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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

 ASH WEDNESDAY 

Old Testament: Joel 2:12–19 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with 
all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments. ”Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who 
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave 
a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 
offering for the Lord your God? Blow the trumpet in 
Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
and the bride her chamber. Between the vestibule 
and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make 
not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the 
nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” Then the Lord became jealous 
for his land and had pity on his people. The Lord 
answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am 
sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be 
satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach 
among the nations.” 
 

Epistle: Revelation 2:1-7 

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The 

words of him who holds the seven stars in his right 

hand, who walks among the seven golden 

lampstands. “‘I know your works, your toil and your 

patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with 

those who are evil, but have tested those who call 

themselves apostles and are not, and found them to 

be false. I know you are enduring patiently and 

bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not  

grown weary. But I have this against you, that you 

have abandoned the love you had at first. 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 

repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I 

will come to you and remove your lampstand 

from its place, unless you repent. Yet this you 

have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, 

which I also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one 

who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 

which is in the paradise of God.’ 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:16–21 

[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look 

gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces that their fasting may be seen by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 

their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head 

and wash your face, that your fasting may not be 

seen by others but by your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. “Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also” 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Ash Wednesday 

February 17 Year of Our T Lord 2021 

 
COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 

 

Introit (TO TUNE E)   

C You have mercy on all, |O Lord, 

 and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent. 

 You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God.                                                                                                                                                                          

Be merciful to me, O God, be merci- | ful to me, 

 for in you my soul takes | refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take | refuge, 

 till the storms of destruction | pass by. 

I cry out to | God Most High, 

 to God who fulfills his pur- | pose for me. 

He will send from heaven and | save me. 

 God will send out his steadfast love and his | 

faithfulness! 

 

 Sing Gloria Patri as printed in the LSB p.186 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray: 
 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, 

but rather that we would turn from our evil ways and live. Turn us 

again, O God of our salvation, and let Your anger cease from us. 

Spare us from every evil to body and soul. 
 

Look graciously on Your Church, and preserve the Gospel among 

us. Renew us in this penitential season to strive against the 

desires of the flesh, to grow in the joy of Your salvation, and to 

look in love and service toward our neighbors, especially those of 

the household of faith. 
 

Look graciously on our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, 

and those who protect us and work for the common good. Drive 

away all disease and fear from us. Grant peace, we pray, O Lord. 
 

Behold in mercy all who are sick, who suffer and who rejoice; and 

be with all expectant mothers, all whose labor is dangerous, the 

unemployed, those near death and those who mourn. Give 

comfort to us, who are dust and must return to dust, that a 

broken and contrite heart You will not despise. 
 

We thank You, heavenly Father, that You have sent Your only 

begotten Son into our flesh to offer Himself as the atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of the world. Trusting in His mercy, bring us 

in repentance and faith to Your altar to eat His body and drink 

His blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You 

alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
Preparation 

Litany   Insert 

Invocation/Absolution   p.184 

 
 

Word 

Introit (Tune E) Bulletin 

Kyrie (No Gloria in Excelsis)  p.186 

Collect of the Day  

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

(No Alleluia) 
Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day #616 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering 

Prayers Bulletin 

 
 

Sacrament 

Communion Announcement 
 

Preface p.194 

Distribution               #606, #609, 

#610, #611 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Benediction p.202 

 

*Omitted due to Lent 


