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T WHERE THE PREACHING IS ABOUT JESUS T 
The world is filled with endless words about all manner of things. 

Here at St. John’s you will always hear words about who Jesus is, 

what Jesus has done, and what Jesus is coming again to do. 

Trusting that Jesus’ own Words and Sacraments are his Holy Spirit’s 

means for drawing all men to himself, as a member of the Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod we strive to know what we believe, and 

to know why we believe it, so that we are always ready to give an 

answer for the hope that is within us.  
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.... 

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”    

1 Corinthians 2:2, 5 (ESV) 

 

The International Moment 

The LCMS continues to be overwhelmed by the opportunities we have 

worldwide. 
 

Make no mistake, the LCMS is the only biblically and confessionally faithful 

church body with global capacity. Suffice it to say, more and more church bodies 

are seeking us out as a partner who is faithful to the Scriptures and the 

catechism. We could conceivably see dozens of churches, with millions of 

members, join our International Lutheran Council in the upcoming decade. 
 

Recently, we were visited by representatives of an Anglican church in South 

Sudan. We were shocked when they told us that their leaders have been 

studying Luther’s Small Catechism. They had been studying our website and 

want to become Lutheran and join our worldwide fellowship.  A representative 

made a first visit to Sudan last spring, and it went extremely well. The plan is 

coming together for more catechisms and instruction for this church body with 

over 1 million members. 
 

Next week President Harrison will talk about the unity between national mission 

and international mission. 

 

QUINQUAGESIMA 
 Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 35:3–7 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 

knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be 

strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come 

and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall 

the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 

mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand 

shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the 

grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1–13 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have 

not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 

have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 

and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give 

away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, 

but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and 

kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 

or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 

ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 

away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but 

when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When 

I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 

reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up 

childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,  

 
 
 

even as I have been fully known. So now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 

is love. 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 18:31–43 

Taking the twelve, [Jesus] said to them, “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written 

about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 

accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the 

Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated 

and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill 

him, and on the third day he will rise.” But they 

understood none of these things. This saying was 

hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was 

said. As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was 

sitting by the roadside begging. And hearing a crowd 

going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, 

“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried out, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those 

who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be 

silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped and 

commanded him to be brought to him. And when he 

came near, he asked him, “What do you want me to 

do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 

And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith 

has made you well.” And immediately he recovered 

his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all 

the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
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T Faith Alone T 
The seeing are blind, while the one who is blind can see (Luke 18:31–43). Jesus 
tells the twelve that He is going up to Jerusalem to suffer and die and rise again, 
but they cannot understand or grasp what He is saying. The meaning of His 
words is hidden from their sight. However, as Jesus makes His way up to 
Jerusalem, a blind man calls out to Him for mercy. This blind man sees that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior, for he calls Him “Son of David.” Indeed, Jesus 
is the Lord’s anointed, the keeper of sheep (1 Sam. 16:1–13) who goes to lay 
down His life for the sheep. He is the incarnate love of the Father who suffers 
long and is kind, who is not puffed up, who never fails us (1 Cor. 13:1–13). 
Jesus opens the eyes of the blind (Is. 35:3–7) to see Him not according to 
outward appearances of lowliness, but according to His heart of mercy and 
compassion. Those who behold Him thus by faith follow Him to the cross 
through death into life. 
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Quinquagesima 

February 14 Year of Our T Lord 2021 
 

COMMUNION ANNOUNCEMENT: Communion is offered today for those 
who: (1) repent of their sins, (2) believe in Jesus as their Savior, (3) believe 
that with the bread and the wine Christ gives us His true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins, and (4) desire to amend their sinful ways with the 
help of the Holy  Spirit.  We also believe that Holy Communion is a 
fellowship meal with those of the same confession of faith: therefore, we ask 
that those NOT of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Association of Lutheran Churches, or Lutheran Church Canada please speak 
with the Pastor before communing. 
 

Introit (Sing to Tune C) 

C Be a rock of ref- | uge for me, 

a strong fortress to | save me! 

For you are my rock and my fortress; 

and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to 

shame; 

in your righteousness de- | liver me! 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit; 

you have redeemed me, O Lord, | faithful God. 

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am | in distress; 

my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body |  also. 

Make your face shine on your | servant; 

save me in your | steadfast love! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son  

and to the Holy | Spirit;  
 

as it was in the be- | ginning,  

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me, 

a strong fortress to | save me! 

For you are my rock and my fortress; 

and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Prayers of the Church 
P O Lord, our God, You have opened the eyes of the blind to see and 

the ears of the deaf to hear. As we prepare to enter the season of Lent, 

open our eyes and ears anew, through the preaching of Your Law and 

Gospel, to see and hear Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve Your Church and her ministers. Give to all pastors 

courage to embrace gladly the crosses of their office, that following 

their example all Christians may also bear the reproach of the world, 

the attacks of Satan and the temptations of the flesh in the 

confidence of Christ’s redemption. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve the family and all godly Christian homes. Give parents 

diligence and persistence in their duties to teach the faith in word and 

example. Keep all children in the promise You made to them in their 

Baptism. Let the patience, kindness and endurance of Christian love 

have no end among us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve the state and its servants. To all whom You have given 

authority, bestow also the wisdom needed to use it dutifully for the 

benefit of those under authority. Turn us from every evil in judgment, 

law or action, and renew in us and our fellow citizens discernment and 

selflessness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Preserve us and all who call to You in any need especially….  Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, what You foretold through the holy 

prophets has been fulfilled and accomplished in the suffering, death 

and resurrection of Your Son. You have set forth His Passion and 

resurrection as the firm foundation and content for our faith. Have 

mercy on us, and open our eyes to be fixed on the Son of David at all 

times. Give us courage to follow Him through all adversity and every 

assault of the devil to view His Passion with repentant hearts and with 

delight, for by it You have redeemed us from all sin and evil. Comfort us 

with the certainty of Christ’s resurrection, by which we, too, have the 

confidence of eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

 

 
 
 

Preparation 
 

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements 

Hymn of Invocation  #685 

Invocation/Absolution p.151 
 
 

Word 

Introit Bulletin 

Kyrie/Gloria In Excelsis     p.152 

Collect of the Day Bulletin 

Old Testament Reverse 

Epistle Reverse 

Alleluia P. 156 

Holy Gospel Reverse 

Hymn of the Day #849 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed (1st
 Service) p.159 

Reception for New Member (2nd Service)  

Prayers Bulletin 

Offering (In back of the Sanctuary) 

Offertory     #781 (v 1, 2) 
 
 

Sacrament 
 

Communion Announcement 

Preface p.160 

Distribution              #619, #629 

                       #628, #617, #636 

Thank the Lord p.164 

Departing Hymn #744 

 

 


