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PASTOR’S NOTE 

 

Baptized Saints 

I really enjoy an old quote by Martin Luther. He once said,  

 

"I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And 

then, while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my Philip [Melanchthon] and 

my Amsdorf [Nicholaus von], the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that 

never a prince or emperor did such damage to it. I did nothing. The Word did it 

all."  

 

What does Luther mean though?  

What Luther was saying is that the Reformation was not due to any profound 

abilities on behalf of the reformers, but that the power of the Reformation to 

challenge the 16th Century Papacy was solely in the Word.  

 

What does this mean for St. Paul's though?  

Here at St. Paul's we do want to strive to be professional, friendly, and offer 

good programs such as Sunday School, Confirmation, and LWML. We want to 

have reverent and welcoming Divine Services. However, we need to keep in 

mind that these programs and ministries are only as good as that which is 

taught and proclaimed from them. In other words, our blessed church does 

not hang on the strength of programs and ministry functions and potlucks 

(as good as our food is!), but rather, our programs, ministry functions, and 

services hang upon the Word of God. It is about the Lord's Word and       
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Sacraments. Indeed, the power of the church is not found in her programs, her architecture, or her 

personality, but rather, it is in the Word that goes forth.  

 

So, as we look forward to our new school year this late summer and fall, we can rejoice that the 

Word and Sacraments will continue to go forth from St. Paul's: in the Book of Romans Study on Sun-

day Mornings, in the Book of Mark at the Men's Bible Study; in the Growing in Christ Sunday School 

Lessons for our Children, in the Small Catechism for Confirmation, in the book of Proverbs for our 

Women's Study, and many Christ-centered Sermons on Sundays!  

 

Blessed Baptized Saints, come and receive the Lord's Word and Sacraments, for the Word of the Lord 

endures forever!  

 
 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 

St. Paul’s - Did You Know? 
Hey St. Paul’s, did you know that we have 

a way to donate online?  

Yes  we sure do!  Check out the Online 

Giving page on our website at 

www.anchoredminot.com 

Click on the Online Giving tab to create a profile. 
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8/1 Mel Hoover  8/16 Trude Skalicky 

8/2 Lois Schmeichel  8/18 Mark Bonnie 

8/2 Janice Smith  8/18 Alden Pederson 

8/3 Colleen Cooper  8/19 Jennifer Larsen 

8/4 Wallace Aannerud  8/19 ReAnna Reing 

8/5 Jordan Drovdal  8/19 David Schultz 

8/6 Shelby Huston  8/20 Katrina Belcher 

8/6 JayDe Satcho  8/20 Andrew Smith 

8/7 Jerry Delzer  8/20 Ayla Braaten 

8/7 Winona Detlaff  8/21 Joe Hudson 

8/9 Edana Kitzmann  8/22 Sally Ellingson 

8/10 Kayla Green  8/22 Cedric Halvorson 

8/12 Betty Graham  8/23 Oliver Schaefer 

8/12 Beverly Zaback  8/24 Judy Wilkerson 

8/13 Elisa Broberg  8/24 Lisa Klein 

8/13 Dezzirae Sutton  8/25 Wendee Llewellyn 

8/14 Annabelle Miller  8/27 Geraldine Strandberg 

8/14 Diane Pierson  8/27 Gene Rupp 

8/15 Breeanna Huffman  8/27 Ashlyn Steig 

8/16 Elizabeth Larsen  8/30 Arnold Detlaff 
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9/1 Julia Smith  9/16 Jason Shappell 

