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The Acts of the Apostles 
 The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World             Acts 17:1-9

 
The Apostle Paul simply did not quit.  After the 
whole ordeal in chapter 16, he went to Thessalonica to 
speak about Jesus – more.   
 
It is interesting that Paul went to the synagogue to 
preach and reason with the Jews – from the scriptures 
– for three weeks.  Now, a couple of things that are 
worth noting.  First, Paul did not reason with them 
from the New Testament Scriptures.  Not all of the 
New Testament had been written at this time.  And 
so, when it says that Paul reasoned with the people 
from the scriptures about Jesus, it is referring to the 
Old Testament.  Second, if Paul reasoned with them 
from the Old Testament about Jesus, it shows that the 
Old Testament speaks about Jesus.  In other words, 
the Old Testament is not a collection of stories 
intended to make us more moral; but instead, the Old 
Testament is a narrative of the Jewish people that 
points forward to the Messiah.  The Old Testament 
preaches Christ.  Finally, it is important to note that 
the message of Christ has an effect upon people – 
turned the world upside down. 

 
It is important to note verse 6, “These men who have 
turned the world upside down have come here also.”  In 
other words, the message of Christianity shook and 
stirred up the Roman world – the way things were.  
And in a very powerful way, the message of 
Christianity should continue to do the same as well in 
our modern-day and age.   
 
There is a theologian named William Willomon who 
talks extensively on how the message of Christianity 
should challenge ears.  He once stated that a 
“community untested by any criterion other than our need to 
huddle in groups, can be demonic.”  He goes on to say, 
“Modern congregations may express surprise and even 
offense at hearing the ancient biblical story.”  But what does 
he mean?  Willimon is simply pointing out the fact of 
Acts 17 that Christianity inverts the ways of this world.  
The message of Christianity should not be cozy with the 
ideologies of this world.  Instead, Christianity should be 
counter-cultural.  Think about this for a moment.  The 
last shall be first.  Blessed are the meek.  Blessed are the 
spiritually bankrupt.  If you want to find your life, you  
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must lose it.  Children are the greatest in the 
kingdom.  Leaders are servants of all.  Suffering, not 
power, is a sign of strength.  Etc. Do you see how 
Christianity inverts everything?   
 
And so, it is problematic when people go to church, 
and their views of the world are never challenged.  It 
is problematic when the pastor stands in the pulpit 
and does not preach the Word but communicates the 
sentiments of the world.  No!  This is not the job of the 
pastor!  Willimon goes on to say, “The story caused 
offense when it was first preached in places like Nazareth 
[and Thessalonica]; we should not be surprised that it 
continues to offend.  In fact, we preachers ought to be 
troubled when our handling of the Bible never offends!”   
 

And so, we should expect that the message of 
Christianity to turn our worlds upside down!  
Christianity is distinct from the world around it.  
Parishioners should expect to be challenged every 
single week in the church – brought to repentance 
and faith.  And pastors?  Pastors should not wimp out 
by tickling the ears of parishioners with sentiments of 
the world.  Pastors are called to boldly speak from the 
scriptures about Jesus to their congregations – just 
like Paul did.   
 

Keep in mind, though, that we do not want to be 
reminded that the beliefs that constitute our lives are, 
more often than not, false.  We do not want to be 
confronted by God’s Word – to admit that we are 
wrong.  This is why so many people will seek out 
churches that tickle their ears.  Just look around!  In 
every city and every town there will always be a 
religious center where people flock to, not to be 
confronted and challenged by God’s Word, but to be 
told what they want to hear.  Alas, when the words 
coming out of the pulpit sound just like the words 
coming out of the mouths of those on social media, 
the news, and Hollywood, there’s a problem!   
 
To the point; Christ is like a lion.  His Word – growl – 
is never safe.  Indeed, as a lion, Christ is not safe, but 
He is good.  The Word of God is not safe for those 
embracing the ideologies of the world, but it is good.  
While the world will anger at the Word, we 
Christians, though, repent when confronted by the 
Word and then pray, “Create in me a clean heart, grant 
me eyes to see, Oh Lord. Amen.”    

 
 
 
 



 

 

 


