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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1–14  
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out 

in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of 
the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among 

them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to 

me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 

these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will 
lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied 

as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 

sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 

had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from 

the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that 

they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 

their feet, an exceedingly great army. Then he said to me, 
“Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 

lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I 

will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that 

I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from 

your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within 

you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 

Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I 

will do it, declares the Lord.” 
 

Epistle: 1 John 5:4–10 
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 

world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—

our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is he who 
came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the  

water only but by the water and the blood. And the 

Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 

truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the 

water and the blood; and these three agree. If we 

receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has 

borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son 

of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not 
believed in the testimony that God has borne 

concerning his Son. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 20:19–31 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 

doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is 
withheld.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the 

Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 

to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place 

my hand into his side, I will never believe.” Eight days 

later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 

my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 

side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Now 

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name. 
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T The Wounds of Christ Give Us Life T 
“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John 

5:7). These three point to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples 

His hands side, from which blood and water flowed, saying “Peace be with 

you.” He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and which 

restore us to the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit” (John 20:23). His breath, His words are Spirit and life. They raise 

up our dry, dead bones and give us new and everlasting life (Ezek. 37:1–14). 

Christ now gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words to the 

penitent in His stead. Our Lord continues to come to His people, presenting His 

wounds to us in the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side 

at His table, to receive His risen body and blood in true faith, that believing we 

may have life in His name. 
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Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11 Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit (Sing to Tune C)                                                                                       

C Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,  

    long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 

Sing aloud to | God our strength;  

    shout for joy to the God of | Jacob! 

In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;  

    I answered you in the secret place of | thunder. 

I am the | Lord your God,  

    who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;  

    and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son  

and to the Holy | Spirit;  
 

as it was in the be- | ginning,  

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

 

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,  

    long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 

Prayers of the Church 

P Holy Father, You raised up Your Son from the dead, that He 

might bestow His Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins on us. 

Grant that we may live joyfully as those who in Holy Baptism have 

been crucified and raised up with Christ, that we also may testify 

boldly of Him, His forgiveness and His peace to all who will hear. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Gracious God, Your Son appeared to His disciples in His 

resurrected flesh and sent them out to proclaim repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins in His name. Continue to raise up faithful 

men to serve us in the Office of the Holy Ministry, and bless their 

work among Your people who, with St. Thomas, confess Jesus as 

Lord and God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful God, remember those who have wandered from the 

household of faith. Faithful to Your promises, work all things in 

their lives to remind them of their need for Your unending grace 

and steadfast love, that they might return to the faith and delight 

in Your Son, crucified and raised for them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, we praise Your Son’s resurrection from the dead and 

draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever 

stands for us as our own High Priest. Especially we pray for…. 

Graciously receive our prayers of intercession and hear them for 

His sake. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your 

indescribable grace and for the sake of Your Son You have given 

us the Holy Gospel and instituted the Holy Sacraments, that 

through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word, 

and through the Holy Sacraments establish our faith day by day, 

until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

 

 
Preparation 

Pastor’s Welcome 

Announcements 

Hymn of Invocation (1st
 Service)   #597 

Reception for New Members (2nd Service)  

Invocation/Absolution p.151 
 

Word 

Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria in Excelsis    p.152 

Collect of the Day  

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 156 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Hymn of the Day #470 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed (1st
 Service) p.159 

Holy Baptism (2nd Service) p.268 

Prayers Bulletin 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Offertory     #781 (v 1, 2) 

 

Sacrament 
 

Communion Announcement 

Preface p.160 

Distribution    #480, #487, #660 

                       #602, #700, #917 

Thank the Lord p.164 

Departing Hymn #490 

 


