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PASTOR’S NOTE 

Baptized Saints 

The theme of death and life stands before us this April. We travel to 
Mt. Calvary to behold the death of the Son of God and then on Easter 
Sunday, we hear of the resurrection of Jesus - life. 
 
This theme of death and life is not just found in the events of Lent and 
Easter, though, but they are also found in our daily lives. In our Small 
Catechism, we read that our baptisms indicate that daily our Old 
Adam in us should be drowned and die by contrition and repentance 
and that a new man should emerge and rise and live before God! Yes, 
this theme of death and life - killing and making alive - happen to us 
each and every single day, as we confess our sins and are returned to 
the reality that we are baptized into the Lord for the forgiveness of 
sins and life everlasting. 
 
So, dear Baptized Saints, as we journey through the Season of Lent to 
Holy Week and then to Easter Sunday, we not only recall the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, but we also remember our daily 
death and our daily resurrection. That is to say; we remember that 
daily we are dying to our sins in repentance and then daily being 
raised up anew by God's Grace in faith. Yes, we daily confess our sins 
and daily remember our baptisms, knowing that we were buried with 
Christ and raised in Christ so that we might walk in newness of life in 
our vocations! 
 
May the Lord bless us all this month of April as we journey through 
Holy Week (death) and then to Easter (life). May the Lord bless us as 
we daily die and daily rise in Christ Jesus. 
 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 

IN THIS ISSUE 
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What Is Passiontide? 

 

Passiontide is the last two weeks of Lent. It begins on April 7th and continues through 

Holy Week. Our focus shifts toward the suffering and death of Jesus, hearing April 

7th's Gospel about His atoning Sacrifice and the attempt on His life in the temple.  

 

Passiontide is marked by two unique ceremonies. They are both quite jarring, which is 

intentional. They draw our attention to the intensity of our Lord’s suffering. First, the 

Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father, and to the Son…) is omitted in the Divine Service. 

The Triune Name is the fullest revelation of God’s Name given to men. We fast from 

this Name for a short time so that may not take it for granted when it returns. Second, 

images (especially crosses and crucifixes) are veiled. Where possible, they are veiled in 

connection with the last words of today’s Gospel, “Jesus hid Himself and went out of 

the temple.”  

 

It might seem strange to veil the cross as we get closer to commemorating our Lord’s 

crucifixion. We do this to recognize that we do not deserve to look upon them. We are 

not worthy of the Sacrifice. The crucifix is our greatest and most cherished symbol. So 

it is partially taken away from us for a short time to heighten how much we need it. 

The crosses are not taken away completely. They are not removed, only covered. We 

can see outlines of the crosses, but their beauty and details are fuzzy.  

 

The altar cross will be returned and unveiled on Good Friday and, of course, will be 

entirely visible on Easter. Faith always views the cross in the light of the empty tomb. 
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 1 –  Leonard Nelson 

 3 –  Ashlee Pelzer 

        Darren Kabanuk 

 Timothy Sutton 

 5 –  James Miller 

 Cheryl Bonnie 

 6 –  Priscilla Schwarz 

 Johnny Bishop 

  8 –  Kim Filipek 

 Linda Ringsaker 

 9 –  Trista Smude 

11 – Mavis Hornaday 

 Nathaniel Joern 

 Eileen Darkow 

13 – Jim Jenson 

 David Lozensky 

14 – Dennis Oothoudt 

 

15 – Karen Klimpel 

16 – Norman Fimreite 

17 – Linda Nielsen 

18 – Margaret Edwards 

20 – Alex Larsen 

21 – Lisa Tomlinson 

24 – Rita Footh 

 Larry King Jr 

25 – Leon Harsch 

26 – Jack Schaefer 

 Celeste Simmons 

27 – Jennifer Smith 

29 – Rachel Flory 

 Demy Braaten 

30 – Dorraine Lemon 

 Michael Vaughan 

 

 
 

to everyone born in the month 

   AAAPPPRRRIIILLL   
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At your baptisms, all of you 
entered a war. Yes, at your 
baptisms you were made chil-
dren of God, given the Holy 
Spirit, and called into warfare 
against the sinful nature with-
in you. 

