+

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Minot, ND
www.anchoredminot.com

The Acts of the Apostles
The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World
In Acts 19, the Sons of Sceva were a group of
traveling exorcists. Think of them like a group of
Gypsies that traveled from town to town making
money off fortune-telling. However, in the case of the
Sons of Sceva, they made their way in life through
fighting against people being possessed by demons.
In Acts 19, though, the Sons of Sceva implored the
name of Jesus in their bag of tricks. In other words,
the Sons of Sceva were not about the light but were
about making a profit off of darkness. And so, they
tried to outwit the devil by using Jesus’ name. They
used something righteous – Jesus’ name – to do
something evil. Again keep in mind these traveling
exorcists were not about doing exorcisms for
righteous reasons but were doing exorcisms for the
sake of wowing their audiences with devilish tricks.

Acts 19:11-20

Truth be told, one does not have to look far to find Sons
of Sceva in our modern-day and age. All one has to do
is find a politician playing the “Christian Card” in order
to get votes. That is to say, any time we use the name of
Christ or use aspects of the Christians faith to advance
our deeds of darkness, we are not only breaking the 2nd
Commandment but also making our bed with Sceva.

But what is the big deal about this, though? Besides the
obvious problem with doing evil things, the only thing
worse is either doing the right thing for the wrong
reason OR doing something wrong in the name of socalled goodness. Both of these are terrible! They are
terrible because they blur the line between Light and
dark. They blur the line between righteousness and sin.
They go the way of deception, fraud, obscuring,
confusion, and so forth. For example, a very bad
To the point; the Sons of Sceva were abusing the musical song or a very bad movie is less dangerous
name of Jesus. This was a blatant breaking of the 2nd than bad music or a bad movie claiming to be good.
Commandment. It was a blasphemous game they Furthermore, what is often better than good music or a
were playing – using the name of Jesus for their good movie? The answer: music and movies that
clearly distinguish between bad and good. Beware of
unrighteous games of evil.
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evil but be more aware of when evil is portrayed as
good or when good things are done with evil intent,
for these two go the way of perversion – not truth.
Now, there is something else worth noting in Acts 19,
as well. Take note of the Sons of Sceva and their
disposition towards the devil and demons.
Did they have a reverential fear of demons? No, they
did not. It is important to keep in mind that we
Christians are indeed children of the mighty and
powerful Lord. Demons are fearful of Christ and His
might. They know their place. But with mankind? It is
important to note that we are nothing in the face of
demons if it were not for the power and might of our
Lord. We are like a tiny puppy dog that walks in the
shadows of a much larger dog. Demons will only fear
us Christians insofar we are close to the larger dog.
And so, a pagan that dabbles in evil and flirts with
demons is not strong but a fool. And we Christians,
when we puff ourselves up in pride and talk big talk
in the face of the devil? We, too, are fools.
Looking back at the Sons of Sceva, the evil spirits
responded by saying that the Sons of Sceva had zero
authority over them. Then, the demonic spirits
emboldened the possessed man, and he went berserk.
The possessed man jumped and beat the Sons of
Sceva by tearing off their clothes while chasing them
away, all bloodied up. In the end, instead of
performing magical trickery, the Sons of Sceva were
left in shame and disgrace.
But why did the Sons of Sceva get attacked? Quite
simply, they tried to exorcize authority over the
demons when they did not have the power to do so.
Keep in mind that demons function like spoiled little
children. They have no problem with mankind being
oblivious to their existence. They also have no
problem with mankind having a perverted interest in
their work. They have no problem with either of
these. However, they do have a problem with Jesus
and His church, especially when Christians call them
out and hide in the protection of Christ. In fact,
demons don’t much care about churches unless the
church is confessing Christ. Indeed, when a church
confesses Christ, hides in Christ, and rests in Christ,
such a church becomes public enemy #1.

