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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1–6 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, 

when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 

The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 

Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 

branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of 

righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You 

shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you 

shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under 

the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the 

Lord of hosts. “Remember the law of my servant Moses, 

the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at 

Horeb for all Israel. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 

prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 

comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 

children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 

come and strike the land with a decree of utter 

destruction.” 

 

Epistle: Romans 15:4–13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 

you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 

with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 

you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ 

became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

and sing to your name.” And again it is said, 

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of 

Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 

Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope. 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:25–36 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and 

stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 

because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 

people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what 

is coming on the world. For the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 

straighten up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.” And he told them a 

parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. As 

soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves 

and know that the summer is already near. So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know 

that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I say to you, 

this generation will not pass away until all has taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. “But watch yourselves lest your 

hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come 

upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon 

all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. But stay 

awake at all times, praying that you may have 

strength to escape all these things that are going to 

take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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T The Lord Comes on the Last Day T 

The day on which our Lord returns will be a “great and awesome day” (Mal. 

4:5). For He will come in a cloud with great power and glory. To the wicked 

and the proud, it will be a Day of judgment that will “set them ablaze” (Mal. 

4:1). The signs preceding this Day will bring them fear and fainting. But to those 

who believe, who fear the name of the Lord, this Day is one to look forward to 

and rejoice in: “. . . straighten up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Christ our Redeemer is coming; the 

Sun of Righteousness will bring healing in His wings. Let us, then, give attention 

to the words of the Lord, which do not pass away. Let us “through endurance 

and through the encouragement of the Scriptures” (Rom. 15:4) be strengthened 

in our hope by the Holy Spirit and watch diligently for Jesus’ coming. Then, by 

God’s grace, we shall escape all these things that will come to pass and stand 

before the Son of Man. 
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Second Sunday in Advent 

December 05, Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 

 

Introit  (Sing to the Tune of C)                                                                                     

C Say to the daughter of | Zion, 

 “Behold, your salv- | ation comes.” 

The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard, 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a 

flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine 

forth. 

Restore us, | O God; 

 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Turn again, O | God of hosts! 

 Look down from | heaven, and see. 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand, 

 the son of man whom you have made strong | for  

yourself! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Say to the daughter of | Zion, 

 “Behold, your salv- | ation comes.” 

The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard, 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P Eternal God, Your Word has been sent forth into the world to 

the joy and edification of Your holy people. Encourage, comfort 

and strengthen all who hear it. Grant faith to those who do not 

know You, both here and abroad, that all peoples may sing to 

Your name and extol Your goodness. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, fill all who hear Your Word with all joy and peace in 

believing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P O Lord, You know we often use the cares of this life as excuses 

for dissipation, drunkenness and other distractions from You and 

Your promises. Guard us from all temptations that would harm 

our faith and lead us to fear Your coming. Preserve us by Your 

grace, that we might wait with joy to stand before the Son of 

Man in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, to our prayers especially for…. 

Give healing, courage and perseverance to all who cry to You, 

that they may find comfort in Your enduring Word and the 

certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life with Christ. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

 
 

Preparation 
Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 
(Please fill out Attendance Book) 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation           #347 

Invocation/Absolution p.151 
 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie p.152 
 

(Hymn of Praise omitted for Advent) 

Collect of the Day p.156 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 156 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Lessons for Lambs (2nd
 Service)  #588 (v 1) 

Hymn of the Day #345 

Sermon 

Reception of New Member (1st
 Service) 

Apostles’ Creed (2nd
 Service) p.159 

Prayers Bulletin 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Offertory        #781 (v 1, 2) 

Sacrament 
Communion Announcement 

Preface p.160 

Distribution             #619, #629, 

#628, #630, #636     

Thank the Lord p.164 

Departing Hymn #917 
 

 

 


