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Teaching 
Or 

Learning



How is the 
Church Doing?

A Search Institute Study 
found that only 11 percent 
of churchgoing teenagers 

have a well-developed faith.  
The figure rises to only 32 
percent for churchgoing 

adults, and to 39 percent for 
Christian education 

teachers.



How is the 
Church Doing?

Only 20-25 percent of 
today’s students can learn 
effectively from traditional 

methods of teaching, yet we 
continue to use these 
traditional methods.
In a Group Publishing 

national survey of 5th and 
6th graders, 54% couldn’t 

recall one thing they learned 
in their church class that 

same week.



Problem:

Three root problems in 
Christian Education:

-We assume knowledge 
and understanding where 

none exists
-We’ve bought into the 

“more is better” approach 
of teaching

-We fail to tell our people 
what’s most important



Problem:

Exposure does not equal 
learning.  And exposure certainly 

does not equal retention.
Jesus never rushed his learners.  
He never attempted to pump in 
more than could be consumed.  

Many view a Bible study and 
Bible knowledge as spiritual 

measuring sticks.  They judge a 
person’s faith on the number of 
chapters consumed per week or 

the number of verses 
memorized.



Solutions:

If our people first 
understand God’s Word, 
they’re far more likely to 

remember his Word.
Over and over again, studies 

demonstrated that we 
memorize best when we 

analyze what  we are 
learning, find patterns in it, 
and relate it to knowledge 
we already have.  In other 

words, when we think about 
it.



Solution:
Jesus’ Learning Techniques

-Jesus used objects and story 
subjects that were familiar to his 

learners.

-Starting with the learner’s 
context emphasizes learning, not 

teaching.

-Allow Learners to discover truth 
by asking questions.

-Take advantage of teachable 
moments.

-Provide Learners opportunities 
to practice what they’ve learned.



Understanding 
Law and Gospel



Identify the Following Statements and Words as Either Law=L or Gospel=G 
_____ Done
_____ There is no one righteous, not even one.
_____ Have To
_____ Dirty
_____ God Provides.
_____ By your own works you are broken.
_____ Your sins have separated you from God.
_____ Must
_____ We have been made right with God through Faith.
_____ It is Accomplished.
_____ Be Perfect as your heavenly Father is Perfect.
_____ Death has been swallowed up in Victory through our Lord.
_____ Do
_____ All your good works are like filthy rages.
_____ A New Creation in Jesus
_____ Get To
_____ Missed the Target
_____ Gift
_____ Earn
_____ Cleansed



Summary of Law and Gospel

Law: Tells us what to do, but does not enable us to comply with its commands
Gospel: Offers and gives us faith.  It plants love into the heart and makes 
him/her capable of all good works

Law: uncovers man’s sin and offers no help to get out of them.
Gospel: Takes all terror, all fear, all anguish, from him/her and fills them with 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Law: produces remorse. It brings forth the terrors of hell, death, and wrath of 
God. It eventually drives them to desperation.
Gospel: Does not require anything good that mankind must do: not a good 
heart, not a good character, no improvement of his/her condition, and no 
godliness.  It issues no orders, but it changes man.

Law: Says “Do”
Gospel: Says “Done”



Scripture 
Examples of Law 

and Gospel:



Ten Commandments
1) You shall have no other gods before 

me.
2) You shall not misuse the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

3) Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy.

4) Honor your father and mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the 

Lord your God is giving you.
5) You shall not murder.

6) You shall not commit adultery.
7) You shall not steal.

8) You shall not give false testimony 
against your neighbor.

9) You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house.

10) You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.





Distinguishing 
Law and Gospel



What happens if 
you teach all Law 
and no Gospel?



All Law no 
Gospel:  

Legalism, works 
righteousness, 
desperation, 

hopelessness, 
performance, 
expectations, 

bondage



What happens if 
you teach all 

Gospel and no 
Law?



All Gospel no 
Law:

Lawlessness, 
apathy, self-
assurance, 

ingratitude, etc…



Law and Gospel 
Scenarios:



While in church one Sunday 
you approach a group of 

friends and hear them 
raking a church member 

over the coals (i.e. 
gossiping).  One of your 

friends looks to you and asks 
you how you are doing and 

what your thoughts are.  
What do your friends need, 

a Law Word or a Gospel 
Word?  What kind of Law 

Word or Gospel Word?  
What would you say to your 

friends?



