Christ’s 

Church in His stead and by His command, that they would be protected 

from sickness, blessed with faithfulness and fortified with courage as 

they carry out all their duties in the midst of this pandemic, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of family, let us give thanks to the Lord; that the Lord 

would bless all families, protect them from harm and evil, give them 

hearts of love for one another, and provide for all their needs, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all those who have been placed in authority over us, that they 

would be protected and granted God’s wisdom to serve with integrity 

and honor as they promote the common welfare of all, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For our fellow Christians and our whole world in isolation and in 

illness, together with all who suffer in body and soul, especially those 

who have requested our prayers, including…, that they would be 

blessed with patience and strength, and that they would receive 

healing and restoration in accordance with the Lord’s will, let us pray to 

the Lord 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 

Hymn of Invocation  #610 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 

 
 

Word 
 

Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie p.186 

Omit: ‘Gloria In Excelsis’ Due to Lent 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Omit: ‘Alleluia’ Due to Lent 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day #430 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering 

Prayers Bulletin 

Lord’s Prayer p. 196 

Concluding Collect 

Benediction P. 202 

 

 

 

 
 

 


