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T Jesus Does Battle in Our Place T 
In the Garden, man exalts himself to be a god in place of God (Gen. 3:1–21). He 
succumbs to the temptation of the devil, and eating of the forbidden fruit, he 
receives death. But in the sin-cursed wilderness, God humbles Himself to 
become man in place of man (Mt. 4:1–11). He does not eat but fasts and bears 
the onslaughts of the devil for us that we may be restored to life. Jesus stands as 
David in our place to do battle against the Goliath, Satan (1 Samuel 17:40–51). 
Though outwardly Jesus appears weak, yet He comes in the name of the Lord of 
hosts. He draws from the five smooth stones of the books of Moses and slings the 
Word of God. The stone sinks into the forehead, and the enemy falls. In Christ 
we are victorious over the devil. Let us therefore not receive the grace of God in 
vain (2 Cor. 6:1–10), but seeing that we have a great High Priest, let us come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain help in time of need (Heb 
4:14–16). 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 17:40–51 

Then [David] took his staff in his hand and chose five 

smooth stones from the brook and put them in his 

shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he 

approached the Philistine. And the Philistine moved 

forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer 

in front of him. And when the Philistine looked and 

saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, 

ruddy and handsome in appearance. And the Philistine 

said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with 

sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 

The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will 

give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts 

of the field.” Then David said to the Philistine, “You 

come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a 

javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of 

hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 

defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 

and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I 

will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines 

this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of 

the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a 

God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that 

the Lord saves not with sword and spear. For the battle 

is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hand.” 

When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to 

meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to 

meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag 

and took out a stone and slung it and struck the 

Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his 

forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. So 

David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and 

with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. 

There was no sword in the hand of David. Then David 

ran and stood over the Philistine and took his sword 

and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off 

his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their 

champion was dead, they fled. 
 

 
 

 

Epistle: Hebrews 4:14–16 
Since then we have a great high priest who has 

passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with confidence draw 

near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1–11 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and 

James, and John his brother, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I 

will make three tents here, one for you and one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud over-

shadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard 

this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and 

have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, 

they saw no one but Jesus only. And as they were 

coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 

Man is raised from the dead.” 
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First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit  (Sing to Tune E) 

C When he calls to me, I will | answer him; 

I will rescue him and | honor him. 

 

With long life I will sat- | isfy him 

and show him my sal- | vation. 

 

He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High 

will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty. 

 

I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my | fortress, 

my God, in | whom I trust.” 

 

Because you have made the Lord your | dwelling place— 

the Most High, who is my | refuge— 

 

no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you, 

no plague come | near your tent. 

 

You will tread on the lion and the | adder; 

the young lion and the serpent you will trample | 

underfoot. 
 

(Sing Gloria Patri as printed on p. 186) 

 

Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 

Hymn of Invocation  #418 

Invocation/Absolution p.184 
 

 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie  p.186 

(Omit: ‘Gloria in Excelsis’ Due to Lent) 

Collect of the Day  

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

(Omit: ‘Alleluia’ Due to Lent) 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Nicene Creed p.191 

Hymn of the Day     #657 

Sermon 

Offertory p. 192 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Prayers Bulletin 
 

Sacrament 
Communion Announcement 

Preface p.194 

Distribution   #620, #637, #624 

                                #643, #622 

Nunc Dimittis p.199 

Benediction 

Departing Hymn      #424 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Almighty God, You led Your ancient people through the desert and 

brought them to the Promised Land. Guide the people of Your Church, 

that following our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, You disdain nothing that You have made. Create in us 

new and contrite hearts, that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, we would receive Your absolution with true penitence. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, because we are dust, stretch forth the right hand of 

Your majesty and defend us from those that rise up against Your Church. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, since we sojourn in the wilderness of this earth, look 

upon our desire for peace, and by Your mighty power defend us and our 

nation against all our enemies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, send Your holy angels to protect and keep us in Your 

ways, that no evil may befall us. Graciously behold the needy, the sick 

and the troubled especially. Satisfy us with long life, and show us Your 

salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, inasmuch as the adversary continually 

afflicts us and as a roaring lion walks about, seeking to devour us: We 

implore You for the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, to help us by the grace of the Holy Spirit and to strengthen our 

hearts by Your Word, that our enemy may not prevail over us, but that we 

may evermore abide in Your grace and be preserved unto everlasting life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 


