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T Jesus Came for Gentiles, Too T 
The Gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first and also for the Gentile (Rom. 1:8–17). Even in the Old 
Testament, the Gentiles were beneficiaries of God’s saving power. Though 
unimpressed at first with the Word of God, a Syrian commander is persuaded to 
receive that Word, and in the water he is cleansed and brought to faith in the 
God of Israel (2 Kings 5:1–15a). Evil is overcome by good (Rom 12:16–21). So 
also in the New Testament, a Roman centurion demonstrates great and humble 
faith in the Lord (Matt. 8:1–13). All he needs is the Word of Christ, for he trusts 
that Jesus’ Word of healing has authority to accomplish what it says. And 
indeed it does. The centurion’s faith is praised by our Lord above that of any 
Israelite. For the last shall be first, and the first last. Apart from faith in Christ, 
there is no salvation—not even for a Jew—but only weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 5:1–15a 
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a 
great man with his master and in high favor, because by him 
the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of 
valor, but he was a leper. Now the Syrians on one of their raids 
had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she 
worked in the service of Naaman's wife. She said to her 
mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in 
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So Naaman went 
in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land 
of Israel.” And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a 
letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, taking with him ten 
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes 
of clothing. And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have 
sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his 
leprosy.” And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his 
clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only 
consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” But 
when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had 
torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you 
torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know 
that there is a prophet in Israel.” So Naaman came with his 
horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. 
And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in 
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and 
you shall be clean.” But Naaman was angry and went away, 
saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to 
me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, 
and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So 
he turned and went away in a rage. But his servants came near 
and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has 
spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, 
‘Wash, and be clean’?” So he went down and dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of 
God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean. Then he returned to the man of God, he and 
all his company, and he came and stood before him.  
 

Epistle: Romans 1:8–17 
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. For God is my 
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son,  

 

that without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, 
asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last 
succeed in coming to you. For I long to see you, that I 
may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by 
each other's faith, both yours and mine. I do not want 
you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended 
to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in 
order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles. I am under obligation 
both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you 
also who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 8:1–13 
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds 
followed him. And behold, a leper came to him and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me 
clean.” And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said to him, “See that 
you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the 
priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 
proof to them.” When he had entered Capernaum, a 
centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, “Lord, 
my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 
And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the 
centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof, but only say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. For I too am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and 
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus 
heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed 
him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found 
such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west 
and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom 
will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And to the 
centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you 
have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very 
moment. 
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

January 23, Year of Our T Lord 2022 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit  (Sing to Tune F) 

C The heavens proclaim his | righteousness, 

and all the peoples see his | glory. 
 

For you, O Lord, are most high over | all the earth;  

you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

 

The Lord reigns, let the | earth rejoice; 

let the many coast- | lands be glad! 
 

O you who love the Lord, hate | evil! 

He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from 

the hand of the | wicked.  

 

Light is sown for the | righteous, 

and joy for the up- | right in heart. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you | righteous, 

  and give thanks to his | holy name! 
 

(Sing Gloria Patri as printed on p. 186) 

 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 
(Please fill out Attendance Book) 

Hymn of Invocation  #571 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 
 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria in Excelsis     p.186 

Collect of the Day  

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 190 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed (1st
 Service) p.191 

Holy Baptism (2nd 
Service)   p.268 

Hymn of the Day     #559 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Prayers Bulletin 

Sacrament 
Communion Announcement 

Preface p.194 

Distribution             #628, #636, 

#630, #629, #619 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Benediction 

Departing Hymn      #528 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 

 

P We thank You, dear Father, for the gift of Holy Baptism, by which 

You heal the corruption of our sinful nature and save us by Christ’s 

power. By Your great Word and name, plain water becomes a life-

giving stream. Do not let us forget our Baptism, nor withhold it 

from our children, but treasure it as Christ’s trustworthy promise, 

thus arising daily to newborn life, cleansed by Your grace. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord, if You will, You can make us clean and heal every disease. 

You have stretched out Your hand in Christ Jesus to give eternal 

salvation; be pleased also to stretch out Your hand to relieve those 

in need, especially…. 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, do not throw us into the outer 

darkness of weeping and gnashing of teeth. Strengthen and 

preserve our faith in Christ Jesus, our only Mediator, by whom we 

also are welcomed to recline at table with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob as true Israelites. When our last hour comes, welcome us as 

brothers and sisters of Christ, baptized into His name, and 

therefore as sons of Your kingdom by grace; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 