9/1 Kaitlyn Karhan  9/16 Peggy Hilson 

9/2 Kay Miller  9/17 Chelsea Storbeck 

9/2 Brooke Satcho 9/17 Joy Bossert 

9/3 Amy Lilly  9/18 Reagan Plesuk 

9/4 Ellis Haake  9/19 Mike Coughlin 

9/4 Jerrod Peterson  9/20 Chadd Gillmore 

9/4 Daren Fenner  9/21 Landen Satcho 

9/5 Jay Kruger  9/24 Christina Larsen 

9/5 Kathy Grubb  9/26 Carol Tribitt 

9/7 Kylee Pape  9/26 Donald Prey 

9/7 Roberta Klabo  9/27 Samuel Beaudoin 

9/8 Carl Rundberg  9/27 Lucille Schieve 

9/9 Abby Miller  9/27 Elsie Scott 

9/9 Henry Schaefer  9/29 Noah Hudson 

9/11 Betty Oothoudt  9/29 Tristian Hudson 

9/12 Steven Reing  9/30 LaVaun Mackey 

9/15 Martha Lang  9/30 Meredith Pfennig 

9/15 Nathan Gabor  9/30 Gary Zietz 
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THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 

DOES NOT ALLOW FOR 

HOBBY HORSES.  

Every year I seem to bump into a family 
friend.  Let’s call him, Dan.  Since Dan knows 
that I am a pastor, the conversation often 
shifts to the church.  After I share about the 
parish I serve, I return the favor and ask Dan 
about his church. With excitement, he most 
recently shared with me, “We are thrilled that 
our pastor is preaching through the Book of 
Revelation.  It is so exciting!  People are really 
enjoying it.”  What I find interesting is that it 
seems as if Dan’s pastor has been teaching in-
cessantly through Revelation for the last ten 
years.  Unless I am getting senile or experienc-
ing weird déjà vu, it seems as if this is the 
3rd or 4th time that Dan’s pastor has gone 
through a year-long sermon series on Revela-
tion.  
 
Now, is there anything wrong with preaching 
through the Book of Revelation?  Yes and 
no.  It is never wrong to preach God’s Word; 
however, the problem arises when pastors fo-
cus on hobby horses to the exclusion of every-
thing else in the Bible.  Hobby horses can in-
advertently cause a church to be reductionist. 
 
Why do we love the historic lectionary?  The 
historic lectionary prevents the pastor from 
preaching all the time on hobby horses; the 
lectionary prompts the pastor to give the 
church a balanced diet from all of the Scrip-
tures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 

GIVES A BALANCED      

THEOLOGICAL DIET  

The screen was blank except for a flashing cur-
sor.  Pastor Banner scratched his head and 
sighed.  He had 52 Sundays, plus an additional 
12 services for major Christian festivals, that 
he was hoping to plan out.  Out of the 31,102 
verses in the Bible, what verses should he in-
clude in these 50-60 church services?  What 
verses are the most important?  And how 
could Pastor Banner ensure that he was not 
subconsciously going the way of his hobby 
horses or perhaps missing out on essential as-

1 
8 REASONS WHY WE LOVE THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 

lec·tion·ar·y: noun, portions of the Old Testament, Epistles, and Gospels ap-
pointed to be read at church services throughout the church calendar year.   

Photo Credit 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobby_horse_(toy)#/media/File:Steckenpferd_1542.jpg  
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Dating back hundreds of years, the historic 
church has had its own calendar.  The church 
calendar has seasons and appointed scriptures 
from the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and 
Gospels.[1]  And with the different seasons 
and selected scripture passages, comes differ-
ent Biblical narratives.  Narratives such as the 
creation of the world, the redemption of Isra-
el, the birth of Jesus, the life of Jesus, the 
death of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, the 
beginning of the church, the second coming, 
and so forth.  Themes also appear, such as 
judgment, grace, forgiveness, suffering, joy, 
persecution, death, life, hope, etc.   The point 
being, the historic lectionary presents to the 
church approximately 250 portions of scrip-
ture from the whole Bible - the Old Testa-
ment, the Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels.  It is 
there to help pastors – like Pastor Banner – to 
know what to preach during the 50-60 church 
services each year.  
 
Why do we love the historic lectionary?  The 
historic lectionary gives the church a balanced 
theological diet from the whole Bible (over 
one year) resulting in the church receiving the 
whole counsel of God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 

DOES NOT SHY AWAY 

FROM CHALLENGING 

SCRIPTURE.  

