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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

THE FIFTHTEENTH WEEK AFTER TRINITY 
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T Anxious Bondage vs. Confident Trust T 
“You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24–34), for they require two 

contrary forms of service. Worry is the worship given to the false god of 

mammon, an unbelieving anxiousness and focus on the things of this world. 

Faith is the worship of the true God, a confident trust that He is a loving Father 

who will care for all of our needs in both body and soul. The widow of 

Zarephath served God— that is, she believed the word of the Lord spoken by 

Elijah that the bin of flour would not be used up nor would the jar of oil run dry 

(1 Kings 17:8–16). He who feeds the birds and clothes the flowers will certainly 

provide for our daily needs. For He has already provided for our eternal needs, 

clothing us with Christ’s righteousness in Baptism and feeding us His body and 

blood for our forgiveness. With such confidence we are liberated from worry 

and freed to do good with our material resources, especially to those who are of 

the household of faith (Gal. 5:25–6:10). 

 

Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 17:8–16 

Then the word of the Lord came to him, “Arise, go to 

Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. 

Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came 

to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there 

gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me 

a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” And as she was 

going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a 

morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord 

your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 

flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 

gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare 

it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” And 

Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have 

said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to 

me, and afterward make something for yourself and your 

son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel, ‘The jar of 

flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be 

empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the 

earth.’” And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and 

he and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour 

was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, 

according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

Epistle: Galatians 5:25—6:10 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us 

not become conceited, provoking one another, envying 

one another. Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 

transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in 

a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you 

too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is 

something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But 

let each one test his own work, and then his reason to 

boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor.  

For each will have to bear his own load. One who is 

taught the word must share all good things with the one 

who teaches. Do not be deceived: God is not mocked,  

 
 

for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the 

one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 

corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 

from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow 

weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 

we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 

who are of the household of faith. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:24–34 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 

and money. “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 

about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is 

not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they? And which of you by being anxious can add a 

single hour to his span of life? And why are you 

anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 

even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 

of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 

faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall 

we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for 

the day is its own trouble.” 
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The Fifteenth Week after Trinity 
September 20, Year of Our T Lord 2020 

 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit  (Sing to the Tune of C)                                                                                     

C Incline your ear, O Lord, and | answer me, 

save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God. 

 

Be gracious to me, | O Lord, 

for to you do I cry | all the day. 

 

Gladden the soul of your | servant, 

 for to you, O Lord, do I lift | up my soul. 

 

Give ear, O Lord, | to my prayer; 

listen to my | plea for grace. 

 

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious; 

turn to me and be gra- | cious to me; 

 

give your strength to your | servant, 

and save the son of your maid- | servant. 

 

(Sing Gloria Patri  p.186) 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P Heavenly Father, be gracious to us, Your baptized children, for 

temptations and anxieties surround us. Gladden our souls with the 

good news of Your Son’s perfect life and sacrificial death for our 

salvation. Strengthen us in the faith, and fill us with Your Spirit, that 

we might trust in You for all things temporal and eternal. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, grant opportunities for honest and faithful labor 

to all, especially to the unemployed, and give us all contentment 

and joy as we carry out our daily tasks. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, grant wisdom to the president, the Congress 

and the Supreme Court of the United States; to the leaders of our 

states and localities; and to the rulers of the world, that they would 

seek peace, promote life and protect the weakest among us. Guard 

and protect those who serve in our armed forces and emergency 

services, that they may serve with integrity and return home safely. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, give ear to our prayers for the sick, the 

suffering, the lonely, the shut-in, the depressed, the dying and all 

those in any need, especially…. Be merciful and gracious to them, 

and strengthen them in their trials. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation #750 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 

 
 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria in Excelsis p.186 
 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 190 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day   #760 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Confirmation Rite (2nd 
Service) #272 

Prayers Bulletin 

 

Sacrament 
Communion Announcement 

Preface p.194 

Distribution             #634, #621, 

 #623, #633 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Benediction 

Departing Hymn #809 
 

 

 

 


