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The Acts of the Apostles 
 The Ministry of the Gospel in a Messy Church & Conflictive World         Acts 16:16-24

 
There was a time in America when Atheism was very 
influential, which resulted in America being very 
materialistic and secular-driven.  Any talk of the 
supernatural was downplayed or even mocked.  
Materialism was the talk.  However, in recent years, 
there has been a tremendous shift away from the 
secular and material world to the spiritual world.  
Atheism – as a movement in America – has been in 
rapid decline.  The average citizen has a higher belief 
in the supernatural than the previous generation.  
And so, talk of the Devil and demons decades ago 
was unheard.  Now, though, most people have a 
fascination with the supernatural and will believe in 
so-called forces outside our five senses.   
 
And so, today’s reading, from Acts 16, immediately 
will bring about spiritual curiosity in Americans.  
What did Paul and Silas encounter that day when 
they were going to pray?   
 
Before we examine the text in a more topical fashion, 
we should heed to a quote by C.S. Lewis.  Lewis  

 
states, “There are two equal and opposite errors into which 
our race can fall about the devil/demons.  One is to disbelieve 
in their existence the other is to believe and to feel an 
excessive and unhealthy interest in them.  They are equally 
pleased by both errors and hail a materialistic or a magician 
with the same delight.”  In other words, we must be 
careful to approach the topic of Demonology from the 
perspective of the old Atheists and Materialists of the 
previous generation.  Likewise, we must guard 
ourselves against examining the topic of Demonology 
from the perspective of the current generation.   
 
Considering all of this, it is important to understand 
that we Christians have three common enemies: the 
world, the sinful nature, and the Devil.  Regarding the 
Devil, though, he tempts us by trying to deceive us – 
lies and trickery are his game.  Smokes and mirrors!  
But the Devil is not alone.  He has fallen angels – evil 
spirits – that join him in his cause.  Keep in mind that 
these demons are not the souls of dead people but are 
agents working under the authority of the Devil.   
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Regarding demons specifically, the Bible speaks of various 
characteristics of demons.   Demons speak through people 
they possess (Mk. 5:9,12), they know the future (Mt. 8:29),  
have a fear of God (James 2:19),  recognize the authority of 
Jesus (Mk. 1:24), have physical aggression (Acts 19:16), 
exercise their will (Lk. 11:24), and masquerade as light (2 
Corinthians 11:14).   
 
Now, it is important to examine Acts 16 and the question 
that people are most fascinated with -  demonic possession.  
First, did it occur during the time of Jesus and the Book of 
Acts – absolutely?  Jesus had six battles with the Devil and 
demoniacs in the Gospels.  And the only specific exorcism 
not performed by Jesus (other than the exorcisms by the 
disciples alluded to several times in the New Testament) is 
attributed to Paul in Acts 16.  Secondly, do exorcisms occur 
today?  Yes, a good portion of pastors have encountered 
demonic activity.  But why is it not talked about, though?  
It is not talked about because many times demonic activity 
with parishioners is covered by the confessional seal.  It is 
also not talked about because people often have an 
unhealthy appetite for evil.  And finally, the Devil does not 
need the press – he is a monster that should not get any 
more press than he deserves.   
 
But back to demonic possession.  Even though it is not 
mentioned a lot, our Missouri Synod forefathers have 
written on this topic.  To summarize, there is spiritual 
obsession in a wide sense and a narrow sense.  Widely, all 
unbelievers are held captive by Satan in spiritual darkness.  
Narrowly, though, unbelievers can have demons 
manipulating them in a very intense way – filling and 
possessing their souls.  But what about the Christian?  Can 
the Devil possess a Christian?  As far as the soul is 
concerned, the answer is a definite, “NO.”  But regarding 
the physical realm that we exist in?  The Devil does indeed 
exert great physical influence against Christians.  Consider 
1 Thessalonians 2:18, where the Devil stopped Paul from 
going to Thessalonica.  Furthermore, according to CFW 
Walther and F. Pieper, there is a certain degree where the 
Devil sinks his claws into the Christian’s body, which we 
can call bodily obsession.     
 
So, how does the Christian fight against such evil?  
Frankly, we don’t go around looking for demons, but we 
abide in Christ.  And as we abide in Christ, our tools for 
battle against the Devil and his cohorts are quite simple:  
discernment in Christ’s Word, confession of sins, 
remembering one’s baptism, receiving the Sacrament, 
prayer, and the assurance of Christ’s blood on the cross for 
the forgiveness of sins.    
 
As a way of conclusion, read how Paul exercised the 
demon in Acts 16:18.   

 



 

 

 


