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The Acts of the Apostles 
The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World        Acts 1:12-2:26 

 

There are no modern-day Apostles.  Despite 

what modern-day charismatics say, nobody 

today is an Apostle.  It is not a modern-day office 

in the church. No super-Apostles!  The original 

Apostles existed in the first century and were 

chosen by Christ.  When the original Apostles 

died, that was the end of the Apostles.     

 

And so, there is technically only one office in the 

church – the office of pastor.  The church has 

created other offices, though, but these offices are 

created under human ordinances - for the sake of 

good order and serving the church.  For example, 

Directors of Christian Education, District 

Presidents, Circuit Visitors, Worship Directors, 

Synodical Presidents, Trustees, Acolytes, and so 

forth have been created to serve the local church. 

They are respected and honored for the service 

that they give to the church.  But unlike the office 

of pastor, these offices do not have the Word &    

 

Sacrament attached to them. They are not 

connected to a local altar and a local church 

pulpit.    

 

So, concerning preaching and teaching, it is 

essential to note that all Christians are given 

the joyful ability to confess the Word of God.  

Parents are especially given the calling to 

teach the Word of God to their children.  

However, it is important to note that just as 

the Apostles were once called, Pastors are 

called likewise called to preach the Gospel, 

baptize, loose sins, and administer the 

sacrament of the altar.  This is the office of 

public ministry that is to be conducted 

‘publicly’ in the church by men ‘called’ into 

the office of the ministry.  And the office of 

pastor is a ministry of service to Christ and 

Christ’s blessed sheep.  Pastors are mere 

servants of the Word and the Church.   
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As we consider Acts chapter 2, it is very 

important to understand that Acts chapter 2 is 

not the ‘norm’ for the church but a fulfillment of 

prophecy.  In other words, we must understand 

that in Acts 2, many countries were gathered 

together – “Now there were devout Jews from every 

nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.”  That is to 

say; the first century Jews would gather together 

in Jerusalem for three festivals: Passover, Feast of 

Weeks, and Tabernacle. And so, many people 

from many different nations with many different 

languages were in Jerusalem at that time.   
 

As a result, the Apostles (along with the other 120 

people mentioned in Acts 1:12-15) were filled 

with the Holy Spirit.  Now, they were not given 

the Holy Spirit for the first time, as if they did not 

have the Holy Spirit before.  Instead, they were 

given a special gift of the Spirit for a temporary 

action.  They were given a special gift above and 

beyond.  And what was that special gift?  It was 

not to speak gibberish but to speak in a foreign 

language.  (Take note of verse 7, “Are not all these 

men who are speaking Galileans?”)  That is to say; it 

was amazing to see Galileans speaking in a 

variety of foreign languages.  And what was 

spoken in foreign languages?  The Word of God 

was spoken concerning Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.   
 

Think about this event as a reversal of Babel!  At 

Babel, God confused the languages of the people 

who aspired to make their own name great.  

However, in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit works to 

unite language so that Christ’s name may be 

made great!   
 

As is typical, when mankind tries to unite, there 

is typical disunity; however, when the Lord 

unites mankind, there is great unity!  We are 

never united around the greatness of mankind 

but are always united around the greatness of 

Christ-crucified and resurrected!   

 



 

 

 


