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The Acts of the Apostles 
 The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World         Acts 16:25-40

 
The two most important questions a person can ask 
are: 1) Who is Jesus? 2) What must I do to be saved?  
These are simple questions; however, make no 
mistake, they are complex to answer for many people.   
 
The jailer, in Acts 16, asked the second question, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?”  And the answer from Paul 
and Silas?  Believe on Jesus, for Jesus is the one that 
saves.   
 
It is important to obviously note that many people 
mistakenly get the identity, purpose, and mission of 
Jesus wrong – very wrong.  But likewise, many 
people misunderstand salvation.  In other words, 
salvation is something that the Lord ‘does to us.’  
Take note of how Paul and Silas spoke to the jailer – 
you will be saved.  But didn’t the jailer have to do 
something?  Didn’t he have to believe?  Ah, yes, the 
jailer did have to believe.  But how could the jailer 
believe in One he had never heard of?  And how 
could the jailer hear of Jesus, unless someone told him 
about Jesus?   

 
It appears that the jailer had been sleeping the night 
before, as Paul and Silas sang hymns and prayed in the 
jail.  And so, it makes sense that after Paul and Silas told 
the jailer to believe that they then began to speak the 
Word to the jailer.  Indeed, faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing is connected to the Word of Christ.  And what 
is more?  The jailer and his whole household were 
baptized as well.  Again, the jailer did nothing.  He 
heard.  He was baptized.  He received!   
 
And so, standing in the footsteps of Paul and Silas, the 
church does the same.  We tell the world to ‘believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ!”  And when the world says, “Who 
is Jesus?” well, we simply speak about Jesus.  Yes, the 
church is a place where we hear the gospel, and the 
gospel is preached.  Therefore, it does not make sense 
when the church attempts to reach people in the world 
without speaking about Jesus.  Faith cannot happen 
without the Word of Christ.  Furthermore, faith does 
not come forth from the caverns of man’s heart.  
Instead, faith is created by the Word!   
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Regarding the latter section of Acts 16, it is very 
interesting to note that the next morning the civil 
authorities sent word to release Paul and Silas.  Now, 
we do not know exactly why they decided to release 
Paul and Silas, but nonetheless, those in authority 
instructed to let them go in secrecy.  Do not let these 
small details escape your notice.  Listen carefully, 1) 
The day before they were dragged into the 
marketplace and beaten, 2) The next day, they were 
let go in secrecy.  Do you see what is happening here?  
Paul certainly did!  He was humiliated publicly and 
then dismissed quietly.  What disgusting magistrates!   
 
It is true that Paul tells Timothy later on in 1 Timothy 
that every Christian should live a quiet and peaceable 
life.  Indeed, that is the goal of governing authorities – 
they are to rule in a way that creates peaceable and 
quiet citizens.  Ah, but what happens when those in 
authority act like power-hungry-monsters?  Yes, we 
should pray for them.  But should we keep quiet and 
be peaceable when they overstep their authority?  
Paul could’ve left Philippi quietly that particular 
morning after he was excused in secrecy.  However, 
Paul chose not to.  So what is going on here?  The 
Kretzman Popular Commentary has a wonderful 
insight for us to consider.  He states, “It was not only 
the sense of justice which made Paul insist upon some form 
of public apology, but also the fact that the public disgrace 
to which he and Silas had been subjected might seriously 
hinder the spread of the Gospel-message, on account of the 
prejudice which many people might have against a man 
that had been beaten in public. In our days also we 
Christians should be perfectly willing to suffer wrong and 
shame, but under circumstances, especially if the course of 
the Gospel is endangered, it is altogether in accordance 
with God’s will that we insist upon our rights as citizens. 
We may find it imperative to insist upon recognition as 
honest and desirable members of the community.”   
 
And so, it is important that Christians do not think 
that we must roll over to the government when our 
rights are abused and especially when the Gospel is  
threatened!  Remember, we always pray for, follow, 
and adhere to the state but only insofar as we are able 
to for the sake of conscience.  And when the 
conscience is threatened?  Well, we are free to appeal 
to our rights as citizens, and if needed, we are called 
to obey God rather than man (see Acts 5:29).     

 
 
 



 

 

 