First Lutheran Church loves to hear positive 
and uplifting sermons.  And their pastor,    
Pastor Thompson? Well, he likes to be liked by 

his parishioners.  As a result, it is easy for   
Pastor Thompson to tell First Lutheran what 
they want to hear with only uplifting-easy-to-
hear Bible verses.  And likewise, it is easy for 
First Lutheran to encourage Pastor Thompson 
to tickle their ears with Bible verses that avoid 
politically incorrect  subjects. 

 
The historic lectionary, though, does not bend 
to the wishes of Pastor Thompson or First Lu-
theran Church. In fact, since the approximate 
250 portions of Scripture have been assigned 
to certain days within the church calendar, the 
historic lectionary is not easily manipulated by 
what is and what is not politically correct in 
culture. In fact, the lectionary contains many 
difficult Scripture passages that a pastor and 
church may want to bypass.    
 
Why do we love the historic lectionary?  The 
historic lectionary directs the pastor to tackle 
difficult Scripture passages and preach to un-
comfortable and forbidden taboos.  

 
 

THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 

PREVENTS LAME SERMON 

SERIES.  

Pastor Joe feels a tremendous pressure to come 

up with something ‘new’ and ‘current’ for each 

Sunday that will captivate his flock.  Furthermore, 

when Pastor Joe develops so-called ‘relevant’ ser-

mon series, he not only has to build his sermon 

series from scratch but he also worries if the se-

ries is as hip as the other sermon series at the 

neighboring mega-church.  As a result, Pastor Joe 

invests countless hours in creating, fretting, com-

paring, and marketing his sermon series in his 

church and on social media, when in reality, most  

3 

4 
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onlookers see his sermon series as lame.           
Yes, lame.  While the sermon series does not 
seem lame to Pastor Joe or his church at pre-
sent, five to ten years down the road, they will 
blush when they look back. What is culturally 
relevant today will be embarrassingly lame to-
morrow, for culture fads change but God’s 

Word is timeless.   
 
 

THE HISTORIC LECTIONARY 
PREVENTS THE CULTURE 
FROM SETTING 
THE AGENDA.   

 
Pastor Jim is an enthusiast for 
politics, social ethics, and so-
cial justice issues. Further-
more, he is an avid watcher of 
a nightly news show where 
lively debates occur over  
politics and culture. As a  
result, the vast majority of 
Pastor Jim’s study time, con-
versations, and sermons seem 
to be reacting to the most  
recent weekly news. While  
Pastor Jim is very theologically astute, he lets 
the culture set the agenda for his local church. 
That is to say; he is reactive to culture by  
allowing the culture to define what he talks 
about in his sermons, rather than being  
proactive from the Word. Pastor Jim is failing 
to realize that the church is not captive to the 
culture but speaks into and in spite of the  
culture. Furthermore, by being reactive, his 
church is not receiving a balanced theological 
diet from the Word and is more often than 
not, receiving Pastor Jim’s political and  
cultural hobby horses. 
 
Why do we love the historic lectionary?  
The historic lectionary helps the church and 
pastors to be proactive from the Word and 

not primarily reactive to the culture. The his-
toric lectionary sets the agenda rather than 
allowing the culture to set the agenda for the 

church. 
 

THE HISTORIC             
LECTIONARY SHOWS   
HOW ALL OF THE BIBLE   

    IS UNITED.   

 
When I was a child, I used to think that the 
Old Testament was full of Law and that the 
New Testament contained only Gospel.  As a 
whole, the Bible worked, but not in parts. The 
lectionary helps correct this severe error.  That 
is to say; the lectionary shows how Jesus – as 
the eternal word and author of the whole    
Bible – speaks Law and Gospel from both the 
Old and New Testament.  For example, when 
the Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel 

lessons are read on a Sunday 
church service, a clear theme and 
coherent message are presented 
to the congregation from all four 
readings.  The congregation will 
hear about Law, Gospel, mercy, 
judgment, suffering, hope, and 
so forth, from both the Old and 
the New Testament.    
 
Why do we love the                   
historic lectionary?  The lection-
ary shows how all of the Bible is 
united, having the same author 
from Genesis to Revelation.   
 

 

THE HISTORIC             
LECTIONARY ALLOWS 
PASTORS TO BUILD OFF  

    OF THE PAST.    

I’ve been told by my musical friends that some 
of the most excellent musicians in the history 
of the world were those who built off of previ-
ous great musicians.  The key word is 
‘built.’  Yes, they built off of greatness that 
came before them.   
  

The same thing happens with the historic lec-
tionary.  Since the historic lectionary has been 
used by pastors and theologians for hundreds  
 

5 

6 

7 

Continue onto the Next Page  



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   August - September 2019 Newsletter         8 

of years, a pastor can read sermons from peo-
ple such as the sixteenth-century Reformer,  
Martin Luther, or the great Swedish theologi-
an, Bo Giertz, or the early American Lutheran, 
C.F.W. Walther.  That is to say; the pastor not 
only can build off of previous pastors and  
theologians who have come before him, but 
the pastor can also build off of his previous 
sermons and studies on the lectionary      
Scripture passages.   
 
Why do we love the historic lectionary?  The 
historic lectionary allows pastors to build off 
of great theologians and pastors of previous 
generations.   

 
 

WITH THE HISTORIC     
LECTIONARY, LESS IS  
MORE.  
  

According to David Kinnaman in his book, You 
Lost Me, younger Christians in their 20s used 
to have regular church attendance like those 
in their 60s.  However, since the 1960s, young-
er Christians began to show drastic disengage-
ment from the church, and that trend has con-
tinued to this day.  As a result, church attend-
ance among parishioners is much more spo-
radic than it is consistent.[2]   
 
As a result, churches are faced with the reality 
that less is more.  In other words, with con-
sistent attendance in church services and Bible 
studies, a pastor and church can cover a lot of 
Biblical content and build on previous con-
tent.  However, when attendance is sporadic 
at best, the church will need to zero in on 
what is most essential and then make sure to 
repeat it over and over.  This is where the his-
toric lectionary is so valuable.  Since the his-
toric lectionary has approximately 250 por-
tions of scripture and since these portions of 
scripture are repeated year after year after 
year, the historic lectionary ensures that even 
those who have less than stellar church at-
tendance are still receiving a balanced theo-
logical diet.  That is to say; if a person miss-
es Trinity Sunday and All Saints Day in the 
year 2019, they will not hear Isaiah 6:1-7 and 1 
John 3:1-3. However, if they make it to Trinity 
Sunday in 2020 and All Saints Day in 2021, 
they will hear both Isaiah 6:1-7 and 1 John 
3:1-3.   
 

Why do we love the historic lectionary?  While 
encouraging more regular attendance among 
parishioners is always needed, the historic lec-
tionary repeated year after year will not only 
reinforce the core teachings of the Christian 
faith to regular church attendees but will de-
liver that core message to those with less con-
sistent attendance. Less is more.      
 

Why do we love the historic lectionary?  
 
The historic lectionary is not the only way, but 
it is the best way.  

 

8 

Photo Credit 
https://www.maritimefirstnewspaper.com/2018/02/01 

[1] The appointed scripture passages for a particular church 

service in the church calendar is what is called the             

lectionary.  

[2] David Kinnaman, You Lost Me: Why Young Christians are 

Leaving Church… and Rethinking Faith (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker Books, 2011), 45-46.  
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Summer’s coming to an end and soon we must send our children back to school. As 
we shop for back-to-school clothes, check off our list of supplies, and prepare our 
children, let us not forget to add prayers to our list.  Here are some prayers for each 
day of week.  

back to school 

the prayer-list 
Everything you need for school. Pencils not included. 

Monday 
Heavenly Father, bless my child/children as they 
begin a new year of school.  Thank you for claiming 
them in baptism and marking them as your own.  
I pray that you protect and keep them throughout 
their school days.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.  
 

Tuesday 
Heavenly Father, preserve my child/children today 
and for many years to come.  Thank you for forgiv-
ing my child/children through the blood of Christ 
Jesus.  Always provide for me as a parent that I may 
faithfully serve my child/children for your glory.  In 
the name of Jesus.  Amen.   

 

Wednesday 
Heavenly Father, please provide good and faithful 
friends for my child/children that they may receive 
the joy of friendship.  Protect my child/children in all 
relationships that all of the students would be kept 
from slander, malice, and contempt.  May your 
grace, O Lord, be upon my child that they would 
love their fellow students.   
In the name of Jesus.   Amen.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 
Heavenly Father, please strengthen the faith of my 
child/children through your Word and Spirit.  May 
they be convicted of sin through your Word of Law 
and comforted in the forgiveness of sins in your  
precious Gospel.  May my child/children be sensitive 
to their fellow students, and may they always have 
open ears to Word.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.     

 

Friday 
Heavenly Father, please give my child/children 
discerning ears.  May they always be captive not to 
the empty philosophies of mankind but always  
captive to your Word.  I pray that you give them  
discernment and confidence - not in themselves - 
but in you!   In the name of Jesus.  Amen.    

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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New Wednesday Service at St. Paul's! 
 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 18th, at 5:30 PM, St. Paul's will be adding an  

additional Midweek Service. The new service is called, “Evening Prayer” (LSB 243)   

 

As a part of the confirmation class curriculum, the confirmation students will be sponsoring 

this new service. That is to say; the confirmation students will be preparing the sanctuary, 

running the sound system, ushering, and lighting candles. Not only will this give the stu-

dents exposure to how a church service is conducted from 'behind-the-scenes" but it will be 

a way for them to bless the greater church. 

 

Parents are encouraged to come early - at 5:30 PM - to attend Evening Prayer with 

their youth, and the rest of the congregation is encouraged to also participate in this 

new church service as well. Each Evening Prayer Service will last approximately 20 minutes 

and the short sermon will cover the Small Catechism. It is a great opportunity to brush up 

on the Catechism! Since it is a rather short service (20 minutes), it is perfect for those get-

ting off of work to swing by and receive from the Word of God before going home before 
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Sunday School & Confirmation  

Mystery Dinner 

with a  

Tour  
 

Wednesday, September 4
th

 

~6:00pm~ 
 

Parent Meeting with Pastor following Dinner. 

Classes will be held on Wednesday afternoons  

from 4:15pm to 5:45pm  
 

This year’s Confirmation will begin on  
 

~ Wednesday, September 11
th 

@ 4:15pm ~ 

 

 and will tentatively end the Wednesday before Confirmation 

Sunday, which is on May 3th of 2020.  
 

Confirmation is for youth going into  

6th Grade to 8th Grade 
*(Tours are for new registrants) 
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Choir Practice is starting again on 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 

 

Every Wednesday at 7pm 

 
Please contact Jennifer Larsen  

if you would like to join the choir  

or have any questions.  

Rally Sunday 

with a  

Church Potluck  

We are very excited!  

SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 

15, 2019 
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AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST   &&&   SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    
ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   John 12:26 

GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   
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Pastor’s Study Hours 

Tuesday - Friday  

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 

 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish office  

if you need spiritual care;  

know of someone hospitalized and needing a visit;  

have a prayer submission;  

or have any other church-related circumstance.  

Pastor Contact Information 

Email: stpaulsrev@srt.com 

Cell: 701-389-0418 

Office: 701-852-2821 

Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com 

Parish Office Contact Information 

Email: stpaulsofc@srt.com 

Office: 701-852-2821 
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John 12:26 

USHERSUSHERSUSHERS   

8:00 10:30 

10:30 USHERING TEAMS 

AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST   &&&   SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    

Joshua Shappell          240-6228 



 

John 12:26 

ELDERSELDERSELDERS   

Tuesday 
September 3rd  

 
 
 
 

4:00pm 

AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST   &&&   SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    
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www.anchoredminot.com 

For the most upFor the most upFor the most up---tototo---date calendar events, date calendar events, date calendar events, 
please check out our online calendar atplease check out our online calendar atplease check out our online calendar at   