Now, some of you have been 
at war for a very, very, long 
time. And some of you are 
just beginning to get a taste 
of this war against your old 
Adam. Regardless of how long 
you have been at war with 
your sinful nature, though, 
one thing is for sure, and that 
is this, this war is a persistent 
fight. Yes, it is a persistent 
fight where you daily “beat 
back the forces of indwelling 
sin and win victories over the 
habits and practices of the old 
[Adam].”[1] It is a persistent 
fight that continues every sin-
gle day of your life. It is a fight 
where you struggle to keep 
the faith and fight back the 
attacks of the world, the devil, 
and your sinful nature. So, 
considering all of this, the ob-

vious question is: When do we 
see the end of the war? When 
does this persistent battle 
stop? When will the white flag 
of surrender be waved? When 
will the attacks end? The an-
swer is this, this war stops at 
death. Yes, the Christian’s war 
against the old Adam ends at 
death.  

It is like this, death removes 
you and me “from the temp-
tations, the troubles, turmoils, 
trials, and tribulations of this 
life. . . . death puts the believer 
in possession of his full inher-
itance of eternal life. . .”[2]  
This is why the Apostle Paul 
could say in Philippians 1:21, 
“For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.” “Paul knows 
that he belongs to Christ. For 
him, to live means Christ, that 
is to constantly work with 
Christ, and to always be in his 
hand. Should he die then he 
still gets to be with Christ.”[3]  

You see, being a Christian is 
having a life that is bound up 

with Jesus. Being a Christian, 
we are connected to Jesus by 
faith, and we live our lives be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit. And 
even though we have this per-
sistent battle with the sinful 
old Adam, it cannot change 
the fact that we belong to Je-
sus. So this life that we live 
from the cradle to the grave is 
good because it is a life lived 
by faith in Jesus. This life that 
we live is good because we 
fight the old Adam and serve 
people around us by the 
Lord’s grace. However, when 
death comes upon us, some-
thing profound and amazing 
happens, the sinful nature no 
longer hinders us.[4]  That is 
to say, when we are alive, we 
belong to Jesus and get to 
serve our neighbors in need 
(which is good); however, 
when we die, we still belong 
to Jesus and are freed from 
the war within (which is good 
as well). Therefore, we techni-
cally cannot lose either way. 

We must pause here a        
moment and back up, just to 
make sure that we are         
understanding this clearly.  
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The Christian’s War:  
LIFE AS A SIMULTANEOUS SINNER AND SAINT  

Part 5 of 5 
 By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard 

"Our whole life is a process of conversion 
from ourselves to God, a dying to self that is 

complete only when we die." 
-John Kleinig  
“Grace Upon Grace” 

Continue onto the Next Page  



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   April 2019 Newsletter              5 

When the shadow of death draws upon us, we 
acknowledge that it is not a good thing for the body and soul to be 
ripped apart. However, even though the body and soul are torn from 
each other in death, we know that our soul leaves this vale of tears and 
we enter into paradise with Jesus. And with Jesus we wait for the resur-
rection of our bodies. In other words, we are not left for dead, but the 
Lord takes us unto Himself, and the Lord promises us that we will be 
put back together again – we will someday have resurrected bodies, 
which is good.  

And in this resurrection something even better happens, there will be 
no more death. Death will be gone for good – tears gone, crying gone, 
pain gone, fear gone, and sin… all gone. Yes, God will banish the pall of 
doom hanging over all people. He will banish death forever. Every sign 
of disgrace – gone.   

And so, in this earthly life, we live by faith in the Son of God, who loves 
us and has given Himself to us. This is so very good; to live is Christ. 
And yet, to die is gain. Yes, when we die in Christ, it is even better be-
cause we still get to be with Christ but without the old Adam. So wheth-
er we live or die, it is good because Christ is good.  

Practically speaking, it looks like this: while we live this life, we have 
been given the gift of the Lord’s Prayer to pray against the devil, the 
world, and especially our old Adam, which is good. However, when we 
die, it is even better! After death, we will no longer pray the Lord’s Pray-
er ever again against the old Adam. The reason why? At death, the old 
Adam stops clinging to us.   

Here is another circumstance to consider: while we live this life, we have 
been given the gift Absolution (the forgiveness of sins), which is good. 
However, when you die, it is even better! After death, we will no longer 
need to hear the Absolution ever again. At death, we will be with Jesus, 
which means that we will no longer have to fight the good fight against 
sin to finish the course.  At death, we will be done with the course of 
our earthly life – we will be done with the fight against sin. We will not 
need forgiveness, for after death, the old Adam will be no more. There 
will be no sin to confess. 

