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Peter and John were arrested that day!  But what 

for?  Well, the Religious Leaders and Temple 

Police would’ve said that they were disturbing 

the public.  However, in reality, they were 

arrested to prevent them from speaking. 

 

We must keep in mind that Acts chapter four 

takes place within the context of the lame beggar 

being healed.  From the context, everyone was 

going to the temple to pray.  But the lame man 

was healed, which then brought forth a crowd.  

And then, amid the crowd, Peter started 

preaching.  And then what happened?  They 

most likely missed the Temple evening sacrifice.  

Ask any preacher, and they can tell when 

parishioners are skipping church and talking in 

the church kitchen.  Ha!   

 

So, long story short, the Religious Leaders – 

along with Temple Security – came out to the  

 

group where Peter was preaching.  And 

what they heard from Peter was 

diametrically opposed to what the 

Sadducees believed and taught.  Peter was 

talking about Jesus and the resurrection, 

something that the Sadduccees disagreed 

with.  Thus, the Religious Leaders had Peter 

and John arrested for ‘what they were 

teaching.’   
 

Keep in mind that for persecution to occur 

and for a person to be classified as a martyr, 

it must be over the Gospel – what is being 

said and taught!  For example, several years 

ago, a church was shut down and prevented 

from meeting by a local city council.  

Persecution!  Martyrdoom!  Right?  Nope!  

What was not properly told in this story 

was that the church was meeting at a 

person’s home in a residential area, and the 

church had grown    
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so large that parking became a very big hazard.  

Residential streets are not made for consistent parking 

on a weekly basis with 30 plus cars.  And so, the city 

council’s objection to the church was not over the 

Gospel but over the church not following proper zoning 

procedures (i.e., having a church in a residential 

building and violating city parking mandates).  Or, 

perhaps another very important distinction -  was 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer a martyr?  Technically, Bonhoeffer 

was not hung for the preaching of the Gospel but for 

plotting Hitler's assassination attempt.  This does not 

diminish the importance of what Bonhoeffer attempted 

to accomplish by any means; however, pointing out the 

distinction is important with respect to understanding 

persecution.  Just because a Christian is punished by a 

governing entity or a more powerful force does not 

automatically mean they are being persecuted. 
 

Looking back at Peter and John.  The next morning after 

their arrest, they stood trial.  However, the Religious 

Leaders were unable to find a way to convict them.  In 

fact, Peter gave a bold confession while the healed man 

stood right next to him.  In the end, the Religious 

Leaders had nothing to say in opposition – they had 

‘nothin’ on Peter and John.  However, the Religious 

Leaders could not let them off the hook so easily; they 

had to be ‘silenced.’  Thus, the Religious Leaders 

ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus.     The Religious Leaders attempted to ‘censor’ 

John and Peter.      
 

Thankfully our nation has enjoyed a rich heritage of free 

speech.  Congress shall not make a law to establish or 

prohibit the exercise of religion and prohibit freedom of 

speech.  But why is this First Amendment so important 

to us as Christians?  The answer, we live our lives 

captive to ‘words’ – the Word of God.  Thus to silence, 

the church is not only a violation of the First 

Amendment but something that is not possible with 

Christianity.  Christianity cannot be muzzled (Acts 4:20).   

 

And so, as Christians, we do not support the freedom of 

speech as if it is derived from a political perspective.  We 

support freedom of speech because we cannot keep 

from speaking.  As we will hear in chapter 5, it is better 

for us to obey God than man – to speak the Gospel even 

when charged not to.  As it has been said before, “All 

this is possible for believers in Christ, but they can't 

remain silent concerning the Word of God.”  Silence for 

the Christian is equal to denial.  And denial is a fall from 

grace!   

 

 