A close friend who is well 
respected in the church and 

community was just arrested and 
put into jail for a DUI. She recently 

was released and placed 
underneath a social worker’s 

supervision.  She just called you 
and asked you to come over to her 
house to talk.  After getting to her 
house you begin to talk to her and 
she breaks down in a pool of tears.  
Crying, “will my family ever forgive 
me… will God ever forgive me…  I 
was so stupid!  Is there any hope 
for me?”  What does your friend 

need, a Law Word or a Gospel 
Word?  What kind of Law Word or 

Gospel Word?  What would you 
say to your friend?



Your friend confesses to you 
that he has been struggling 
with gambling over the last 
month.  He has lost $42,000 
of his  families’ pension plan 

to online poker.  He seems 
pretty confident that he can 
recover his costs through a  

bonus poker round this 
weekend.  He asks you what 
you think about it…  What 

does your friend need, a Law 
Word or a Gospel Word?  

What kind of Law Word or 
Gospel Word?  What would 

you say to your friend?



Your friend confesses to you 
that he has been struggling 
with gambling over the last 
month.  He has lost $42,000 
of his families’ pension plan 

to online poker.  He is 
overwhelmed, in tears and 

wondering if God can forgive 
him for his stupidity.  He asks 
you what you think about it…  
What does your friend need, 

a Law Word or a Gospel 
Word?  What kind of Law 

Word or Gospel Word?  What 
would you say to your friend?



Beware of Pitfalls when 

Teaching

-Giving Law when Gospel 

is needed

-Giving Gospel when Law 

is needed

-Pointing to Jesus rather 

than Giving Jesus

-Attaching Strings and 

Conditions to the Gospel

-Misusing the Law for

Morality rather than 

Conviction



Composing a Law-
Gospel Bible 

Study

Sticky Note Study



Let’s Examine 
Mark 10:17-27



Mark 10:17-27

Anonymous Sunday School Teaching on 
Mark 10:17:27

The young man in this account went away sorrowful. 
Why was he sorry? Because Jesus had told him to get 

rid of the one thing he loved more than God. The 
man was a righteous man. He obeyed God's law. He 

wanted eternal life. But he was surprised at the cost -
his possessions. 

The disciples were also surprised. They, like many 
people at the time, thought wealth was a sign of 

approval from God. That the richer a person was, the 
better, more powerful, more righteous he was. That's 
why they asked, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus 

knew that rich men are tempted to love and trust 
their wealth more than God. He looked in to this 
man's heart and saw that the only thing this man 

loved more than God was his possessions. He would 
have to learn to love others and not wealth before he 

could please God.

What is wrong with this teaching?

Where does it point the student?

According to this statement, how can a person 
please God?



Taking a Fresh Look at Mark 10:17-27

Look at the man’s question in verse 17, “what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?”  Is this a law question or gospel 

question?

How does Jesus answer the man’s question?  With a Law 
answer or Gospel Answer?  

Can a person be saved by the  law?  

Pastor Richard’s Comments:
Jesus is not telling the man to go and sell everything to 

the poor so that the man might please God but he is 
laying his finger on the chief sin in the man’s heart, the 

love of earthly possession.  Jesus is attempting to expose 
the man’s self-righteousness by exposing that he does 

not keep all the commandments.  In other words, Jesus is 
answering a Law question with Law answer so that the 

man might understand that he is a sinner.  
By teaching this passage to someone that they must give 
everything up in order to please God is to pour more law 

on the person and encourage them into work’s 
righteousness.  Rather, the intent is to help people 

understand that we ‘can never give up enough to please 
God.’  Once this reality hits and conviction happens in the 
heart, we can proceed with the Gospel that Jesus died for 

sinners who don’t meet up to the demands of the law.



Preparing a
Sticky Note
Bible Study:



Take 4 Sticky Notes:

Label Them:
1) Historic Law
2) Contemporary Law
3) Historic Grace
4) Contemporary Grace



Historic Law:
What Law Points 

are being made in 
this passage?



Contemporary 
Law:

How does the 
historic law speak 
to our audience 

today?



Historic Gospel:
What Gospel 

Points are being 
made in this 

passage?



Contemporary 
Gospel:

How does the 
historic gospel 
speak to our 

audience today?



Questions and/or 
Comments:


