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The Acts of the Apostles 
 The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World         Acts 16:6-15

 
As mentioned before, much of the book of Acts is 
descriptive, not prescriptive.  And so, Acts many 
times describes the events that happened in the first –
century but does not prescribe that those events 
should happen in the same way in the church today.   
 
For example, in Acts 16:6-7, we read about Paul being 
prevented by the Holy Spirit going to Asia and 
Bithynia. But how did this prevention happen? Was it 
a dream?  A direct voice?  Sickness?  Circumstances?  
The text does not actually say.  And so, we better not 
comment on this, nor should we derive anything 
more from this section except that it was not the 
Lord’s will that Paul go to these places. But in verse 9, 
we hear about Paul receiving a vision.  Again, the 
Book of Acts describes what happened to Paul but is 
not prescribing that this event is universal for all 
Christian of all places of all times. Frankly, some 
Christians will point to verses like Acts 16:9, claim 
they have had similar visions, and then proceed to 
condemn Christians for not having dreams and 
visions.   

 

So, how do we understand the phenomenon of dreams, 
visions, and supernatural experiences?  A Concordia St. 
Louis Professor once stated, “When someone says they 
have had a spiritual experience, you never deny that 
something happened.  But you always reserve the right to 
interpret it in light of Scripture.” As Christians, we can be 
tempted to interpret the Bible by our experiences; 
however, God forbid this temptation, for we do not 
want to be ensnared in what is called Mysticism. On the 
other hand, we don’t want to harshly reject experiences 
because we can come across as insensitive jerks, and we 
can also end up denying the reality that we are 
emotional and subjective beings. Things do happen; 
people have experiences.  
 
And so, we do not have to embrace the extremes. We do 
not have to blindly accept or harshly deny Christian 
experiences, but we get to assess them and interpret 
them in light of the Scriptures. Scripture interprets our 
life; we do not interpret the scriptures.  We do not read 
the Bible; the Bible reads us.   
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Regarding Paul’s missionary journeys, what is 
important to note is ‘how’ Paul did missions.  Take 
note of verses 10 and 13. What did Paul do?  He 
proclaimed and spoke.   
 
There is a good way to understand evangelism with 
the metaphor of a news announcer and a used car 
salesman comparison.  Seeing evangelism through the 
lens of a used car salesman, we: bring the gospel out, 
let people test drive it, kick the tires, tell them of all 
the benefits & perks, and then see if we can get them 
to sign off on the dotted line.  Once they have signed 
on the dotted line then, we hand over the keys to the 
kingdom!  This is a very man-centered way of 
viewing evangelism because the emphasis and 
pressure are on the salesman (i.e., Christian) to close 
the deal. However, the idea of a news announcer 
captures the original intent of evangelism.  Seeing 
evangelism through the lens of a news announcer, 
we: simply report what happened, what occurred, 
and what took place in an event such as the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  The original Greek 
word euaggelizomai (as used in verse 10) was used of an 
announcer/herald who traveled from city to city 
announcing the good news that a war was over, that 
victory had been achieved.  The news announcer view 
of evangelism is not only biblical but it sees our 
calling as heralds!  "Christ finished it all on the 
cross!"  That is the good news.  It is good news that has 
already happened.  It is good news that is finished.  As 
evangelists, we announce to people that their war 
with death, God’s wrath towards their sin, and the 
power of the devil have been won and finished by 
Jesus.  No kicking the tires or having to use slick sales 
techniques - simply reporting what God has done in 
His mission towards fallen humanity through Christ, 
so that people may receive the good news by 
faith.  Michael Green in his book titled “Evangelism in 
the Early Church” supports this idea of a news 
announcer saying, “The early preachers did not enter into 
dialogue with the world, except to understand it and to 
present their life-changing message in terms 
comprehensible to their contemporaries.” 
 
Time permitting: consider a moment how this view of 
evangelism differs from the means and methods of 
the modern church in America?   
 

 
 



 

 

 


