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The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus demonstrated 

the power of Christ. And so, it makes sense that the 

disciples asked Jesus if the time was right to restore the 

kingdom to Israel. 

 

Keep in mind that a popular hope among Jewish people 

in the first century was that the Messiah would bring 

about a restoration of Israel’s greatness. They had hoped 

that Israel would not only be free but that Israel could 

become a world power. 

 

Ever since the fall of mankind into sin, mankind has 

always aspired for perfect utopias. Here is how it works. 

Typically we sanitize a past era of society and then aspire 

to see the current society return to the past glorious 

status.  The reason why? We are all longing to get back to 

Eden.  We all want to feel safe. We want prosperity. We 

want comfort. We want power. And we want control.  

Every generation fights for the perfect utopia, for we are 

all longing to be back in Eden where things were good. 

Our aspirations for the perfect utopia are further evidence 

 

 

that we live this life in the valley of tears. 

 

The disciples, though, needed to be instructed 

yet again about Jesus’s purpose in the nature 

of God’s kingdom.  The same is true for us in 

the 21st century. This life that we live in is not 

a perfect utopia, nor will it ever be. The world 

is stained with sin.  To believe that we could 

possibly make our world into a perfect utopia 

is not only naïve but fails to acknowledge the 

problem of sin.   

 

Perhaps a bigger challenge to this kind of 

thinking is when we consider the ascension of 

Jesus.  Did Jesus ascend to the right hand of 

the Father to escape the treachery of life? Is 

that our quest as well, to die, and have our 

souls escape the treachery of this life under 

the sun?  No!  That is not how we should  
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 understand our reading from the Book of Acts!  Jesus’ 

ascension was not an escape from this valley of tears but 

in ascension to the right hand of power.  When we die, 

our souls indeed ascend to paradise. However, our goal 

is never to evacuate from creation or our bodies. Instead, 

Jesus, at the great eschaton, will come back again to 

redeem all creation – by fire – and give it all back to you 

and me.  The great utopia that we all long for is coming 

when Christ comes back a second time to make all 

things new.   

 

In the meantime, we live with sloppy and imperfect little 

kingdoms that rise and fall with every generation. Every 

now and then, messianic type leaders come along 

promising to give us a new Eden; however, history has 

shown us that every movement and messianic leader 

eventually runs out of gas.  Israel rose to power under 

Solomon; Israel found its ruin with Assyria and 

Babylon.  Rome rose; Rome fell.  And so forth!   

 

For the Christian, though, it is enough to know that 

Jesus is above all tiny little kingdoms as the ascended 

God-Man.  And this Christ will come back again 

someday.  But that time is not for us to know – we need 

not worry about such things.  In the meantime, as we 

live this life in this valley of tears, we live with the 

assurance that Christ is above all things. 

 

Very briefly, with respect to the idea of the disciples 

being witnesses, it must be stated that we are not 

witnesses the same way that the disciples were 

witnesses. Properly speaking, the disciples (and the 500 

who saw Christ resurrected) are witnesses, for they saw 

with their eyes, they touched with their hands, and they 

heard with their ears.  They were witnesses much like in 

the modern-day sense of witnesses at a courtroom trial 

– simply conveying and sharing what occurred.  And so, 

we Christians not only rely upon the real actual events 

of what Christ did but upon the witnesses of the 

disciples and early Christians.  And just like those early 

Christians, we have been given the same Holy Spirit 

who enables us to believe and receive the Gospel 

concerning Christ.  

 

 