When we die, the war with our old Adam – the sinful flesh - is over. At 
death, the reign of sin, death, and the old Adam are terminated. Death 
serves this purpose of putting an end to this old Adam that we may rise 
absolutely new.[5]   

Think of it this way. You are God’s creation. He has created your inmost 
being, knitting you together in your mother’s womb.  And at the cross 
Jesus redeemed you, purchasing and winning you from all sins and 
death. And at the Last Day, the Holy Spirit will raise you and give you 
eternal life.  But what will not happen and what cannot happen is this, 
the Lord will not redeem or raise your old Adam! The old Adam was not 
the Lord’s creation, to begin with, so the Lord has no interest in bring-

Continued from Page 3 

Continue onto the Next Page  

“God deals with us 
in a strange way as 

we travel on our 
course here on 

earth.  
 

Little by little He 
strips us down until 

we are left with   
nothing except our 
bare, fragile human 

soul, a soul that   
relies on Him utterly 

for its existence.  
Then He strips us of 

our soul in death. 
He takes away   

everything that we 
have in order to 

give us everything 
that He has in store 
for us. His purpose 

in this gradual  
demolition of us is 

to give Himself ever 
more fully to us and 

to bless us in the 
heavenly realms 

with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ 
(Ephesians 1:3). 

 
He brings us 

through the dark-
ness of dying and 

death with  
Jesus to usher us 
completely into the 
light of His radiant 

face." 
 

-John Kleinig  
“Grace Upon 

Grace” 
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ing the old Adam back to life again. Why would the 
Lord bring the   corruption of our sinful old Adam 
back to life, when the devil and we were responsible 
for it in the first place?[6]   

Dear Baptized Saints, the old Adam – the sinful    
nature – is buried in the wounds of Jesus. It is left for 
dead at death but we are not. We are given the 
promise of the resurrection where the old Adam is 
utterly destroyed, while we are given new bodies 
and life everlasting.   

The war against our old Adam ends at death. And 
so, we will endure by walking by the Spirit, turning 
outward to Jesus in faith, and constantly receiving 
the Word and Sacraments. We will also fight the 
good fight, executing the deeds of the old Adam in 
repentance and faith. And finally, we will rest in our 
baptisms for we have been buried deeply in the 
wounds of Jesus and promised the great resurrec-
tion.  

This is the Christian’s war – a war that lasts only a lit-
tle while. A war that has an end. A war where the ra-

diant dawn of Jesus will fully come over the darkness of sin. A war where there is hope in 
captivity, victory in Jesus, and a future in eternity…without the Old Adam.    

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

1] Jonathan Grothe, The Justification  of the Ungodly: An Interpretation of Romans (St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada: 2012), 350.0 

2] Wendland, E. H., & Trapp, J. A. (1986). Sermon Studies on the Epistles (ILCW series A) (p. 322). Milwaukee, WI: Northwestern Publishing House. 

3] Bo Giertz, Unpublished Commentary on Philippians, tr. Bror Erickson.  

4] The Lutheran Study Bible (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2009), 2032. 

5] See the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, VI:56. 

6] See the Epitome of the Formula of Concord, I:6. 

Continued from Page 4 

“The tension of simul iustus et     
peccator…is resolved at that point 
when his…life in the weakness of 
Adamic flesh which Sin can over-
whelm, is ended. That happens at 
the point of the actual death of his 
earthly self or at the parousia of 
Christ, when Death’s reign is finally 
terminated – whichever comes first.” 

 
-Jonathan Grothe  



 

APRIL 2019 SCHEDULES APRIL 2019 SCHEDULES APRIL 2019 SCHEDULES    

7th 
8:00 AM - Team 2: David & David Jr.  
10:30 AM - Team 1: John Bishop 
 

14th 
8:00 AM - Team 1: Asa & Mark  
10:30 AM - Team 2: Brian Lokken 
 

21st Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM - Team 2: Roger & Riley 
10:30 AM - Team 3: Dana Larsen 
 

28th 
8:00 AM - Team 1: Joe & Lyle 
10:30 AM - Team 4: Don Ladner 
 
 

 

7th 
8:00 AM - Gene Rupp & Becky Richards  
10:30 AM - Leonard & Mariea Nelson  
 

14th 
8:00 AM - Les & Diane Pierson  
10:30 AM - Elaine Irey & Arlice Benham 
 

21st Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM - Mike & Kathy Coughlin 
10:30 AM - Scott & Meredith Pfennig  
 

