
TH  
T ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH T 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

120 South 9th Street  Oakes, ND  58474 

Rev. Jonathan Fisk 

Office: 701-742-2595  stjohnsoakes@gmail.com   

www.stjohnsoakes.org   

 Pastor’s cell: 630-768-2797   Revfisk@gmail.com    
 

T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 
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T The  Steward’s Shrewdness Sanctified T 

“The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness” (Luke 

16:1–9). The steward’s shrewdness is praiseworthy for two reasons. First, he 

knew the master would be merciful. He trusted that the master would honor the 

debts he forgave in the master’s name. In the same way, though we have 

squandered our heavenly Father’s possessions in selfishness and sin, Jesus is 

the Steward who has canceled our debt, knowing that His forgiveness will be 

honored by the Father because of the holy cross. Secondly, the steward was 

shrewd in using oil and wheat to provide for his earthly welfare. So also do 

these earthly elements aid us when pressed into heavenly use in the anointing of 

baptism and the wheat of the Lord’s Supper. Those who have the Sacraments 

will have an eternal home when their earthly home fails. These provide us aid in 

times of temptation (1 Cor. 10:6–13). For the Lord is our strength and a shield 

to all who trust in Him (2 Sam. 22:26–34). 

 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Old Testament Reading: 2 Samuel 22:26–34 

With the merciful you show yourself merciful; with 

the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 

with the purified you deal purely, and with the 

crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. You save 

a humble people, but your eyes are on the haughty 

to bring them down. For you are my lamp, O LORD, 

and my God lightens my darkness. For by you I can 

run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a 

wall. This God—his way is perfect; the word of the 

LORD proves true; he is a shield for all those who 

take refuge in him. “For who is God, but the LORD? 

And who is a rock, except our God? This God is my 

strong refuge and has made my way blameless. He 

made my feet like the feet of a deer and set me 

secure on the heights. 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:6–13 

Now these things took place as examples for us, that 

we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be 

idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The 

people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to 

play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 

some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in 

a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as 

some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 

nor grumble, as some of them did and were 

destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things 

happened to them as an example, but they were 

written down for our instruction, on whom the end 

of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who 

thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No 

temptation has overtaken you that is not common  

 

 
 

 

to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 

tempted beyond your ability, but with the 

temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 

that you may be able to endure it. 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 16:1–9 

“[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a 

rich man who had a manager, and charges were 

brought to him that this man was wasting his 

possessions. And he called him and said to him, 

‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 

account of your management, for you can no 

longer be manager.’ And the manager said to 

himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking 

the management away from me? I am not strong 

enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have 

decided what to do, so that when I am removed 

from management, people may receive me into 

their houses.’ So, summoning his master's debtors 

one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do 

you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said 

to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, 

‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ The master 

commended the dishonest manager for his 

shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more 

shrewd in dealing with their own generation than 

the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so 

that when it fails they may receive you into the 

eternal dwellings. 
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Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

Jul 28 & Aug 1, Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit  (Sing to the Tune of C)                                                                                     

C Behold, God is my | helper; 

the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 
 

He will return the evil to my | enemies; 

in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 
 

O God, save me, | by your name, 

and vindicate me | by your might. 
 

O God, | hear my prayer; 

give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men | seek my 

life; 

they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 

For he has delivered me from every | trouble, 

and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. | Amen. 
 

Behold, God is my | helper; 

the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 

He will return the evil to my | enemies; 

in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P As God is our good and gracious Master, let us offer up prayers 

for ourselves, for the Church, for the world at-large and for all 

people in need. 

 

P Merciful Father, You show mercy to us poor sinners. Lead us to 

acknowledge Your mercy with gratitude, that in turn we may be 

quick to show mercy to others. Give us a right understanding of our 

own weakness and frailty. Preserve us from pride, and lead us 

instead to cling to Christ and His forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Give us a right fear of You, O Lord, that we would not abandon 

Your truth. Give us a right love of You, O Lord, that we would 

fervently show mercy and thereby cover a multitude of sins. Give us 

a right trust of You, O Lord, that in repentance we would return to 

our Baptism daily, and in faith receive Christ’s body and blood in 

the Supper. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Uphold our nation and give us good government. Let those with 

authority not only be shrewd in their dealings, but also act with 

love, righteousness and devotion to the common good. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Hear our prayers for the sick and suffering including. Give them 

strength to endure their trials until You remove them. Lord, in Your 

mercy  

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 
 

 

Hymn of Invocation #809 

Invocation/Absolution p.151 
 

 

Word 
Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/This is the Feast p.152 
 

Collect of the Day p.156 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 156 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Hymn of the Day #730 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed p.159 

Prayers Bulletin 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Offertory     #781 (v 1, 2) 

 
Sacrament 

Communion Announcement 

Preface p.160 

Distribution   #624, #622, #643, 

#637, #620 

Thank the Lord p.164 

Departing Hymn #933 
 

 

 

 

 