28th 
8:00 AM - Dave & Sandy Llewellyn  
10:30 AM - Tim & Melissa Sutton  
 
 

7th 
8:00 AM - Darren Kabanuk 
10:30 AM - Cedric Halvorson  

 

14th 
8:00 AM - Mark Schaefer 
10:30 AM - Ray Schwarz  

 

 

 

21st Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM - Kim Filipek  
10:30 AM - Mark Bonnie 
 

28th 
8:00 AM - Duane Faydo  
10:30 AM - Brian Lokken  
 
 
 

ELDERSELDERSELDERS   

If anyone serves me,  

and where I am,  

John 12:26 

he must follow me; 

there will my servant be also.     

7th 
8:00 AM - Kiya Plesuk 
10:30 AM - Payten Reing 
 

14th 
8:00 AM - Tristian Hudson 
10:30 AM - Landen Satcho 
 

21st EASTER SUNDAY 
7:00 AM - Lillianna Weyer 
10:30 AM - Jacob Lokken 
 

28th 
8:00 AM - Jason Weyer, II 
10:30 AM - Holden Haney 

ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   

USHERSUSHERSUSHERS   GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   

Tuesday 
April 2nd at 4:00pm 

5th CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
To Be Determined 
 

12th 
8:00 AM - Ella Darrow 
10:30 AM - JayDe Satcho 
 

19th 
8:00 AM - Desi Pierson 
10:30 AM - Elizabeth Larsen 
 

26th 
8:00 AM - Noah Hudson 
10:30 AM - Hayden Haney 
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 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

The Orphan Grain will also be onsite for donated items. 

Items needed include, but not limited to infant supplies; medical equipment & supplies; 

hygiene items & toiletries; school supplies; non-breakable kitchen pots, pans, plastic 

plates, cups, utensils; clothing that is clean and boxed - New only undergarments; quilts, 

blankets, sheets, towels, washcloths. Thank you in advance for your support.   
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Several people have asked what mission projects the LWML support with our mites 

and the memorials we receive from individuals.  Below is a list of the missions we con-

tribute to yearly.  

 

 ND Lutheran’s for Life 

 Lutheran Hour Ministries 

 Lutheran Bible Translators 

 Orphan Grain Train 

 LCMS Mission 

 Shepherd Hill at the Crossroads 

 Braille Center-Bottineau 

 Lamp of Canada 

 ND Deaf Ministry 

 Dakota Hope 

 National and State Office Mites for Mission Grants 

 Seminaries at Ft. Wayne and St. Louis 

 Any other mission we may look at in the future 

 

Each Mission Project has been sent $100 with the exception of Pastor Warren, Church 

Planter to Spain to which we sent $300.  

All ladies are welcome join us on the Second Thursday of each month for Bible Study, 

meeting, and fellowship. 

 

 

 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Mission Projects 

THE FOLLOWING NAMES WITH WORK GROUP ASSIGNMENTS  
WERE ADDED TO THE LWML BOOKLET.  

BENHAM, ABIGAIL - WG 3  

BERNSDORF, BRYNN - WG 2   

LARSEN, CHRISTINA - WG 6   

PELZER, ASHLEE - WG 7   

PFENNIG, GRACE - WG 2  

PIERSON, BREANNE - WG 5 

SHAPPELL, KATELYN - WG 7 

SHAPPELL, KIMBERLY - WG 7 

VAUGHAN, MCKENNA, WG 2 
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Attention St. Paul's Members - It’s Not Too Late!  

Make-up Sessions Available 

It’s not too late to sign up for our upcoming make-up photography        
sessions to be included in our church directory.  

Head to our website and follow the Sign Up now link.  

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp4t42d0/ 

Every participating family receives a free 8 x 10 portrait and a printed and 
electronic copy of our directory. 

If you would rather schedule a session at the church, Ruth will be available 
to assist you. If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office at 701-
852-2821. Thank you! 

 

Make-up Photography Dates & Times  

Friday May 3, 2-9pm 

Saturday May 4, 10am-4:30pm 

 

Check out our church website & calendar for more details at 

www.anchoredminot.com 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp4t42d0/?fbclid=IwAR3-a6Gzt59zVEdk-u0X7fQrUK61IyGoGHrSlRE5o_vH2i1qXOg8IOV1U6g
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